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Holiday time is highway time. Since Joseph and Mary packed their bags for Bethlehem, the
birth of Jesus has caused people to hit the road. After all, we love to be with the ones we love!
May I remind you? So does God. How else do you explain what he did? Between him and us
there was a great distance–a great span. And he couldn’t bear it. So he did something about
it. He travelled far. He was born to be a man and became like a servant. He took on our face,
our disfigurement. He became like us. Just look at the places he was willing to go: feed troughs,
carpentry shops, badlands, and cemeteries. The places he went to reach us show how far he will
go to touch us.
When God feels distant, remember the Christmas story. When you feel alone, unloved, or
unlovable, remember that God loves you. And he travelled a great distance to be close to you.
Why? Because he loves to be with the ones he loves!
© Max Lucado

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
A few years ago, while in Holland, I was given a tour of the farmhouse where I was born and lived till 1947.
It was taken over by an uncle. This property must have been in the Kaemingh family for about a hundred
years. It was sold about 6 years ago to someone who must be quite well off financially. I believe it was sold
for about a half a million euros and it must have cost about twice that much to renovate it which was
happening at that time. I was somewhat surprised that an old building like that could take so much gutting
without causing structural damage but I guess the contractor knew what he was doing. Somewhere in the
middle of the building was a huge upright beam. I was told if we would remove that beam, then the whole
building would collapse. This made an impression on me. Soon we will be celebrating the birth of Jesus
coming to this earth so He could be one of us and redeem it from the power of the evil one. Without this
event, there would be nothing but hopelessness on this earth. There would be no Christian church, no hope
for a new heaven and earth, no hope for an eternity without pain and grief with only perfect peace and
righteousness and goodness. In our present condition, it is hard to imagine a life like that but this is what God
promised and we know He will not fail in what He promises. Now we see so much upheaval and tearing
down and misery, even in the Christian church, but Jesus said He will build His church and the Bible says that
He is the chief cornerstone on which the whole structure rests. So, no matter what the church may be going
through, we know it will be triumphant in the end because of the immeasurable great power of our Lord and
our God.
The first Sunday of November we were privileged to witness the baptism of Caleb Ayolt, son of
Kris & Katy Esselink. Apparently, the name Ayolt has become quite popular with this generation of
Len & Ria Hettinga’s descendants as it was their grandfather’s second name.
Congratulations to Ryan and Sarah McInerney with the birth of their son, Atlas Michael John on October 7th
and congratulations to grandparents John & Grace Hettinga. Ryan also graduated from the University of
Ottawa with a PhD degree in Philosophy this past month. Congratulations with this achievement. It was a
long haul.
May we remember to continually pray for each other, especially for those dealing with cancer or other health
issues or just aging.
The stamppot supper put on by the Dorcas Society on November the 18th was well attended and enjoyed.
The ladies are thankful for the generous donors, adding about $1000 to their budget. We never have a
shortage of causes we like to support. This money will be well spent.
The young people and adults who were in Guatemala will be back home again by the time this Care & Share
comes out. We hope to hear from them, knowing it always is a worth while venture for them, being blessed
and being a blessing.
Christy Crans has moved to Winnipeg from Kenora. Her new address is: 190 Smith Street, Suite 1507,
Winnipeg, MB R3C 1J8. Her phone number is 204-770-1913.
Congratulations to all who are celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in December.
Seniors celebrating birthdays are Janice Wiersema on the 4th, Hilda Schryvershof and Eltjo Wiersema on the
7th, Peter Van Heyst on the 12th and Darlene Byma on the 30th.
Those celebrating more than 25 years of wedding anniversaries are Larry & Dove Stahn on the 10th,
Henry & Thea Kaemingh on the 19th and Louis & Darlene Byma on the 27th.
We wish all of them a special blessing on their day and always.

There are many opportunities in which to give to those less fortunate this coming Christmas season. Here are a few:
WORLD RENEW GIFT CATALOGUE: These catalogues have been put into your mailboxes. This year all of your
favourite items have been gathered together into one catalogue, making them the BEST GIFTS EVER for you to choose
from! You may be picking out Christmas gifts with your grandchildren, setting up a Giving Tree for Advent, or
honouring the milestone of a loved one. The joy of choosing gifts from the catalogue brings you close to those you care
about. As Christ-followers, we want to give the best gifts ever as we follow the Best Gift Ever, Jesus Christ, who
humbled himself and became like us so that we can become more like him. God bless you as you give.
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD provides an opportunity for people of all ages to be involved in a simple,
hands-on project of Samaritan's Purse that focuses on the true meaning of Christmas - Jesus Christ - God's greatest gift.
If you would like to take part in this project, you are welcome to take home one of the shoeboxes on top of the coat rack
in the foyer. Inside the shoe boxes are instructions about putting gifts in the shoebox. More information is on the poster
on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall.
CHRISTIAN BLIND MISSION: There are few gifts as meaningful as hope. And few gifts are
transformational as healing. This year's Christmas Catalogue gives you 39 ways to bring hope and healing to the world’s
poorest people—people trapped in poverty without sight, hearing, or the ability to walk. We have a copy of this
Christmas catalogue on the table in the foyer . You can also find more information or donate on their website—
www.cbmcanada.org
GOSPEL FOR ASIA: You are invited to join Gospel for Asia for this year’s Christmas campaign.
Celebrate Christ this Christmas season by giving the unreached in Asia the chance to hear about Jesus for the first time.
Your gifts of love are a reminder and a celebration of the most perfects Gift the world has ever known. A catalogue with
many opportunities to give is on the table in the foyer.

The CHORALIERS will be performing a free Christmas Cantata on Sunday, December 4th at 3 p.m. at the Townsend
Theatre. A bake sale will be held at the same time in the FFHS cafeteria. Come fill your soul and your stomach! :)
(This years choir consists of a record 72 singers!)
You are invited to come and enjoy the BORDERLAND COMMUNITY ORCHESTRA CHRISTMAS
CONCERTS with choir special guest, Bel Canto. Concerts will take place on Sunday, December 11 at 2:00 p.m. at
Rainy River High School and Tuesday, December 13, 7:00 pm at Donald Young School.
The DORDT COLLEGE CONCERT CHOIR from Sioux Center Iowa invites you to a concert at 7:30 p.m. on
Friday January 6th at our church. This free concert is part of a winter tour with performances scheduled in Minnesota,
North Dakota, Manitoba, Ontario, South Dakota and Iowa. Directed by Dr. Benjamin Kornelis, the ensembles will
perform a wide variety of choral music, ranging from music of the Renaissance and Baroque to recently composed
works as well as folk songs and hymn arrangements, with special focus on Minnesota composer. The concert is free with
a free-will offering received to help defray tour expenses.
Billets are needed for Friday evening after the program and will need to be returned to church Saturday morning. Please
contact Paul or Karen Koomans if you can take billets. (Paul’s cell: 275-5282 or email: koomans@sympatico.ca)

November 21, 2016
Dear friends,
Thankfulness. This sums up where we are at right now.
 Thankful for 2 bright sons, who love God, who are rapidly moving into greater levels of
adulthood.
 Thankful that Caleb is healthy and moving on with his life and not complaining about the difficult
journey he has been on this year. His next facial surgery is December 16. Caleb is working as
a swim instructor and is also doing one last high school course online. He is also training hard
with the goal of playing basketball for Ambrose University in the fall.
 Thankful that Jesse is doing well in grade 12 this year. He is also working a fair bit (as a server in
a retirement/assisted living home) and starting to think about traveling the world after
graduation.
 Thankful for people like you who have prayed for us during this challenging year.
 Thankful for people like you who have stood with us and supported us in many hands-on ways
this year, including financially.
 Thankful that Justin has been enjoying his new job, which is certainly challenging and stretching
and requires huge amounts of travel. He has been traveling pretty much every other week. He
has a good break over the Christmas season.
 Thankful for God who cares about us and still speaks to us through His Word and through His
Spirit.
 Thankful that Justin and I finally get to do some of this work travel together. We will be going to
Guatemala on Wednesday to meet partners, to visit some local translation teams, and also
spend a couple of days with my brother's family.
Our minds have often returned to this passage in 2 Corinthians 1. In much the same way that the
Corinthian church prayed for Paul, we feel you have held us up with your prayers, especially this past
year.
10 He has delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us again. On him we have set
our hope that he will continue to deliver us, 11 as you help us by your prayers. Then many will
give thanks on our behalf for the gracious favor granted us in answer to the prayers of many.
Here are a few more ways you can hold us up in prayer right now.
 Pray for good relationships to be formed when we are in Guatemala, especially with Pedro.
 Pray for our boys while we are away for a week.
 Pray for a successful surgery for Caleb. (We'll send more details and specific prayer requests
closer to the time.)
Thank you,
Justin and Tammy Hettinga
Americas Area Director
SIL International
justin_hettinga@wycliffe.ca
tammy_hettinga@wycliffe.ca
Hettinga.ca

Wycliffe Bible Translators of Canada
4316 - 10 St NE, Calgary AB T2E 6K3
800-463-1143 / 403-250-5411
wycliffe.ca

If you would like to make a onetime contribution to our ministry, or set up a recurring donation,
visit Hettinga.ca (our blog page) and click “donate now online”. Please be sure to indicate that the
donation is for the work of Justin and Tammy Hettinga. If you have any issues with this, please do not
hesitate to ask for our assistance.

Ramsey Reflections
Fall 2016
Dear Co-Laborers,
It has been just over a month since our return
from our 40 day trip in China. It took the better
part of a week to fully recover from the jet lag and
30+ hour return trip without any sleep. But while
still adjusting to the 12 hour time difference, we
were thankful to resume one on one meetings and
see a couple of Chinese friends just before they
themselves returned to China. These were two
with whom we had done significant Bible study.
One still struggles much to define what he
believes or thinks about God, but expressed deep
gratitude for the many hours we spent together.
The other, all on his own initiative had recently
read through the whole New Testament and was
starting in the Old Testament. He said: "I really
believe in God. What do I do now?" Please pray
for "Jeremy" to find genuine believers and a
church that he can become deeply involved in.
One of the things we asked almost every one of
the 40+ people we visited in China, was if they
knew any local Christians. Sadly, only a handful
answered affirmatively. This isn't to say that
someone they know isn't a believer, but as far as
they were aware, almost all of them hadn't met
anyone who they knew were practicing Christians.
We saw very few steeples on the city landscapes,
and little evidence of a Christian presence, but our
time and exposure in the 15+ cities was too short
to adequately investigate. Many of our friends
knew of a church building or two in their towns,
but apart from its location, they were unaware of
anything beyond that. It was sobering.
In the last city on our 4000+ mile itinerary, our
friend Jianjun surprised us by arranging a meeting
with the pastor and an elder at a church in his city.
He had never met these people before, but
served as our interpreter for nearly an hour of our
numerous questions and their responses. Jianjun
said that prior to his year in the US and exposure
to Christians, he never realized that there were so
many churches in his city--one which evidently
has a fairly long history of Christian activity. He
indicated that he and his wife hope to actually
now attend a church.
We came away with several observations from all
of the visits and things we saw and experienced:

1. One was that the life our Chinese scholar
friends live in China is quite a contrast from
what is a kind of sabbatical for them when they
are in the States. Most seem to hit the ground
running upon their return to China, and there
seems, or it is claimed, that there is little time or
opportunity to study or almost even think about
spiritual issues within China. We'd appreciate
prayer to know how to address this even while
they are here in the States, and that the micro SD
cards full of biblical materials we gave to each
host will actually be utilized.
2. The incredible hospitality that is shown to
guests. In addition to a large welcome dinner, two
other large group dinners and a farewell dinner,
we were repeatedly humbled by how we were
treated, and the many expressions of gratitude
which were shared for "all we had done for them
during their stay in America." Their words and

Farewell dinner in Chongqing

hospitality seemed to far exceed anything that we
felt we had done. It helped us to realize just how
appreciative they were/are for us befriending,
interacting, offering activities, and teaching them
new things. For this we also want to say thanks to
you, our co-laborers, who make this possible for
us to do. You, as much as we, are deserving of
the gratitude that we heard and were shown in so
many, and such great ways.
3. The contrast between ultra-modern and still
developing. In fact, many aspects were far more
modern than what we are used to where we live.
And at the same time, there were things we saw
in some places which reminded us very much of
West Africa, even in the middle of ultra-modern
cities.

4. The amount of construction. This was even a
bit scary as in most cities dozens of construction
cranes could be seen in almost any direction you
looked. One scholar recently told us that there
might be enough apartments already built in
China to house 3 billion people. This emphasis on
new construction is possibly a very important
aspect of their strong economy.

before us, including pig head, pig tail, duck head,
donkey, and a number of other "interesting"
dishes.

Everything on the table was grown at Jian's parents' little farm

One direction from a tower in Wuhan

5. The long and rich history of this country. It
seemed that every city we visited had some
special historical attraction like
towers, monuments, buildings,
burial sites, etc... Though we never
asked to see any of these, and
made it clear that our goal was just
to visit with our hosts, most hosts
proudly showed us at least one
special site in each place. We saw
The Great Wall
that from ancient times to the
present, Chinese like to build things BIG!
6. Transportation is pretty incredible. If you
haven't been on one, you'd be impressed by how
smooth the ride is between cities at 300 km/185+
mph. Stops at stations don't exceed 2 or 3
minutes, and tickets are quite affordable. We were
thankful that the transportation went so smoothly,
and for the chance to travel by ferries, trains,
privately owned cars, taxis, subways, airplanes,
and two bus rides.
7. Food is a big part of the culture. The variety
of food is amazing, as is the number of dishes
often served at a meal. Rarely did we feel ready
to eat again after our previous meal, but most of
the food was so tasty that it wasn't difficult to
accommodate our hosts by eating what they sat
Dale and Cheryl Ramsey
3690 Coy Hill Road
Rising Sun, IN 47040
812-308-1290
Email:
dale.ramsey@juno.com
overcomer@speedymail.org

We knew the itinerary was ambitious, and would
allow only a short time with each of the friends we
visited. But we believe it was good to have the
chance to see virtually everyone we knew in
China, and also not cause long interruptions to
their busy lives. We were thankful for some
opportunities to engage in deeper conversations
with some, and share more spiritual truth. We're
grateful that our strength held out with non-stop
daily interactions and so much travel. If God ever
allows us to visit again, we would hope to spend a
bit longer in fewer places.

News from Cincinnati
A new director has been appointed for the small
IFI team here in Cincinnati. Please pray for Jim G.
and us as we get acquainted and he takes on this
important role.
The L.I.F.E. group we lead on Fridays is slowly
building back up in size after about 75% of
participants returned to China over the past few
months. We are praying for several more who
would like to meet with us one on one as well.
Thanks again for praying and partnering with us
as we reach out to those from other nations and
seek to share the message of hope with them.
Blessings,
Dale and Cheryl

For donations in the US :
International Friendships Inc.
PO Box 82416
Columbus, OH 43202-0416
614-294-2434
https://www.ifipartners.org/dalecheryl-ramsey/

For donations in Canada:
ACCI
89 Auriga
Nepean, ON K2E 7Z2
www.adventive.ca
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Following the Money
CRWM has a budget of
$14.6 million US dollars for
the 2016-2017 fiscal year.
Where does this money
come from and how does it
get used?

While just under 20
percent of the budget goes
toward administration and
fundraising (which includes
costs for missionaries to
travel on home service),
the rest of these funds go
directly to mission work. Here is a regional breakdown of ministry along
with some unique ways that these funds are being used.
Africa: $2.8 million
Each year, missionaries, local pastors, lay leaders, and other members of the
community go on a journey around the community, witnessing different
ministries and praying for them. Members of North American churches are
invited to take part in the Safari as well. The next Global Prayer Safari will
be in February in Uganda.

Search for a New
Director Begins

The Christian Reformed Church
in North America has launched
a search for a person to serve as
the director for the new agency
being formed by the joining
of Christian Reformed Home
Missions and Christian Reformed
World Missions. To read more
about this opening as well as other
information on the new mission
agency, visit crcna.org/hm-wm.

Stay up to Date

CRWM’s newest edition of Among
the Nations will be availible soon.
You can subscribe to this at
crwm.org/subscribe. You can also
get weekly prayer emails (ePray) and
monthly newsletters (eNews).

Eurasia: $2.1 million
CRWM’s ministry alongside LCC International University in Lithuania
has grown in recent years, as we now have five missionary couples serving
there. Students from a wide variety of faith backgrounds come from all over
Europe to study at this school.
Latin America: $3 million
People of Haitian descent who live in the Dominican Republic are among
the most marginalized people in the country. They also makes up the
majority of the Christian Reformed Church in the Dominican Republic.
CRWM comes alongside these Christians, training leaders to meet the
spiritual and physical needs of their communities and sending volunteer
teams to help build or rebuild church buildings.
Global Programs: $3.7 million
CRWM has a variety of global programs that transcend regional lines. Many
schools around the world face unique challenges, but Educational Care
helps teachers and other staff apply a biblical worldview to these challenges
and in turn transforms the way students are being treated and educated

for future growth.

Find a more detailed description of CRWM’s financial breakdown at
crwm.org/missionarysupport.

Christmas is Coming

As you are preparing your
Christmas cards this year, please
remember that missionaries
appreciate your thoughts and
prayers, especially at Christmas time
when they are far from home and
family. Why not send them a copy
of your Christmas card? Be sure to
send these by early December so
they can open them by Christmas.

Words of Wisdom from CRWM’s
Joel Hogan
Joel Hogan, Christian Reformed World Missions’
international program director, will be retiring by the end
of 2016. Joel has served in his current role since 2001.
He also served as a church planter in the Philippines for
17 years (pictured, right) and taught Bible at a Christian
school in North America. We asked Joel to share some of
his wisdom from these 32 years of experience in missions
as it pertains to being a missional church. Here are four
major ways he shared to help mission-minded churches.
Self Evaluate
Look at Acts 1:8, “But you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
Now ask yourselves how your church is doing on these
‘ands’. How is your church doing mission among its own
people who come through your doors (Judea)? In your
wider community (Samaria)? And how about to the ends
of the earth? You can’t call yourself a missional church if
you are only serving your Jerusalem.
Listen
God’s will can be made known through prayer and
discernment. See how God’s passions match up with
your own church’s passions. Then find a way to follow
that passion and turn it into mission.
One unique passion in our own church is ministry with
a church in Monrovia, Liberia. The pastor at that church
has connections to our church, and many people in our
congregation are excited about this ministry.
Engage
Ask yourselves how you can get engaged in support
for the ministry itself. This goes way beyond monetary
support. How can you be involved in meaningful
intercession?
Also, get people informed about missionaries or projects
not just by distributing their most recent prayer letters
(which we hope you are doing) but also by sending out
further information. For example, if your church is

working among the Fulani people in West Africa, send
out information once in awhile about who the Fulani
people are, what their culture is like, and why they need
your support.
Another important aspect of support is visiting the field.
Send youth teams or individuals to visit missionaries and
see the work firsthand. This is the greatest way to
understand and be familiar with the ministry.
Take Ownership
If your church is doing all these other things, this last
one should be easy. But if your church is truly
committed to answering God’s call to take part in these
ministries, they shouldn’t be an addendum to your
budget but a built-in commitment.
This can also be the danger of having a global missions
council—it might make your church see its missions as
something separate, rather than a ministry of your entire
church. Make sure your council finds ways to get
members of the congregation as involved as possible.
CRWM Calendars
We recently sent 2017 calendars to CRC churches and
to individuals who have given a gift to CRWM in the
last two years. The calendars include the birthdays
and contact information for missionaries as well as
an updated ministry report. These are another way to
remind you of God’s work around the world and your
role in that work as prayer partners and supporters.

Thank you for your faithful prayers on behalf of God’s mission to His world.

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

Fri

Sat

2

3

9 Luke Esselink

10 Dan Veldhuisen
*Larry & Dove
Stahn (27th)

15

16

17

22

23

24 Paiton Veldhuisen

29 Grace Kooistra

30 Darlene Byma

31

7:00 WORSHIP
COMMITTEE
4 Janice Wiersema

5 Donna Sinninghe
Alexa Veldhuisen

10:00 WORSHP
GR 9/10 CATECHISM
6:30 MSN
11 Emma Kaemingh

10:00 WORSHIP
GR 11/12 CATECHISM
18 Dwight Stang
10:00 WORSHIP
GR 9/10 CATECHISM
6:30 MSN
25

10:00 WORSHIP

6 Jackson Arpin

7 Hilda Schryvershof
Eltjo Wiersema

8 Thea Barkley
Malachi Barkley

7:00 GEMS
7:00 PRAYER MEETING

7:00 COUNCIL
12 Peter Van Heyst
*Adam & Ashley
Esselink

13

14

10:30 DORCAS

7:00 CONSISTORY

7:00 CADETS

19 Kerrilyn Esselink
*Henry & Thea
Kaemingh (58th)

20

21 Mel Lucas

26

27 Theo deGroot (Snr) 28
*Louis & Darlene
Byma (42nd)

7:30 BAND PRACTICE

