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      THE WAY OF THE CROSS LEADS TO GOD 
 
HE CARRIED THE CROSS TO CALVARY- 
CARRIED ITS BURDEN FOR YOU AND ME. 
 
THERE ON THE CROSS HE WAS CRUCIFIED, 
AND BECAUSE HE SUFFERED AND BLED AND DIED, 
WE KNOW THAT WHATEVER OUR CROSS MAY BE, 
IT LEADS TO GOD AND ETERNITY. 
 
FOR WHO CAN HOPE FOR A "CROWN OF STARS" 
UNLESS IT IS EARNED WITH SUFFERING AND SCARS, 
FOR HOW COULD WE FACE THE LIVING LORD 
AND RIGHTFULLY CLAIM HIS PROMISED REWARD 
IF WE HAVE NOT CARRIED OUR CROSS OF CARE 
AND TASTED THE CUP OF BITTER DESPAIR. 
 
LET THOSE WHO YEARN FOR THE PLEASURES OF LIFE 
AND LONG TO ESCAPE ALL SUFFERING AND STRIFE 
RUSH RECKLESSLY ON TO AN EMPTY GOAL 
WITH NEVER A THOUGHT OF THE SPIRIT AND SOUL- 
BUT IF YOU ARE SEARCHING TO FIND THE WAY 
TO LIFE EVERLASTING AND ETERNAL DAY, 
WITH FAITH IN YOUR HEART TAKE THE PATH THAT HE TROD, 
FOR THE WAY OF THE CROSS IS THE WAY TO GOD.  
 
                                                                  by Helen Steiner Rice 



OUR CHURCH FAMILY 
 
Most of us must have read stories about attempts being made to prove that the resurrection of Jesus 
didn’t happen.  Quite a few years ago I was told of a book called The Mystery of Marsaba.  This story 
suggested that the resurrection of Jesus, the chaotic and devastating effect that it had on the world, 
as well as the great jubilation that followed, was a hoax.   I don’t know if these stories are strictly 
fictional or based on facts, but I can imagine that there are many out there who would surely like to 
have us believe that the story of Jesus’ resurrection is false.  I also wonder if, someday, someone will 
come up with pretty convincing evidence that this is so, though we will know better.  This month we will 
be celebrating the reality of this event, realizing that this is the climax of what began with the event 
which we celebrate at Christmas time.   
 
In last month’s March banner, the article by James Smith, “The Gift of the Law”, is a must read, 
especially for our young people.   
 
Marie Sinninghe had her surgery in Thunder Bay on the 27th of March.  
Leona Van Heyst is waiting for a test sometime in May, as it has been postponed.  
Thea Kaemingh had her knee surgery on the 28th of March.  
We pray for Marie, Leona and Thea for a complete and speedy recovery. 
 
Nick Schryvershof has moved to Rainy Crest and is in room 49.  
 
Our sympathy goes out to Judy Kaemingh and family.  Her brother, Cecil Elliot, passed away recently.  
We pray for comfort. 
 
On Thursday morning, the 9th of March, John Wiersema passed away in Rainy River Hospital.  On 
Wednesday, he was admitted in order to fly out to Thunder Bay on Thursday morning.  John had an 
appointment to see a specialist from Hamilton.  All the arrangements were made but the Lord had other 
plans.  John was called home that Thursday morning.  John’s health was declining rapidly.  However, 
nobody expected his departure from earth to heaven.  We wish Hetty and her children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren our condolences.  Also our condolences to Archie and Eleanor Wiersema, Corrie 
and Janice Wiersema and Eltjo and Dorothy Wiersema.  May the Lord give everyone who was close to 
John, strength to cope with his passing. 
 
A heartfelt thank you from Hetty Wiersema and her children for your prayers and support with John’s 
passing.  They also thank the Dorcas Society for putting on the luncheon after the service.  
 
We welcome John Romyn who has been worshipping with us.  He is presently staying with Elmer and 
Helen Cates.   
 
Best wishes to all who are celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this month.  Though only those who 
have been married 40 years or more usually get special recognition, we can make an exception for Pastor 
John and Marlene, who will celebrate their 32nd wedding anniversary on the 13th.   
This would also have been John Wiersema’s 77th birthday.  John and Hetty would also have celebrated 
their 55th wedding anniversary on the 14th.  Jan and Sietske van Zwol will celebrate their 42nd wedding 
anniversary on the 17th.  As far as I know, Elmer Cates is the only senior celebrating a birthday on the 
11th.   
We wish all of you a special blessing on your special day. 
 
We wish all of you a blessed Easter. 
 
 



 

From the DORCAS SOCIETY  
The Dorcas Society was looking forward to spending some money which we had earned over the past few 
winter months.  So, when we got together at the home of Ann Fluit for a meeting, we were eager to figure 
out where to spend our money.   We sent out $500 to World Renew/Food Grains Bank where the  
government would match 4:1.  Then $200 was given to Mission Aviation where it was much needed for their 
work in Papua New Guinea.  Thanks again for your support.  “God loves the cheerful giver!” 
Sincerely, the Dorcas Society  

THE STRUGGLE IS REAL—The Rainy River Evangelical Covenant Church invites everyone to attend this  
simulcast event on Saturday, April 8, 2017 (9 a.m.—4 p.m.)   Cost is $10/person.  Imagine church members, 
pastors, small group leaders, counselors, mental health advocates, coaches, crisis responders, chaplains and 
more coming together to have a new conversation and learn together about “Mental Health and the  
Mission of the Church.”  Don’t miss this opportunity to attend this event and engage with other local  
churches on one of the most important topics affecting Christians and the Church today.  For more infor-
mation & registration, go to www.rainyriverecc.com or email rainyriverecc@lives.ca.  

FROM MARK MAST: 
Please PRAY for Mark Mast and the team of 10 men that will be going to Guatemala to continue construction 
of a Christian School for impoverished children in San Miguel April 18-26.  The team will also be conducting 
Bible Schools with children each day, preaching in churches each evening, and ministering to hundreds of 
people living at 2 area dumps.  Please PRAY that the team will be protected and equipped as they make  
Jesus known.  If you would like to contribute toward construction/building costs of the school, you can  
donate tax-deductible gifts online: www.iam1ru.com/DreamBigDetail.aspx?id=787  or make cheques  
payable to: "Possibilities International" and forward to Mark Mast.  We are seeking to raise $15,000 by April 
5 for construction costs.  If you do not require a tax receipt, gifts can be given to: "Guatemala Outreach - 
GO!" c/o Mark Mast to help cover ministry expenses (food for people at the dumps, Bible Schools, Men's 
Night and other ministry opportunities that we are given).  Any funds raised in excess of what is needed for 
ministry costs will be applied to construction/building costs of the school.  Thank you for your prayers and 
support.  Contact Mark Mast at: masts@bell.net or (807)852-3202 for more information. 
"GO!" PO Box 111, Rainy River, ON  P0W-1L0 
GUATEMALA OUTREACH “GO!” – 2017 – Canada/MN 
It is once again my privilege to plan Guatemala Outreach “GO!” trips this coming November.  I am  (Lord-
willing) planning to take two teams to in 2017!  Would you like to participate?  Please reply to this invitation 
ASAP so I can place you on the list (space is limited).  You can call me at (807)852-3202 or email 
masts@bell.net 
The First Team will leave on Monday, November 13, drive to Minneapolis/St. Paul (MSP), and fly to  
Guatemala on Tuesday, November 14.  The first team will return from Guatemala to MSP on Tuesday,  
November 21 and drive back that evening (or the next day). 
The Second Team will leave on Monday, November 20, drive to Minneapolis/St. Paul (MSP), and fly to  
Guatemala on Tuesday, November 21.  The second team will return from Guatemala to MSP on Wednesday, 
November 29 and drive back that evening (or the next day). 
Down payments for this mission trip and forms to be filled out need to be handed in by April 15.   
Guatemala Outreach - "GO!" 

There will be a FUNDRAISER FOR THE EMO MUSEUM – Luncheon and Silent Auction – at the Emo Legion on 
Saturday, April 8, 2017 from 11:30-1:30 p.m.    The cost will be $15.00 per person.  Entertainment will be 
provided.  RSVP appreciated but not required to township@emo.ca or 482-2378.  Please consider  
pre-purchasing a reserved table for 8 for the reduced price of $100.00.  For more information, talk to Annie 
Van Rozen. 

mailto:township@emo.ca


Nicaragua 
Fresh from the Field 

The Story-Changing Work of Accion Medica Cristiana 
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March 19, 2017 
 
Dear friends, 
 
Our last email update (February 19th) was sent from the Calgary airport, on our way to Dallas. 
We mentioned that we were starting out with a delayed flight and probable missed connection in 
Houston. The happy ending to that story is that United Airlines was actually able to put us on an 
American Airlines flight, direct to Dallas, and we arrived earlier than anticipated! Thanks for 
praying!! 
 
Thank you also for praying for the Shaping the Future of SIL* in the Americas meetings. It was a 
productive week and it was helpful to get input from some of SIL's leaders and partner 
organizations in the Americas. I enjoyed visiting the International Linguistics Center in Dallas, 
where Justin often travels for meetings, and finally getting to meet the Americas Area leadership 
team, as well as many others. This was my fourth work-related trip with Justin, so I'm gaining a 
better understanding of the work of SIL and a taste of Justin's world of meetings and airports. 
 
Speaking of airports, it's a busy season of travel for Justin. After that week in Dallas, I flew home 
and Justin continued on to Singapore for more meetings with the rest of the wider leadership 
team of SIL International. He had a weekend at home to recover and then he hopped on 
another plane back to Dallas. (Praise God he hasn't suffered from serious jet lag.)  I, along with 
the Americas Area leadership team, helped document and synthesize the ideas from 
the Shaping the Future of SIL in the Americas meetings. Using those results as a guide, as well 
as seeking guidance from the Holy Spirit, Justin and his team met last week in Dallas to draft a 
three-year plan for SIL in the Americas. They really felt like God was with this process, giving 
them insights and creativity. It came together quite well, leaving them all very encouraged and 
hopeful for the future. This draft will now be shared with more SIL leaders in the Americas, who 
are invited to participate and give feedback, so please continue to pray for this planning 
process. 
 
Please pray for stamina for 
Justin in this busy traveling 
season. After a three-day weekend 
at home, Tuesday (21st) he'll board 
another plane to Bangkok for more 
meetings. Thankfully, April's 
schedule will be less demanding. 
We look forward to spending quality 
time together as a family during 
Jesse's spring break, immediately 
upon Justin's return. 
 
I continue to post occasional 
updates on Caleb's Journey to 
Recovery on Facebook. If you are 
not a member of this group, you 
can request to join. If you do not 
have a Facebook account, but would like to continue to receive updates on Caleb's recovery, 
please let me know. Even if you have a Facebook account, but would prefer to receive the 
updates via email, please let me know. I've created an email group for those who prefer to 
receive an email version of what I post on Caleb's Facebook group.  

https://www.sil.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1689410031301073/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1689410031301073/


 
We're thankful for faithful friends like you, who love and encourage us with your prayers, your 
time, and your gifts. We truly could not do this without you. 
 
With much gratitude, 
 
Justin and Tammy Hettinga 
Americas Area Director 
SIL International 
justin_hettinga@wycliffe.ca 
tammy_hettinga@wycliffe.ca 
Follow our blog: Hettinga.ca 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

*SIL, Wycliffe's closest partner, serves language communities worldwide, building their capacity 

for sustainable language development by means of research, translation, training and material 

development. 

 
 

Wycliffe Bible Translators of Canada 

4316 - 10 St NE, Calgary AB  T2E 6K3  

800-463-1143 / 403-250-5411 

wycliffe.ca 

If you would like to make a onetime contribution to our ministry, or set up a recurring donation, 
visit Hettinga.ca (our blog page) and click “donate now online”. Please be sure to indicate that the 
donation is for the work of Justin and Tammy Hettinga. If you have any issues with this, please do not 
hesitate to ask for our assistance. 
 

mailto:justin_hettinga@wycliffe.ca
mailto:tammy_hettinga@wycliffe.ca
hettinga.ca
https://www.sil.org/
http://www.wycliffe.ca/
tel:800-463-1143
tel:403-250-5411
https://www.wycliffe.ca/
http://www.hettinga.ca/


Core Issues of Missionary Life
Missionaries love sharing 
stories of success in 
their ministries, as it’s 
amazing to see how God 
is working in their lives. 
Still, there are other 
aspects of their roles that 
might not be as fun to 
share. Here are some core 
issues of missionary life 
for you to consider as you 
pray for them. (Adapted 
from “Doing Member Care Well” by Kelly O’Donnell and” Care & Nurture for 
your Missionaries” (ACMC Conf, Ken Royer)
• Lack of forgiveness: holding on to perceived injustices which arise 

from conflict with colleagues, the host culture, frustration
• Working with team members: lack of chemistry with colleagues, 

maverick spirit, defence of personal ministry, broken confidences
• Staying centered: remaining connected with self and God in the 

midst of many responsibilities and the demands
• Family concerns: child-raising in a culture with different values, 

making friends, leaving parents, being absent during family crisis
• Re-entry and transitional grief: the pain from saying many good-

byes, multiple moves, missing loved ones, unresolved relationship 
issues, handing over ministry to others, reverse culture shock

• Health Issues: tropical health concerns, lack of immediate access to 
health care

• Drifting: getting off the main tasks and the reason for working in 
missions via distractions and interruptions

• Cultural adaptation: ability to function well and persevere in 
the host culture due to constant exposure to a different culture, 
worldview, values, political system, corruption, poverty, civil 
instability

• Contentment: being satisfied in knowing that you are obeying God, 
handling pressures to perform, finding fulfillment in the work.

CRWM offers a session for your church on missionary care. If you are interested, 
contact Jim Dekker ( jdekker@crcna.org) in Canada or Renee Aupperlee 
(raupperlee@crcna.org) in the USA. 

March Challenges
This month, pick some of  
the prayer requests from your 
missionary prayer letters or some 
of  the issues listed in the “Core 
Issues of  Ministry Life,” and ask 
your congregation to pray for your 
missionaries with these in mind. 

Write a letter, email, or card to your 
missionaries that will encourage 
them in their ministries. 

Missionary Care Myths
1. Missionaries are more spiritual 

than the average Christian
2. We don’t need to worry about 

providing for their different 
needs because God will take 
care of  all of  them.

3. Mission boards are excellent 
at meeting a wide variety of  
missionary needs.

4. Missionaries are hard to get to 
know—unapproachable.

5. They like different things than 
we do because they are more 
spiritually minded.

6. They will tell us when they 
need something, otherwise we 
can assume they don’t.

7. Caring for missionaries will 
take a lot of  time

8. If  I show too much interest in 
missions, God will probably 
send me!

9. Missionary husbands are all 
very attentive to their wives and 
family’s needs.

10. Missionary wives are well 
supported by other missionary 
wives and home church 
women.

March 2017



When Jonathan Weverink married Sheila Dykstra, a 
CRWM missionary in Nigeria, his commitment to and 
love for her came with a lot of unknowns. 

“We have an approach to our marriage where we take 
things one day at a time so I chose not to worry much 
about this uncharted territory that I was getting myself 
into,” said Jonathan of his move to Nigeria. 

Since those first days of culture shock, Jonathan has 
come to realize three identities in himself that he didn’t 
necessarily realize came with being a missionary spouse.

1) A Western Nigerian: Upon moving to Nigeria, 
Jonathan quickly noticed that in order to be successful 
at her ministry work, Sheila had to “become Nigerian.” 

“In a way I’m married to a Nigerian, Jonathan says. 
“Her ministry task of improving education here doesn’t 
mean making it Western. Instead she has had to adapt 
to the Nigerian way of doing things.”

Now Jonathan is figuring out what that Nigerian way of 
doing things means for himself while also maintaining 
his own culture and beliefs. “I’ve come into this 
country with a set of Western beliefs that I just assume 
are normal and they don’t exactly work when I come 
here,” he says. 

2) A Missionary: Before moving, Jonathan didn’t really 
see himself as a missionary, but he says he didn’t really 
have a choice but to change this perspective. 

“I’m thought of as a missionary here even though I’m 
still learning the culture, he says. 

Thank you for your faithful prayers on behalf  of  God’s mission to His world.

A Misisonary Spouse’s Role

“In that sense, I think that everyone in a foreign 
culture is a missionary because everyone enters with a 
host of beliefs and they’re coming out of you whether 
you like it or not. It’s just up to you to decide what 
kind of missionary you are going to be.” 

3) A Buffer: Finally, Jonathan recognizes that even 
though he’s living in the same house as Sheila—and 
is sometimes confused with having the same job as 
Sheila—he still offers an outside perspective. 

“I can see what’s happening to her and I can take care 
of her,” he says. “Sheila is very busy so sometimes I 
have to put a halt to things that I see as excessive, like 
a buffer. I can say ‘hey, we aren’t doing that anymore, 
it’s time for a holiday.’”

When you are praying for and supporting missionaries, consider 
this fresh perspective from Jonathan when thinking about their 
spouses.

Ministry Profile: Nigeria
With a population of  more than 150 million, Nigeria is the most populous nation in 
Africa. With its immense population also comes broad diversity. It is estimated that 
there are over 400 ethnic groups within Nigeria—each with its own language and 
culture. While it is beautiful to see diversity, it can also lead to tension as ethnic groups 
strive to maintain their cultural heritage.

CRWM helps local ministry leaders from this wide array of  groups find ways they can 
work together to serve God’s Kingdom. Through partnerships focused on Christian 
education, evangelism, discipleship, and leadership training, CRWM continues to work 
with national churches and other organizations. If  you are interested in directing some 
of  this partnership, CRWM has an opening to serve in Nigeria as a Transformational 
Network Coordinator. Visit crwm.org/career if  you are interested. 

Nigeria



How To Read the 
Bible for All Its Worth
How To Read the 
Bible for All Its Worth

Dr. Jeffrey Weima

Dr. Jeffrey Weima is Professor of New Testament at 
Calvin Theological Seminary, where he has taught 
for the past 25 years. He is a sought-after speaker 
who is able to communicate well the truths of the 
Bible in an interesting, contemporary and practical 
manner. Jeff has published five books and is the 
author of numerous scholarly articles and academic 
essays. He lectures widely around the world and 
regularly leads biblical study tours to Greece, Turkey, 
Israel/Jordan, and Italy. He also conducts intensive 
preaching seminars for pastors, and preaches often 
in churches in both the USA and Canada.

SATURDAY  9:00-12:00
April 29, 2017

Coffee - 8:30

@ First CRC
9 Cooper Rd., Rosslyn, ON

What is the right way to read the Bible? 
What are the guidelines that believers 
should follow in interpreting Scripture 
properly? What criteria should we use in 
evaluating our pastor’s sermons?

Dr. Jeffrey Weima, Professor at Calvin Theological 
Seminary in Grand Rapids, Michigan and leading 
biblical scholar, answers these questions in an 
interesting, informative and even entertaining way. 
Each of the seminar’s presentations make ample 
use of pictures and other images so that hearers 
clearly understand the five foundational guidelines 
or principles that Christians should follow when 
interpreting the Bible. This seminar will likely change 
the way you read and understand God’s word!



Dr. Jeffrey Weima is Professor of New 
Testament at Calvin Theological Seminary, 
where he has taught for the past 25 years.
He is a sought-after speaker who is able to 
communicate well the truths of the Bible in 
an interesting, contemporary and practical 
manner.
Jeff has published five books and is the 
author of numerous scholarly articles and 
academic essays. He lectures widely around 
the world and regularly leads biblical study 
tours to Greece, Turkey, Israel/Jordan, and 
Italy. He also conducts intensive preaching 
seminars for pastors, and preaches often in 
churches in both the USA and Canada.

Friday, April 28, 2017
7:30 - 9:30

The Gathering Place
239 Amelia St. W., Thunder Bay, ON

The issue of same-sex activity is a topic of much debate among 
Christians. What is often missing in these discussions, however, is 
a clear understanding of what the Bible actually states about this 
subject. This presentation by a world-class biblical scholar reviews 
what the New Testament says on this important moral matter. Join 
us for this informative presentation and following Q & A session.

by Dr. Jeffrey Weima

What doesSame-Sex Activity:
the New testameNt say?



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1   

2  Karmin Hettinga 
 
 
10:00  WORSHIP 
GR 11/12 CATECHISM 

3 4  Kien Jourdain 
     Mike Veldhuisen 
     Brad Webb 
 
7:00  COUNCIL 

5  Alistair Marissen 
 
 
10:00  COFFEE BREAK 
12:00  LENTEN LUNCH 

6  Troy Veldhuisen 
 
7:00  G.E.M.S. 
7:00  WORSHIP  
         COMMITTEE 

7  Ophelia Lucas Engberg 8  Josette Vargus 

9 
 
10:00  WORSHIP 
GR 9/10 CATECHISM 
 6:30  MSN 

10  Jan Van Rozen 11  Elmer Cates 12  Eric Van der Kroef 
 
 
10:00  COFFEE BREAK 
  7:00  CADETS 

13  *John & Marlene 
   Vanderburgh (32nd) 
 
 
7:00 PRAYER MEETING 

14  Carina Mack 
 
 
10:00  GOOD FRIDAY 
  WORSHIP SERVICE 

15  Dayle Allan 

16  Braden Webb 
 
 
 
 
  7:00  EASER  
     SUNRISE SERVICE 
10:00  WORSHIP 

17  Rudy Sinninghe 
      Logann Veldhuisen 
       *Jan & Sietske 
         Van Zwol 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00  CONSISTORY 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10:00  COFFEE BREAK 

20  Jordyn Veldhuisen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00  G.E.M.S. 

21   22 

23  Sietske Van Zwol 
 
10:00  WORSHIP 
GR 11/12 CATECHISM 

24 25 26 
 
 
10:00  COFFEE BREAK 

27 28  Caleb Koomans 
        

29  Katelyn Vanderwees 
         Stevie-Lee Kaemingh 

30  Marie-Ann deGroot 
          Morgan Redford 
          Marie Sinninghe 
 
     G.E.M.S.  SUNDAY 
10:00  WORSHIP 
GR 9/10 CATECHISM 
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