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A YEAR OF NEW THINGS
“See, I am doing a new thing!” Isaiah 43:19 (NIV)
Thanks to Christmas, we all end the year with new things—new toys for the kids, new clothes
(not always the right color or size, but still new), new pounds on our bodies. We start the year
off with new things, too—a new calendar on the wall, new bills to pay, and new resolutions for
the days ahead.
Everybody likes new things, including God. He’s called the Ancient of Days, but He says,
“Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs
up; do you not perceive it?” God begins His book with the story of His creating a new world; He
ends it with His plans to make a new heaven and new earth.
Our heavenly Father wants to do new things in the lives of His children. He desires to teach us
new truths about Himself provide new opportunities for ministering to others, take us to higher
levels of worship and deeper levels of trust. But too often we’re like the Israelites when they
were traveling in the wilderness.
God promised to provide for them by raining down bread from heaven six days a week. He
instructed them to gather only enough manna for each day, except for the day before the
Sabbath when they were allowed to store up two days’ worth. When some of the people
disobeyed and tried to hoard extra manna, it became rotten and full of worms by the next
morning.
I’m like that sometimes. God wants to do new, fresh things in my life and in my ministry for
Him. But often I try to hold on to yesterday’s stale manna. I don’t want to let go of what is
comfortable and familiar—some old way of thinking, a certain way of doing things, my usual
area of service to Him. I may miss new and exciting things God has planned for me if I don’t
fully trust His guidance, even when He seems to be leading me down unfamiliar paths.
One of the best ways to keep our faith fresh and new is to develop a habit of daily Bible study.
God’s Word is timeless—old and new at the same time. Just as God’s “compassions are new
every morning” (Lamentations 3:22-23), a daily dose of His Word can give us new
understanding, fresh insights, and renewed strength.
We can drink in the Psalms to help us “sing to the Lord a new song” (33:3 and others). We read
in Ezekiel about God’s promise to give us “a new heart and a new spirit” (chapters 11, 18, 36).
We rejoice along with Paul as he declares, “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old
has gone, the new has come!” (2 Corinthians 5:17)
Studying the letters of Colossians and Ephesians reminds us that we have taken off our “old self
with its practices” (Colossians 3:9) and are to “put on the new self, created to be like God in true
righteousness and holiness” (Ephesians 4:24).
If we need motivation to live like a new creation, God has provided two keys in His Word. It’s
important to look backward to the New Covenant, the source of our salvation. We can meditate
on Hebrews and thank God again that the sacrifice of Jesus made “a new and living way” for us
to enter His presence (Hebrews 10:19-22). And we also keep looking forward to our future by
reading Revelation. We can find comfort in thinking about the time when God will right all
wrongs, heal all hurts, and give us a new name and a new home.
A good way for a child of God to celebrate the New Year is to let go of anything that has gone
stale or rotten. Then we’ll be free to live each day expecting new, fresh things from the One
Who promises, “I am making everything new!” (Revelation 21:5)
This Devotion is adapted from Drawing Closer to God: 365 Daily Meditations on Questions from Scripture with
permission. (Baker Books) © 2010 Dianne Neal Matthews

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Though we may think that this world seems to be getting more chaotic all the time, we also know that our parents and
grandparents also had many concerns during their lifetime. To say that the world situation now is just as it was 70 years
ago may not be true, but to say it was more peaceful then, may not be be realistic either.
My sister found this speech given by General Omar Nelson Bradley on Armistice Day 1948: “We live in a world of
nuclear giants and ethical infants, in a world that has achieved brilliance without wisdom, power without conscience.
We have solved the mystery of the atom and forgotten the lessons of the Sermon on the Mount. We know more about
war than we know about peace, more about dying then we know about living.”
We may wonder what he would say about today’s world. As it says in Ecclesiastes, “What has been will be again and
what has been done will be done again.” Knowing that nothing happens outside of God’s control is the only surety and
comfort we have. Also, knowing that some day He will show His awesome power and put an end to all conflicts and
calamities. Going through Christmas cards received last year, I found this poem that is meaningful as we face the New
Year.
Greet now the swiftly changing year
With joy and penitence sincere…
With Him as Lord to lead the way
In want and in prosperity,
What need we fear in earth or space
In this New Year of love and grace!
-Slovak, 1636
The same card also had a little message taken from the Mennonite directive which might help us make a good New
Year’s resolution:
“Let us take time to be pleasant. The small courtesies, which we often omit will someday look larger to us than the
wealth we covet or the fame for which we have struggled.”
As a church family, we were blessed with witnessing the baptism of Atlas McInerney on Sunday, the 11th of December.
On Christmas Day, seeing all those children up in front of the church participating in the service, also was quite special,
giving us many reasons to be thankful. The organ and piano contributions and the other special music added so much to
the Christmas celebration.
We are thankful that Donna Vos, who has had a kidney removed, is doing well after this surgery.
Nick Schryvershof was admitted to the Emo Hospital and is waiting to go to Rainycrest.
We are thankful that Henriette Verhoef was able to travel to eastern Ontario to be with family for the Christmas
holidays. We hope it may have been an uplifting time for her in every way.
John Redford is still waiting for surgery on his knee but is managing quite well for now.
Jan & Annie Van Rozen praise God for how well their daughter in law, Kim, was doing when they were there some time
ago. She is able to sit up in her wheelchair, her skin looks much better, she is eating better and gaining some weight.
The wound after her last surgery has healed, though it took a long time. She still faces many challenges but we are
thankful that she is doing better and pray it will continue to be so.
Best wishes to all who will be celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in January. May your day go well and may God
bless you with many happy days until your next special day.
Seniors celebrating a birthday are Jan Van Zwol on the 6th and Henry Kaemingh on the 8th.

FROM THE DORCAS SOCIETY:
About a month ago we had a fund raiser supper at church, which many of you attended. We are always
grateful with your generosity for such events, and will now let you know how we put the proceeds to use.
We added the money we personally donated, before going on our shopping spree at our Christmas
meeting. We hope it blesses the receivers as much as it did the givers.
From the World Renew catalogue: The Best Seller Bundle, consisting of: 1 goat, 1 pump and well, 1 calf,
1 bicycle, 1 family water filter, 1 beehive, 1 nutrition kit for children, and some money to use where most
needed for a total of $888.00.
From Christian Blind Mission: 1 cataract surgery for a child at $200.
We also could set aside the amount of $365 for the student we sponsor each year in Columbia, which is
due in January.
Thank you again for your faithful help. Sincerely, the Dorcas Society.

FROM MARK MAST:
Dear friends at Emo CRC,
As 2016 draws to a close, we would like to express our heartfelt thanks for the blessing of your faithful
prayers and financial support throughout this past year! We are so very blessed by your encouragement
to us in ministry and especially the prayers that you offer on our behalf. It has also been a blessing to
have a number of teens and adults join us for ministry trips to Gautemala.
We have had a wonderful year of ministry with One Hope Canada and rejoice that the Lord has provided
so many open doors to share the Gospel to the "otherwise unreached".
In the immediate future, we are anticipating continuing with the discipleship programs that we offer
throughout the winter months in Canada, along with all the other ways that God gives opportunities to
make Jesus known.
And, in just a few days, it is all systems "GO!" for Mark to take a team of 10 men (January 9-17) to build
Innovating Dreamers Institute in Guatemala. Thank you for praying as we construct this school for 200+
impoverished children in San Miguel who would not otherwise receive an education. Above all, we are
grateful that these children will receive Bible instruction and be introduced daily to the Gospel and the
claims of Jesus upon their lives. I (Mark) will also be preaching almost every evening in area churches
and doing VBSs each day. Please pray that I will clearly proclaim the Gospel and that many will be
brought to saving faith in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour.
Thank you again for standing with us through your prayers and support.
Have a blessed New Year!
Looking to JESUS,
Mark & Tina

the

COMLEY family
2016 year - in - review
Highlights from 2016
Getting Married
Spending time with Family
Traveling together
Working a lot (this is Ben’s highlight )

Ben

This year Ben has been involved at church by
being on the Men’s Breakfast committee and
running a small group with me. He has recently
been asked to join a team that is going to be
helping with the church building’s revitalization
project. He also helps me out whenever he is
needed, especially when I have game night with
the girls (we can always use another player for
Bohnanza). This past weekend while I helped
out with a musical performance, he was in
charge of babysitting 15 children from a local
reserve so their parents could enjoy the
banquet. He had a blast!
Ben is also a member of the Executive team of
the Battlefords Scuba Community and enjoys
helping teens who wouldn’t normally get the
chance, to learn how to dive.
Ben recently got a promotion at work and has
been enjoying his new position as well as his
time working with the Underwater Recovery
Team.

Kelsey

This year I have had many opportunities to spend time with the girls. I
especially like our weekly hang outs at our place, chats on their lunch break,
and trips around town. This year I also planned “Spa Night”, an evening at
my church for young women to come relax, feel loved, and share their
burdens. I hope to have a few of these events in the coming year. I also am
in the planning stages of hosting a bigger youth event in town.
Small Group has been amazing this year. We have learned and have grown
so much together. We even took a couple of trips, one to a National Park a
few hours away and just recently to a nearby Bible Camp after it was closed
for the winter. We even get to send one young couple off into the mission
field this January.
I have greatly enjoyed being involved in music ministry at church and
planning worship for InterAct conferences.
I thank God so much for what I have learned this year- especially about soul
care and rest. I hope to share this with other missionaries in the future so
they don’t become “burnt out”.

Thank you so much for your prayers and
support!

Kelsey and Ben

“As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another
as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.” (1Peter 4:10)
December 2016

“We’re In This Together”
It has been an amazing year of ministry and we are thankful to the Lord for all the ways He has ministered
through you to fulfill His purpose and accomplish His work with us. Bible Camps, Vacations Bible Schools,
Wilderness Canoe Trip, Bible Clubs, Preaching, Discipleship Programs, Guatemala Outreach “GO!” trips and daily
opportunities to make Jesus known have been just a few of the ways this has happened. Thank you for being a
“good steward” “serving” with a “special gift” and demonstrating the “manifold grace of God”! It is so
awesome!! If you have access to Facebook, please look at all the pictures and celebrate what God has done in
2016!

https://www.facebook.com/masts “Mark Tina Mast”

“I felt for the first time in a long while that I was doing what a Christian should do.”
A great deal of planning goes into the Guatemala Outreach “GO!” trips, and the primary purpose is to serve the
people of Guatemala with the love of Jesus. However, it is so exciting when God does supernatural things in
our team member’s lives as well. Please celebrate with us what the LORD has done in these two lives:
“Thank you" is such an inadequate word to describe my heart felt gratitude for your leadership of this trip- it was so
phenomenal and God honouring. Jesus certainly shines through your every pore as you shower love and respect and
compassion all at the same time on the people that you serve in Guatemala. It was wonderful to watch. I am coming
home with a new sense of mission to the people around me here at home- to come alongside people and love and
serve and share the good news of Jesus. I wish I had shared with everyone that EVERY aspect of the week, EVERY
moment of the day was a God highlight- I am so grateful for the experience of getting to share God's message of love
and grace and redemption in another of God's "neighbourhoods".
Thanks Mark. It was an incredible emotionally draining God glorifying time. I felt for the first time in a long while that I
was doing what a Christian should do. Thanks for giving all those people the opportunity to serve and share the gift of
Jesus…Thanks again.

“Merry Christmas!” and “Happy New Year!”
“For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:11)
May your Christmas season be filled with continuous reminders of God’s great love for you!

“With heartfelt THANKSGIVING to GOD for YOU!”
Thank you so much for partnering with us in the advancement of the Gospel to the “otherwise unreached” in
Canada, Guatemala and the USA! We are very grateful for your encouragement, prayers and financial support.

All for

JESUS,

Mark & Tina Mast

Canadian Correspondence

USA Correspondence:

Phone, FAX or email us at:

Mark & Tina Mast
PO Box #111
Rainy River ON P0W-1L0

Mark & Tina Mast
PO Box #706
Baudette MN 56623-0706

Phone: (807) 852-3202
Email address: masts@bell.net
Web site: www.onehoperainyriver.ca

Canadian Financial Support

USA Financial Support:

One Hope Canada
#6 – 875 Gateway Rd
Winnipeg MB R2K-3L1

CSSM Ministries International
PO Box #1223
Sault Ste. Marie MI 49783-7223

***Gifts are tax-deductible. Please designate to: “Mark & Tina Mast”
***If from Canada, please make cheques payable to: “One Hope Canada”
***If from the USA, please make checks payable to: “CSSM Ministries Int”

CANADIAN Donors can donate with a Credit Card using the following link:
www.onehopecanada.ca
Click the “Donate Now” tab on the upper right hand corner. Please be sure to indicate that your gift is for “Mark & Tina Mast” in the designation box.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

USA Donors can donate with a Credit Card or PayPal using the following link:
www.onehopecanada.ca

Click on the “Donate Now” tab on the upper right hand corner. Scroll down and click on: “Are you a donor from the US and would like a receipt? Click here to make your
donation online.”
Once you are about to send payment, please type “For Mark & Tina Mast” in the “Designation” box.

Saving 2,000 Words…
2 photos galvanize what the Lord taught us in 2016:
This 74 year old woman named Narcisa didn't have any water for us to
make the concrete for the floor of her new home when we finished
building it. So, while we went on to build another house, she carried
water all day long (approximately 100 gallons) on her head… in this
bucket… filled to within a 1/2 inch from the top... not spilling a DROP…
and barefoot! Her toothless smile and countenance portraying the joy of
the Lord, was an inspiration every time we saw her! She completely and
absolutely rejoiced that the Lord considered her worthy, and had blessed
her with the gift of a home! What a remarkable example of peace, joy
and contentment. We no longer have ANYTHING to complain about! And
yes, we brought her a suitcase with clothes and 2 pairs of shoes. Please pray that Narcisa retains
her Christ-like disposition to everyone who is blessed to know her!
This widow named Ilaria, whose husband passed away in an
earthquake in 1974, was overwhelmed with joy because of the
12’x12’ house we built for her. She wept profusely and stated
over and over, "I never dreamed I would ever have a house of
my own!" Then, as the tears continued flowing she sobbed,
"Now I'm afraid I won't live long enough to enjoy it!" Please
pray for Ilaria, who dearly loves the Lord, and is such an
example of humility and thankfulness, but is desperately poor!

Dear friends at Emo CRC,
I wish to write and say a very special thanks for the offering that was given to offset some of the ministry costs
for our "GO!" trips in November to build houses for impoverished Guatemalans and serve in countless other
ways as well. Thank you so much for helping to make this possible!
As you read below about some of the things we were able to accomplish, please thank the Lord for His
faithfulness to our teams as we served the Guatemalan people.
Guatemala Outreach “GO!” - 2016
(November 6-14 and November 13-23)
Dear friend of Guatemala Outreach “GO!”
It has been a great pleasure and joy to serve in Guatemala throughout 2016! I
would like to thank the Lord for the privilege to minister and see Him
accomplish so much for His glory through our combined efforts. Thank you for your prayers and financial
support to accomplish this for His glory. It was a
blessing that TOGETHER we could:
November 6-14 “GO!” Team #1 - 24 participants
-build 12 homes in San Lorenzo
-conduct 2 days of Bible School in El Tejar at the National School
-conduct 2 days of Bible School in San Lorenzo at Ministerios Vida
-conduct Bible School at the Dream Center
-sort through mountains of clothes/shoes/blankets/school supplies/hygiene
supplies/toys/stuffed animals/etc. to give away at each of the ministries we
conducted
-have 34 boys from Casa Aleluya over for pizza, singing and sharing
-do an outdoor bonfire church service at Grace Community Church at the
Dream Center
-do a church service in San Miguel (El Tejar) at Iglesia Amor y Gracia y
Misercordia (Grace, Love and Mercy Church)
-minister at the El Tejar dump (conduct Bible School; provide a meal; give
out clothes, blankets and other gifts) - 85 people
-perform home dedications in San Lorenzo
-feed 350 people tamales at the Dream Center (Village Ministry)
-do Village Ministry at the Dream Center - 100 families
-do a church service in San Lorenzo at Ministerios Vida (Life Ministries)
-conduct the baptisms for 8 new believers of Grace Community Church at La Libertad
-experience the majesty of God's creation while climbing and exploring
Pacaya volcano
November 13-23 “GO!” Team #2 - 37 participants
-build 15 homes in Pajales Dos
-conduct 2 days of Bible School Los Planes at Iglesia De Dios Evangelico
Completo
-conduct 2 days of Bible School in Pajales Dos at Iglesia De Dios
Evangelico Completo
-sort through mountains of clothes/shoes/blankets/school supplies/hygiene

supplies/toys/stuffed animals/etc. to give away at each of the ministries we
conducted
-provide a banquet in honor of the staff of Grace Ministries
-do 2 church services at Grace Community Church at the Dream Center
-conduct a Bible School and provide breakfast for children of “My Special
Treasure” school in Chimaltenango
-minister at the Chimaltenango dump (devotional; provide a meal; give out
large bag of food and blankets) - 45 families
-conduct Bible School and a Carnival at the Dream Center
-have 34 girls from Casa Aleluya over for pizza, singing and sharing
-do Village Ministry at San Jose Yalu - 100 families
-perform home dedications in Pajales Dos
-preach and sing at community church service in Pajales Dos at Iglesia De
Dios Evangelico Completo
-do a church service in San Lorenzo at Ministerios Vida (Life Ministries)
-honor Marcia Suruy for her graduation as a teacher
-testify of what the Lord did (highlight… lowlight… God’s Light) during our
testimony time
-experience the majesty of God's creation while visiting Lake Atitlan
Thank you for all the donations to bring dozens of suitcases to Guatemala filled with countless items to give
away at Bible School, dump ministry, church
services, Village Ministry, etc.
Thank you for all the ministry finances that were raised to:
-build 27 houses
-purchase food for 200 families (Village Ministry x2)
-purchase food for 45 families (Dump Ministry)
-purchase food for 275 bag lunches distributed at El Tejar dump, My Special
Treasure school and Chimaltenango dump
-purchase 350 meals (tamales) for Dream Center Village Ministry
-provide entrance fee, meal and transportation to get Grace Community
Church members to La Libertad for the baptism service
-purchase pizza and provide transportation for Casa Aleluya orphanage
children and teens (x2)
-help provide transportation for Grace Community Church and Dream Center services
-support various Grace Ministries projects
-much, much more
Thank you for PRAYING for us as well. Prayer is absolutely vital to everything
we do, and there must have been an army of people praying for us for sure!
I would like to thank each of you personally for being a great encouragement and blessing to me. Thanks for
recognizing the need to serve together as a united TEAM for GOD'S GLORY!
Most importantly,
Thank You LORD JESUS for undertaking for us so miraculously each day of
Guatemala Outreach “GO!” Your “Mighty Hand and Outstretched Arm” was truly upon us every moment of
every day and night... “Your love endures forever!” (Psalm 136:12)
If you have facebook, please take a quick look at some of the pictures that

were taken during our trip. https://www.facebook.com/masts Contact Mark & Tina if you would like to see
more!
Please PRAY for the Guatemala people as you view the pictures and are reminded of all the ministry
opportunities that we were involved with throughout 2016.
***Mark Mast and Rachel Mast also went to serve in Guatemala from January 8-15, 2016. We conducted an
“Operation Blessing” tour and took many pastors and their families on special outings. In addition to that, we
took them to nice restaurants for a meal to honor them for the ministry they perform in their villages. We also
preached in many churches, conducted Bible schools with children, ministered at the El Tejar dump, and did
follow-up with families who had homes built for them in November, 2015.
***Mark Mast went to Guatemala from October 13-22, 2016 to preach at area
churches, conduct Bible Schools with children and prepare for the “GO!” teams coming in
November. Highlighting the week, Mark preached at the annual Pastor’s Conference that he has participated in
for the past nine years. There were over 400 Guatemalan pastors in attendance this year! Many of them also
had their wives along for the 3 day conference. There were around 75 seminary staff in attendance as well. It
was an overwhelming experience of seeing God at work in countless ways!
In 2017, Mark and a team of 9 men will be (Lord-willing) serving in Guatemala
from January 9-17. They will be constructing a school in San Miguel call
“Innovating Dreamers Institute”. This is a school for children that would
otherwise be unable to attend school because of impoverished circumstances.
Mark will also be preaching in churches, conducting Bible Schools and doing
dump ministry. If you would like to donate toward the $15,000US we are raising for building materials, please
go to Possibilities International website:
https://www.iam1ru.com/DreamBigDetail.aspx?id=770
Your gifts are tax-deductible. Be sure to give to the “A Sure Foundation!”
project.
If a tax receipt is NOT required, donations can be made directly to “Guatemala
Outreach” and mailed to:
PO Box 111, Rainy River ON P0W-1L0
or
PO Box 706, Baudette MN 56623
Above all, please PRAY.
In October, 2017, Mark will Lord-willing be preaching at the Pastor’s Conference and taking on many other
ministry opportunities as well. Pray for the Lord to open many doors of making Jesus known.
***Please note! We are planning to take two “GO!” teams to Guatemala in
November, 2017. Are you interested? NOW is the time to sign up and let Mark
Mast know. It may seem like a long way off, but it will be here very soon! We
will (Lord-willing) have "GO!" teams at the Grace Ministries mission house.
Mark needs to know by April 1 if you are planning to come along.
Thank you for EVERYTHING you do to help bless the people of Guatemala with the Gospel of Jesus Christ
and the Salvation that is ours through faith in Him!
May the Lord bless you and keep you... make His face shine upon you... be gracious to you… and give you His
peace. All for JESUS, Mark Mast masts@bell.net (807)852-3202

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
&
HAPPY NEW YEAR
“The people walking in darkness have seen a great light…you have enlarged the nation and increased their
joy…For unto us a Son is born Isa 9:2,3,6”. AIM Central Region rejoices that the good news of Jesus is
reaching more and more people who have never heard the gospel. In 2016 new teams entered unreached areas
and are bringing light to those who have been walking in darkness.
I have had the privilege of continuing my work in the AIM CR office here to support to our members in many
different places. There has been the darkness of wars and rebel attacks. Relief has been provided to many
refugees and those in danger in South Sudan. Simple houses have been built and supplies have been sent in for
new personnel going in for the first time to remote areas in S Sudan, N Uganda and CAR. Language and culture
studies are ongoing and much prayer is offered that the light of the gospel will shine into the areas where people
live in fear and poverty.
At this Christmas season we are so thankful for Jesus who came so long ago to give everlasting life. We were
saddened this week by the death of a Ugandan lady who worked with one of our teams. She is with the
Lord. Pray for Pastor Stephen and his family at this time of great loss.
I did fully intend to write while in Canada but somehow didn’t do it. I am sorry for the silence. I purchased a
new computer so had to move files from the old faithful slow one of 10 plus years and get used to a new one. I
did have a great time in Canada after an absence of almost 4 years. Reconnecting with family and some friends
by phone and in person, some shopping, a trip to eastern Canada with my sister and brother in law. I enjoyed
beautiful coloured leaves, maple walnut ice cream, a kayak ride on the lake in mid November and then frost and
snow just at the time when beautiful Christmas decorations were going up. A ladies Christmas party at church
gave me a taste of Christmas in Canada. Then it was time to return to Uganda. I arrived back on December
4th and have settled into work and life here again.
Shakur John successfully completed his Senior 5 and plans to take S 6, his final year of secondary
school. School starts Feb 5th. He has lots of school work to do as preparation for next year. The schools give
holiday work to the students to keep them in the books!! He also helps on the media team at church.
I have prayed and looked to the Lord for His plan for me regarding my time to move back to Canada. I feel
that the answer is “not yet”. I plan to continue on here for another 1-2 years as the Lord enables, directs
and provides. During my time in Canada I got a better idea of what living back in Canada will look like. I feel
like I have more I can help with here—some commitments to finish up and can still contribute to the work of
our Region. I enjoy it here but know that living back in Canada will be fun too.
God bless you all and give you a very blessed Christmas.
Love and best wishes for the New Year,
Laura

Merry Christmas from the Hettingas

December 11, 2016
Dear friends,
PEACE. LOVE. JOY. HOPE. This is what Christmas means to us. God sent His Son, Jesus, to
earth so that we may have peace, love, joy, and hope.
This past year has been a difficult one for us, due to the tragic accident in February that
involved our son, Caleb, and seven of his friends. The ramifications, for all involved, are
extensive, complex, and ongoing. Yet, in the midst of it, we can honestly say that we have
experienced peace, love, joy, and hope.
God never promised us an easy life. We live in a broken and fallen world and we witness the
effects of sin and brokenness every day. He tells us to expect hardship and suffering. Yet to
those who believe in and follow Him, He has promised peace, love, joy and hope – no matter
the circumstances.
PEACE. Despite the tragic circumstances, we have experienced God’s presence and
unexplainable peace. Peace in knowing that whatever God is allowing us to walk through, He is
walking with us and holding us in His arms. The Bible calls it a "peace that passes all
understanding" (Philippians 4:7).

LOVE. “This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a
sacrifice to take away our sins” (1 John 4:10). And God reaches out to us and ministers to us
through His people (you!).
JOY. “When anxiety was great within me, your consolation brought me joy” (Psalm 94:19). God
also has given us “gifts” of joy in the midst of the storm, to encourage us and sustain us.
HOPE. Why? Because God is sovereign and trustworthy and He lovingly reaches out to us and
offers us a way to have restoration with Him and the promise of eternity with Him (and in the
meantime, an abundant life full of purpose).
For this reason, we are passionate about Bible translation and our ministry with Wycliffe Bible
Translators. Over one billion people still lack access to a complete Bible in their heart language.
So, thank you for the part you play in our ministry (whether by encouraging, praying or
contributing financially) so that many more marginalized people may themselves know this good
news and the subsequent peace, love, joy, and hope that it brings.
As you celebrate Jesus’ birth this Christmas, no matter your circumstances, we pray you truly
experience the PEACE, LOVE, JOY, and HOPE that He offers and freely gives.
Merry Christmas!
Justin and Tammy Hettinga
Americas Area Director
SIL International
justin_hettinga@wycliffe.ca
tammy_hettinga@wycliffe.ca
Hettinga.ca

Wycliffe Bible Translators of Canada
4316 - 10 St NE, Calgary AB T2E 6K3
800-463-1143 / 403-250-5411
wycliffe.ca

If you would like to make a onetime contribution to our ministry, or set up a recurring donation,
visit Hettinga.ca (our blog page) and click “donate now online”. Please be sure to indicate that the
donation is for the work of Justin and Tammy Hettinga. If you have any issues with this, please do not
hesitate to ask for our assistance.

PARTNERING IN MISSION
TIMOTHY LEADERSHIP TRAINING INSTITUTE
CHRISTIAN REFORMED WORLD MISSIONS
CALVIN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
December 2016

Albert and Carolyn Strydhorst
3300 Burton Street SE, Suite 105, Grand Rapids, MI; 49546
astrydhorst@tlti.org

“I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all people. A Savior has
been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.”
Warm greetings! It took a while for winter to show up, but as I look out at a foot of snow on the patio, well,
it’s arrived. A gorgeous winter wonderland! And a good time to reflect on the past year…
Kristin’s 3rd year at Calvin College included a summer of field research on sparrows in the Grand Rapids area,
and a semester of Creation Care study abroad in New Zealand. Her wonderful experience came to a crashing
halt on Nov 14 when an earthquake struck their area; she was evacuated back to the US five days later. While
we’re overjoyed that she was safe and we could enjoy her early return, her experience of the actual quake
and disappointment with the abrupt end of the semester were hard.
Andrea is into the final stretch of High School at The Potter’s House. She played Varsity soccer and volleyball
in the spring and fall, and kept busy mowing lawns and babysitting in the summer. The last few months have
seen a deluge of college recruitment letters in our mail, with the list now narrowed down to a couple. We’re
hoping for the one(s) close to home…
Jessica is into a final stretch too, but for her it’s her college career at Redeemer University. She’s now in the
middle of teaching practicum assignments, one of which will bring her to Honduras in March. She spent the
summer cooking for tree planters in the Thunder Bay area for the third year running; her culinary skills were
put to the test for a wedding dinner for 200+ guests served out of the camp kitchen at the end of the summer.
Word has it she passed the test!
Carolyn enjoys meaningful volunteer work with Church of the Servant in teaching English as a Second
Language (ESL), and with refugees. The last weeks have been busy with resettling a family from Iraq, along
with ongoing care for a family of five from Sudan. Another slice of her life was organizing a fund raiser in
November for The Potter’s House High School – making 827 apple pies.
I (Albert) continue to love my work as the Director of International Ministries with Timothy Leadership
Training (TLT). While most of my work is done with email, phone and skype interaction around the world, I
also visited Korea, Russia, Sierra Leone and Liberia this year. I continue to be amazed at how TLT, as basic as it
is, meets the needs of church leaders who have no access to other theological training. Like Nehemiah of the
Old Testament, I’m both humbled and motivated to be involved in “a great work.”
As you know, we still raise support for our ministry through Christian Reformed World Missions. While our
personal fund-raising goal last year was $50,000USD, we raised just over $33,000USD. If you are interested to
give additional support to help us narrow the gap, we’d be grateful. Giving information is on the back of this
letter. Thank you for your partnership with us!
Peace in Christ,

Albert, Carolyn, Jessica, Kristin and Andrea

Financial Support
Support can be sent to Christian Reformed World Missions,
3475 Mainway, PO Box 5070, Burlington, ON, L7R 3Y8
(or 1700 28th Street, Grand Rapids, MI, 49508-1407)
marked “TLTI Strydhorst Grant.”
Online giving can be done at https://crwm.org/support/give-or-donate-now.
For your gift designation choose the options “Projects-General” and
then “TLTI Strydhorst Grant.”
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January 2017
Sun
1

Nicole Boven

Mon
2 Derek Kaemingh
*Gary & Cheryl
Foster (11th)

3

9

10

10:00 WORSHIP
SUNDAY SCHOOL
GR 9/10 CATECHISM
15 Grace Hettinga

16 Sarah McInerney

10:00 WORSHIP
SUNDAY SCHOOL
GR 11/12 CATECHISM
6:30 MSN

11

23

17 Aiden Wielinga

18

7:00 CONSISTORY

10:00 COFFEE BREAK
7:00 CADETS

24

25

10:00 WORSHIP
SUNDAY SCHOOL
29 Christine Bethune
Dax Laplante

4

Thu
5

Fri
6 Jan Van Zwol
Ann Wielinga

Sat
7 Wilma Esselink

7:00 PRAYER MEETING

7:30 DORDT COLLEGE
CHOIR CONCERT

12

13

14

19 Gavin Veldhuisen

20 Jared Bethune

21 Laura Hickey

26 Julia Dykstra

27 Sullivan Shortreed

28 LoriAnn Shortreed
Jenelle Veldhuisen

10:00 COFFEE BREAK 7:00 G.E.M.S.

10:00 WORSHIP
SUNDAY SCHOOL
6:30 MSN
22

Wed

7:00 COUNCIL

10:00 WORSHIP
8 Henry Kaemingh

Tue

10:00 COFFEE BREAK 7:00 G.E.M.S.
30 Olivia Ronmark-Paishk 31

7:30 BAND PRACTICE

