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The following is a devotion from the “Strength for the Journey” website:
“God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of
creating that he had done.” Genesis 2:3
The old Porgy and Bess tune that declares, “Summertime, and the livin’ is easy”no doubt was
written when life was so much different than what it is now. If you’re like most people, you are
hoping that summer will be a time to kick back and relax a little, but maybe you’re afraid that it
will end up like most other summers with lots to do and flying past far too quickly.
But while we may bemoan the fast pace of summer with all of its chores, the packing and
unpacking for vacations, and repeated trips to Little League games, it would be good to stop
and think about “easy living.” So, let’s get some perspective from God’s Word about the
importance of rest.
It can’t go unnoticed that God Himself rested after six days of assembling the universe.
Knowing that time to kick back was important for the people He created, God instituted the
Sabbath so that we would get the point that no one can work without a break along the way.
Tanks that run on “weary” all the time soon lack the stamina to do well spiritually, mentally,
emotionally, and relationally. Even Jesus, with more sermons to preach, more people to heal,
and more tasks to accomplish for His Father, often went apart to rest a while.
I am not sure why it is that some of us feel guilty or unfulfilled if we are not busy all the time.
It’s important to realize that not everything needs to be done—at least not done right now. It
may be more important to sit back with a tall glass of iced tea and contemplate the beauty of
nature and the greatness of our God who is as faithful to us as the dependability of the seasons.
As the hymn says, in “summer and winter and springtime and harvest . . . join with all nature in
manifold witness to Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.”
So carve out a little easy livin’ time this week and refresh your heart and spirit with blessedness
instead of business. And don’t worry; the chores will still be there. They aren’t going
anywhere!

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
This year, on the 1st of July, we will be celebrating the 150th anniversary of Canada becoming an independent nation.
Though still joined to the British Commonwealth, it was then, no longer considered a colony. This event was first
celebrated on July 1st, 1867, when Queen Victoria was the reigning monarch. Some of us may remember that the 1st of
July was called Dominion Day. According to Al Wolters writing in the Christian Courier, Confederation was a drawn
out political process. For the final stages of the drama, a number of leading politicians travelled to London to negotiate
the final details, one of them being what this new nation should be called. The word kingdom or the republic of
Canada was considered. One of the participants was Sir Samuel Leonard Tilly who was then the premier of New
Brunswick, who is described as a very capable politician and a devout Christian. One morning, while reading the Bible,
he read Psalm 72 and was struck by verse 8 which in the old King James version reads, “He shall have dominion from
sea to sea and from the river to the end of the earth.” Later that day, as the delegates were debating the relative merit of
kingdom or republic or something else to describe Canada, he suggested that dominion might be a good word to
describe Canada, referring to this text from Psalm 72. This new country was to be united under God and before long to
stretch from sea to sea from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific, so that it would be appropriate to be called the Dominion
of Canada. The other delegates agreed, as did the British Prime Minister and Queen Victoria. And so, the Dominion of
Canada became the official designated title of this country and July 1st became a special holiday, which up until 1982
was called Dominion Day. It might be interesting to find out why that was then changed.
We are looking forward, at this time, to the church service to be held on July 2nd at the Northwest Bay Naicatchewenin
First Nation.
We are also looking forward to the VBS program for July 17-21. May we remember to pray for this event and do what
we can so it will be a good week in every way.
We are thankful for the, so far successful, result of the surgery Leona van Heyst underwent to replace the hip that was
dislocated about a month ago and pray that once Leona can be up and around again, she can do so without the aid of a
cane. Peter & Leona are thankful for the prayers and expressions of concern of the congregation. Peter will be going to
Thunder Bay for some more tests, concerning the amnesia he was experiencing some time ago.
The little girl, Nova Jade, born to Tanner & Stevie Lee Kaemingh on May 31st, may have to remain in the hospital for
another month. She is gradually being fed some natural food but that is a very slow process. She has gained 8 ounces
since her birth so some progress has been made. They also are thankful for the prayers of our church family and ask for
continual prayer.
Congratulations also to Arnold & Cindy Kaemingh with the birth of another grandson named Domenic. His parents are
Leanne & Matt Muir from Eastern Ontario.
Congratulations to Marcus & Jenelle Veldhuisen who became parents on June 18th with the birth of a baby boy,
Eli James, a grandson for Gerald and Diane.
Congratulations to Dan & Kaylene Agombar, who became man and wife on June 17th. We welcome them to the area
and hope that they will enjoy living in the Rainy River District. We wish them God’s blessing in their life together.
Donna Vos experienced a mini stroke a couple of weeks ago. Some tests were done which were favourable. She will be
going for a MRI soon and we hope that that test also will have positive results.
Caleb Heerema suffered a fall, about a week ago, in Lethbridge, resulting in a couple of broken ribs and a collapsed
lung. Since the accident, his lung has fully inflated but Caleb has had to have some fluid drained from his liver. Pray
for healing for the liver and comfort for Caleb.
On Sunday, June 25th, farewell was said to Hetty Wiersema, who will be moving back to Winnipeg, so as to be closer to
her children. To somewhat sweeten this happening, we were treated with a piece of cake. We certainly will miss Hetty.
Her new address will be 416-45 Kildonan Green Drive, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3W 0E6
Christy Crans has a new address, as she has moved into an apartment in Winnipeg. Her address is now: Apt 728,
110 Adamar Road, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3T 3M3. Her phone number is: 204-770-1913.
Congratulations to all celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this month.
Special good wishes to Nick Schryvershof who will celebrate his 91st birthday on the 6th. Also to Dove Stahn, whose
birthday is on the 17th, Jack Wielinga on the 18th, and Carrie Smid on the 29th.
Archie & Eleanor Wiersema will celebrate their 51st wedding anniversary on the 16th.
May God bless you all in a special way on those special days.

Ramsey Reflections
June 2017

Dear Co-Laborers,
Greetings once again after a 2+ week trip to visit a
few of our supporting churches in Northwest
Ontario and Kansas, and join a de Jong family
gathering near Winnipeg, Manitoba. This 3,800
mile road trip also allowed us to see individual
supporters, former colleagues and missionaries to
Guinea, and an Iraqi family who previously lived in
Cincinnati. Thanks to the internet, even during the
trip we continued communicating with
internationals and preparing for various aspects of
the ministry.

This past Friday, the L.I.F.E. group lesson topic was
"What is a 'Good Samaritan'?" as we met in the
home of one of our few volunteers. One challenge
we sometimes face is finding places to meet with
adequate space, parking, and the right hosts. Would
you please join us in praying for just the right
facilities and hosts who share our vision for
ministering to internationals on a regular basis?

A typical Friday night meeting

Individual opportunities
With Iraqi friends in Kansas

L.I.F.E. Group changes
Learn little lessons on English language expressions and holidays
Interact while investigating interesting cultural and life issues
Feast on fabulous food
Experience enjoyable events and explore educational places together

Over the past months the Friday L.I.F.E. group has
continued to grow in number, especially as Chinese
scholars invite more of their friends. Many of these
families have enrolled their children in a school 25
minutes north of the university, and thus live in one
large apartment complex there. Due to limited
capacities of homes, we recently launched a second
L.I.F.E. group that meets on Wednesday evenings
in the club house of this apartment complex. We
aren't yet providing a meal for this meeting, but
look forward to seeing how this arrangement works
out in the long term. One positive is that it allows
for more growth of the Friday night group, and our
hope is that it will again take on a more multicultural appearance and not be predominantly
Chinese.

Several of the Japanese ladies with whom Cheryl
has met have now returned to Japan or their
schedules have changed, making it difficult to meet.
In addition to preparing most of the food for our
meetings, outings and trips, keeping the books, and
much more, she still regularly
communicates/meets/studies with gals from Iraq,
Iran, Turkey and China. Would you please
especially pray for one lady from Iraq who has had
many spiritual discussions and some Bible study
with Cheryl? Sadly, after being disillusioned with
Islam and struggling to know what to believe, she
seems, like some others from Iraq, to be moving
towards agnosticism as a response to Muslim
extremists. Her husband said that many in this
country are becoming atheists, which he thinks is a
good response to the atrocities, and we are sure that
he has influenced his wife in this direction. They
expect to return to Iraq later this year, and though
neither wants to practice the predominant religion in
their country, they know they must just "pretend"
like they claim so many others do. Would you pray

for opportunities to gently, lovingly, but powerfully
challenge these views?
Bible study: God does exist
After several weeks of laying a foundation of
studies in the Old Testament, Dale is now in chapter
8 of the Gospel of John with three Chinese police
instructors, and an Iraqi Catholic who also joins the
study sometimes. Each one is at a different place in
their views of God and the Bible and the miracles it
talks about. Evidently there is an unwritten "rule"
among police that officers will not practice any
religion. Please pray for God given wisdom as we
seek to challenge godless worldviews, and convince
people of God's nature--and even His very
existence. Pray that the seeds of truth will find good
soil and produce lasting fruit. A ladies Bible study
also happens on Wednesday nights for those who
are L.I.F.E. group participants.
Engaging through Activities
In the coming weeks, we will be taking this year's
second trip to the Smoky Mountains. Planning is
also underway for outdoor games, fishing, cookouts and camping at our home, and a few other
activities for students and scholars during the
summer months. Please pray both for safety during
these events, and that meaningful interaction and
conversations will occur. Please pray also for the
welcome dinner and furniture sale which are
scheduled for mid-August when most new students
arrive. Please pray for many new contacts to be
made during these events. A tentative trip to
Western national parks is also being planned for
some who are involved in our Bible studies, but
many details have still to be worked out. We would
appreciate prayer for this much longer and more
exhausting trip, and wisdom regarding several
aspects pertaining to it. The goal is to have

Dale and Cheryl Ramsey
3690 Coy Hill Road
Rising Sun, IN 47040
812-308-1290
E-mail: dale.ramsey@juno.com
overcomer@speedymail.org

extended times and shared experiences together,
deepening relationships and having opportunities to
share life to life and heart to heart our hope that is in
Christ.
Also in the coming weeks are plans for gathering
together IFI's Cincinnati staff and volunteers to
share vision and opportunities for ministering to
internationals. Would you join us in praying for
these meetings and that God would raise up many
more who sense a real call to engage with those
coming from some of the darkest nations in our
world?
Thank you
We want to again say how grateful we are for how
you are co-laboring with us as you pray, give and
encourage us in various ways. Many of you have
been more than faithful for years- enabling us to
give all of our time and energy to sharing truth with
those in and from other countries. We are truly
humbled by your generosity! Yet before we had
even finished this letter, we were sobered by
hearing from IFI that over the past 9 months we’ve
received about $10,000 less than our budgeted
support level. Some savings have kept us in the
black but we do have concern about this much
shortfall. This isn’t a veiled request, but we would
invite you to join us in praying for God’s level of
provision through His choice of sources.
Finally, it’s been too long since we’ve visited most
of our supporters and churches and we'd like to see
as many of you as possible before the end of the
year. If you would like such a visit, please don't
hesitate to call or write so we can compare
calendars and find a suitable time.
Gratefully serving,
Dale and Cheryl

For donations in the US:
International Friendships Inc.
PO Box 82416
Columbus, OH 43202-0416
614-294-2434
https://www.ifipartners.org/dalecheryl-ramsey/

For donations in Canada:
ACCI
89 Auriga
Nepean, ON K2E 7Z2
www.adventive.ca

June 28, 2017
Dear friends,
Justin traveled to Dallas last week to meet with world-wide SIL* leaders to continue working on the launch
of some exciting new initiatives. Please continue to pray for the change process in the Americas,
which Justin oversees. There are still a number of critical leadership roles to fill. Change is often
difficult, especially when one’s job is affected, so pray that Justin and his team can bring
encouragement and clarity to those who need it during this time and that they can find
appropriate roles for everyone.
On Friday, Justin and I are heading to Brazil for a week to attend the SIL Brazil team’s annual
retreat/conference. We'd appreciate your prayers.
• Justin, as Americas Area Director, will be giving updates at the conference. Pray that he
will communicate well as he speaks about these initiatives and other changes.
• Pray that we will build relationships, be good listeners, and be an encouragement to the
Brazil team.
After Brazil, Justin doesn’t have another work trip planned until the end of August. We look forward to a
change of pace and some R&R this summer.
Thank you for standing behind us with your prayers, financial support, and encouragement. Please let us
know how we can pray for you as well.

Our recent (and last!) high school graduate, Jesse

Justin and Tammy Hettinga
Americas Area Director
SIL International
justin_hettinga@wycliffe.ca
tammy_hettinga@wycliffe.ca
Follow our blog: Hettinga.ca

Wycliffe Bible Translators of Canada
4316 - 10 St NE, Calgary AB T2E 6K3
800-463-1143 / 403-250-5411
wycliffe.ca

If you would like to make a one-time contribution to our ministry, or set up a recurring donation, visit
Hettinga.ca (our blog page) and click “donate now online”. Please be sure to indicate that the donation
is for the work of Justin and Tammy Hettinga. Another option is to call 1-800-463-1143 (9am-4pm
Mountain time) and ask for the Receipts Department. If you have any issues with this, please do not
hesitate to ask for our assistance.

*SIL, Wycliffe's closest partner, serves language communities worldwide, building their capacity for
sustainable language development by means of research, translation, training and material development.

9125 – 50 Street NW
Edmonton, AB Canada T6B 2H3
Phone: 780-465-3500
Fax: 780-465-3534
kingsu.ca

The King’s University
July 2017 Announcements
Campus Visit Opportunities at The King’s University
As you are thinking about your future, we would like you to consider King’s as your stepping stone into a
future of opportunities. Although our formal campus visit program has finished for the 2016/17 academic
year, you can still experience King’s campus first-hand through a personal visit.
Dates for our 2017/18 campus visit events will be posted this summer. Please visit our webpage
www.kingsu.ca/visit for more details.
Personal Visits
King’s Admissions is happy to arrange a private meeting with an Admissions Counsellor or a campus
tour. Personal visits can be scheduled Monday – Friday between 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. with extended
hours on Thursday evenings until 7:00 p.m.
Fall 2017 Application Deadline
King’s is accepting applications for the 2017/18 academic year! Please apply online at
www.kingsu.ca/apply by August 15, 2017.
Contact Us
If you have any questions about King’s events, programs or applying for admission, please feel free to
contact Admissions at 780-465-8334 or admissions@kingsu.ca.

The King’s Harvest Banquet and Silent Auction
You’re invited to join The King’s University on Saturday, September 30, 2017 from 5:00 to 9:30 p.m.
to celebrate God’s goodness with an evening of dinner, entertainment, and a silent auction. Please
contact the King’s Development Office at 780 465-8314 for more information or visit
https://thekingsharvest.eventbrite.ca to get your tickets at early bird prices!
New This Year!
At 9:30 p.m. following the Harvest Banquet we will host a Late Night Cafe with coffee and dessert and
a musical performance by the award-winning band 100 mile house! Purchase your tickets by visiting
https://thekingsharvest.eventbrite.ca!

Summer 2017

What will Happen to the Ministry we Support?
It has been an honour to
work with missions advocates
over the years and we want to
thank you for your dedication
to missions!
For more than a century,
Christian Reformed churches
have been introducing people
to Christ in North America
and abroad through Home
Missions and World Missions.
We are so grateful for your church’s partnership! Through missionaries, church
planters, and ministry leaders here and around the world, your congregation is
making a far-reaching, eternal impact. Your partnership is tangible proof that
you believe in a God without borders.

Announcing Resonate

As you may have heard, Synod 2017 just approved a name and director for the
new mission agency and we are excited about our future as Resonate Global
Mission under the leadership of Rev. Zachary King, a longtime missionary
to Haiti. This idea of a ‘Resonating’ sound isn’t just a metaphor for our work,
it’s a picture of the future we pursue—living out and sharing the good news so
that it goes out in every direction like an expanding, amplifying sound.
As our two agencies come together, we understand how important it is for
you to be able to support the ministry that matters the most to your church.
We’ve ensured that you will be able to continue to give to either international
or domestic ministry (or hopefully both!) and we will apply the funds exactly as
you specify. We also want to reassure you that the ministry work your church has
stood behind will continue.
In addition to the ministries that you are familiar with, we anticipate new
ministry opportunities to engage with as Resonate Global Mission leverages the
benefits of bringing “home” and “world” together.
With your prayers and financial support, we will be able to equip all our
churches for ministry and join together with what God is already doing around
the world.
If you have additional questions or concerns about your giving, please contact Trish De Jong at
tdejong@crcna.org or (800-730-3490).

Resources for the
Future

This will be the final Missions
Advocate newsletter that you will
receive from CRWM. Resonate
Global Mission will continue to
provide you with helpful resources.
In the meantime, you can continue
to visit the resources page on
CRWM’s website as well as the
Global Mission section of the
Network.

Ministry Openings

With the new agency and new fiscal
year on July 1, also comes a number
of new ministry positions! Here is
the full list, which will be available
at crwm.org/career.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Media Director, West Africa
Evangelist, West Africa
Leadership Developer, Asia,
Middle East, and Japan
Lecturer in Community
Development, Uganda
Promotions Assistant, Haiti
Church Leadership Developer,
Haiti
Transformational Network
Coordinator, Nigeria
Cohort Program Coordinator,
Central America
Theological Educator, Nigeria
Bible School Teacher, Nigeria
Christian Education Specialist,
South Africa
Church Developer, Nigeria
Education Consultant, Nigeria.

The Future of the Canadian Missions Network
As Christian Reformed World Missions prepares to
become Resonate Global Mission, so too comes an end
to what is currently the Canadian Missions Network
(CMN). The CMN is concluding on June 30, 2017, as
Resonate launches on July 1.
Much of what we learned through the CMN will
provide a foundation that will continue through
Resonate. Even before Resonate was on the horizon, we
recognized the desire for churches to receive resources
through a regional delivery system.
Responding to this desire, staff developed the CMN
to increase connections with congregations. Since then
there has been an increase in the number of church
engagements and presentations, conversations with
pastors and ministry leaders, and a rise in congregation
Missions Committees/Global Outreach Teams. We feel
privileged to have walked alongside many churches as
they have deepened their interest in global missions,
and their partnership with our ministry.

In July, that work will continue in Canada through
Resonate’s regional teams, under the leadership of Rich
Braaksma and Kevin de Raaf.

of combined
experience as a lead
pastor in Ontario.
As a Missions
Advocate reader,
you have played
a valuable role
in the Canadian
Mission Network.
We look forward
to continuing
to partner with
you for mission
through Resonate.
Thank you for your
ongoing ministry to raise awareness for missions in
your church and care for your church’s missionaries!
A Special Thank You
Both Bill and Ko Spyksma and John and Margaret den
Otter (pictured left to right with CRWM’s Trish De
Jong in the center in the photo below) will be retiring
from their positions in the CMN. We are so thankful
for the ministry of Bill & Ko and John & Margaret!
They have been a tremendous blessing to churches,
missionaries in their years of ministry—including the
extra year that they graciously committed to in order
to ease the transition to Resonate. We wish the Lord’s
blessings as the Spyksmas and den Otters close this
chapter of their lives, knowing that missions is very
much part of their hearts and passion. If you have an
opportunity, please feel free to drop them a word of
congratulations.

Rich (pictured above) will serve the western Canada
region, which includes Alberta and British Columbia.
Braaksma is currently a pastor at The Road Church, in
Calgary, Ala.
Kevin (pictured top right) will lead the eastern Canada
region, which includes Ontario, Quebec, Newfoundland
and Labrador, and the Maritimes. DeRaaf will lead
the region with his wealth of experience in classis
leadership and church renewal along with his 24 years

Thank you for your faithful prayers on behalf of God’s mission to His world.

July 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1 John Hettinga
Meagan Woolsey
CANADA’S 150TH!!
8-11 PANCAKE
BREAKFAST

2 Wayne Kooistra
*Matt & Kim
Veldhuisen(13th)

3 Kayla Stang
*Wayne & Wilma
Kooistra (22nd)

10:00 WORSHIP @
Naicatchewenin
First Nation & Fish Fry
9 Alexander Veldhuisen

4 *Derk & Susan
Crans (2nd)
*Kris & Katy
Esselink (8th)
7:00 COUNCIL

10 Janelle Kaemingh

11 Arnold T Kaemingh

10:00 WORSHIP
16 *Archie & Eleanor
Wiersema (51st)

17 Dove Stahn
Griffin Veldhuisen

24 Turner Redford

10:00 WORSHIP
30 *Peter & Yvonne
Veldhuisen (23rd)
10:00 WORSHIP

18 Jack Wielinga

31

6 Jonathon Kaemingh
Nick Schryvershof

7 Henriette Verhoef

8 *Dan & Alyssa
Hettinga (11th)

14 Willeke Van Zwol

15

21

22

28 Reta Dykstra
Caleb Esselink

29 Carrie Smid

7:00 PRAYER MEETING
12 Jessica Marissen
Gerald Veldhuisen
*John & Donna
Sinninghe (37th)

13 Cole deGroot
Teagan deGroot

19 *John & Grace
Hettinga (37th)

20 Kathy Kaemingh
Jamie Veldhuisen

VBS
Monday→Friday

10:00 WORSHIP
23

5 *Darryl & Jessica
Marissen (3rd)
*Albert & Carolyn
Strydhorst (31st)

7:00 PRAYER MEETING

7:00 PRAYER MEETING
25

26 Isabella Foster

27

