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The following is taken from “Stuff in the Basement”, a blog written by James C. Schapp:
Garrison Keillor once said we'd all be better off if we all started the day by giving thanks for
just one thing. I'll try.
My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast;
I will sing and make music. Psalm 57
I need to thank Garrison Keilor for drawing my attention to this verse of Psalm 57—not in so
many words, but in spirit. I need to thank him for reminding me in an interview in Christian
Century that the Christian life begins in gratitude. The source of faith itself is certainly
elsewhere and mysterious beyond my ken, but gratitude is the starting block for what ye olde’
theologians called sanctification. “I will sing and make music” is David’s brash pledge, his
testimony of how he will live. He says it because he knows God’s promises are sure, his
faithfulness will ooze into all generations, and beyond, upward and forever outward into
eternity itself.
Here’s what Garrison Keilor said:
Thank you, Lord, for this amazing and bountiful life and forgive us if we do not love it
enough. Thank you for this laptop computer and for this yellow kitchen table and for the
clock on the wall and the cup of coffee and the glasses on my nose and for these black
slacks and this black T-shirt. . . .Thank you for the odd delight of being 60, part of
which is the sheer relief of not being 50.
And then he said, “One should enumerate one's blessings and set them before the Lord. Begin
every day with this exercise. "That's the idea that birthed this blog 2500 posts ago, trying to
begin each day with gratitude, making a discipline of thanksgiving. Sometimes thanks comes
easy as breath itself; sometimes, come the wee hours of the morning, it’s just plain hard work.
What he said in that Christian Century interview grabbed me because I sometimes feel too
much the curmudgeon as I creep into those supposedly blessed, therefore golden years. A
friend of mine once made the claim that the doctrine of sanctification—that believers, as they
age, inch closer and closer to the Lord, to godliness—is really a myth. “Most old guys I know,”
he says, “are crotchety.”
And they are. It’s an itch I’ve been scratching too much myself.
It all starts with praise, Keilor says: “Gratitude is where the Christian life begins.” We all
ought to work at it, he reminds us. “Begin every day with this exercise. . .” That idea struck me
as priceless, so that’s what I’ve been trying to do for years already--there's the quote up top of
the page.
Maintaining a discipline of gratitude with dawn’s early light hasn’t morphed me into some kind
of saint. You can’t make a silk purse out of a pig’s ear.
But neither has not been, for me, a waste of time. Not at all. I’m not a great a singer, but I make
my own kind of music here in front of a screen in the basement. And for that—for my music
and the source of its energy and Garrison Keilor’s sweet reminder of something I’ve
always known—for all of that, I’m thankful.
Hear my song.

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
In a recent Sunday morning message, Pastor John mentioned a Catechism question & answer which says that
our responsibility as God’s people is to glorify God in how we live. When visiting with Carlie & Rita Byma, I
was often impressed with their knowledge of the Heidelberg Catechism. Most of us can probably remember a
few of them, one of them being, “that we must know how great our sin and misery is.” I have been reading a
book by Dr. James Kennedy, where in he devotes quite a portion on the problem of sin and how we as a
society have a hard time admitting that we are sinners. We would rather say we have made a mistake or a
foolish choice. Admitting our sinfulness is more difficult. In this book, he tells a story that is an example that
the ability to do evil is in all of us. It is taken from a clip from a motion picture taken at the Nuremberg trials
when Adolf Eichmann, who was responsible for sending so many Jesus to their death in the Holocaust, was
tried. When a Holocaust survivor walked into the courtroom, and turned to look at him, he began to sob
loudly and fell in a dead faint,. After being revived, he was asked, “did the sight of this monster of evil cause
you to faint?” Was he overcome by hatred, fear, bitter memories? No, it was none of these. He explained that
he realized that Eichmann was an ordinary man and seeing him like that, made him afraid of himself, realizing
that he too was capable of doing what Eichmann had done. There is, said the commentator, “a little Eichmann
in each of us”. Next month we will remember the death and resurrection of Jesus in a special way, which was
the only way God could take care of the problem of sin which would always have kept us separated from Him
otherwise. Though we can never fully understand all of this, through God’s grace we can accept His love for
us, in spite of our sinfulness.
We praise God with Luke and Marissa Esselink who were blessed with a baby girl on the 1st of February. Her
name is Paisley Mae. Congratulations, Luke and Marissa and grandparents, Gary and Betty.
May we remember to pray for John Wiersema who is waiting to have surgery on his heart, to replace a valve.
Cathie Sinninghe has recently been diagnosed with Wegener’s Disease. She is on some heavy medication
which has had some expected adverse side effects. The problems which Cathie has been experiencing with her
left foot have been found to be related to Wegener's Disease. She does require surgery for her foot and asks
that we pray with her that she will have an appointment with the foot specialist soon. She is praising God that
Wegener’s Disease is not affecting her kidneys as is common with this disease.
Leona Van Heyst will be going to Thunder Bay on the 7th of March for an angiogram. When that is done,
doctors will see what can be done for the pain in her back.
Kim Van Rozen has been treated by doctors who are trying to stretch the muscles of her leg. After each
Treatment, a cast is put on her leg for a week. This will be done for five weeks. If this procedure works, her
other leg will undergo the same treatment.
Best wishes to all celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this month. May you have a good day on this special
date.
Seniors who will be celebrating birthdays are Corrie Wiersema on the 5th, Ted Kaemingh on the 12th,
Thea Kaemingh on the 18th and Larry Stahn on the 20th.
**If anyone is interested in gathering information and writing up “Our Church Family” for our monthly
Care & Share newsletters, please talk to Jeannette Veldhuisen. If you would only like to commit for a month
or so that also would be welcome.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

A big thank you to all who came out to help with Spring Cleaning at the
church at the beginning of the month. This pictures shows that even the
very young can be a big help!
A thank-you card was received from Carolyn Winik/Samaritans Purse. It is posted on the bulletin board in the
Fellowship Hall and reads,
Dear Christian Reformed Church Family,
Thank you for your contribution toward the 504 shoeboxes that were collected in the RR District. Last year,
121,931 children gave their heart to Jesus, through Operation Christmas Child! There were 664,525
shoeboxes collected in Canada! Thank you for your faithful ministry. God Bless, Carolyn Winik.
An email was received from World Renew:
To the congregation of Emo CRC: Thank you for your offerings of $5,153.66 for World Renew programs
received from October to December 2016. Your gifts are making an impact through our general fund (where
needed most), Peter Fish program and more. We are grateful for churches like yours that are helping to
change the story in Jesus' name for people around the world. "And as for you, brothers and sisters, never tire
of doing what is good." (Thessalonians 3:13) Thank you, Emo CRC, for doing what is good for the glory of
God. Sign-up for our enews at worldrenew.net to learn more about changing the story.
Grace and peace,
Maria
______________
Maria Oliveira
Constituency Relations Associate
World Renew Canada
1-800-730-3490 ext. 4319
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER SERVICE will be held at our church this week Friday, March 3, at 1:30 pm.
This year, the program was put together by the Philippines 'people. They entitled it, "Am I Being Unfair to
You?" You are invited and encouraged to attend this service.
The Joint Board of Guthrie/Knox United churches wish to extend a warm welcome to all area churches to
attend LENTEN LUNCHES 2017 at Knox United Church in Emo. A short service begins at 12:00 p.m.,
followed by lunch. Rev. Frances Flook will lead the service on March 8, Nell Romyn on March 15,
Rev. Ralph Fluit on March 22, Rev. Eileen Bragg on March 29 and Pastor John on April 5th. Our church will
be providing the lunch for April 5th.

Dear Friends at the Christian Reformed Church
THANK YOU all so very much for being a blessing to me by your thoughts, support, prayers, Care
& Share, letters and all that you do for me. You have so faithfully stood with me over the many
years that I have been in Africa. You have a special place in my heart and life. May God bless
you richly and supply all of your needs.
I am well and have settled back into my work. I am getting caught up after my time away in
Canada and glad to be able to help and support the missionaries in our Region. I enjoy being a
part of the work that AIM is doing and see that God is at work in many places throughout the
countries in which we work.
Two of the new teams have encountered some insecurity in the areas where they are
working. Wisdom is needed for our leaders to know the way forward when situations become
uncertain. Some of our new missionaries have just finished an Africa Based Orientation—a
requirement which is helpful in adjusting to and learning the culture of the people where they
will be ministering. The new team in Northern Uganda lost a National Team member due to
illness. Her husband and children need prayer as they adjust to life without her. So, our teams
have started their terms but with a few unexpected issues. We pray that they can all continue
on in their place of ministry and complete the term of service and that God will plant His church
in these areas. Two more small teams will begin in other places in N Uganda very soon. Others
are being planned for in our Region too—South Sudan and Chad.
The weather has been hot and dry but a little rain fell last week. Food prices are rising and the
dust and heat bring some sickness.
I was saddened to hear of Irene’s death. May God comfort her family and the church family.
May God bless your church and continue to use you as you serve Him there.
Laura Hickey

Prayer Points from Mark & Tina Mast
February 2017

“I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of Mine, you did for Me.'(Matthew 25:40)
“Apple Blossoms and Sunflowers”
Tina and Rachel are conducting these annual mentoring events with area girls. Please PRAY as they direct these
special times of discipling young lives. “A word aptly spoken is like apples of gold in settings of silver (Proverbs
25:11).

“Northern Lights”
We will be conducting this after school Bible Club in Morson with First Nations children throughout March and
April. Please PRAY for a very enthusiastic response. Also PRAY that many come to trust in Jesus as their Lord
and Saviour.

“Bible Camp, Wilderness Canoe Trip and Vacation Bible School”
Registration forms are now available! They can be downloaded at www.onehoperainyriver.ca If you would rather
receive them by mail or email, just let us know and we will send them to you right away! Please PRAY for all the
Bible Camp, Vacation Bible School and Wilderness Canoe Trip plans that are already underway!

“Preach the Word!”
Mark is found every Sunday, preaching the Word in at least two area churches. He is also asked to speak at many
other events, both within the context of church (funerals, weddings, etc.) and at community events like the Rainy
River Easter Egg Hunt and Young Star House group home. These are awesome opportunities to make Jesus known
to the “otherwise unreached” and we invite you to PRAY for an anointing upon Mark whenever he ministers. “PRAY…
that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the
Gospel… PRAY that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should” (Ephesians 6:19,20).

“Innovating Dreamers Institute” – “GO!”
Mark recently took a “GO!” team of 10 men to Guatemala (January 9-17) to begin construction on a school called
“Innovating Dreamers Institute” for impoverished children. Along with building the school, Mark conducted 6 Bible
Schools, preached in 6 churches and ministered to the people/children from 2 dumps. There were many “firsts” on
this trip: 1.) The “GO!” team was all MEN = “The 10 Hombres” 2.) Mark transported 20 children from the dump to
attend Bible School and feed them a hot meal, 3.) We held a “Men’s Night” featuring a tamale dinner, manhood
competitions, sharing testimonies and instruction from the Bible on God’s design for biblical manhood.
#ItWasAwesome!
A special Guatemala Outreach “GO!” trip is planned for April 18-26 to continue
construction on the school. Are you interested in joining the team? Let us know ASAP! Above all, PRAY!

Mark surrounded by the precious children at the EL Tejar dump
School

Ice cream for the children from El Tejar dump after Bible

“The Two Shall Become One Flesh”
The Christmas season was filled with joy as Miriam married Sean Smith on December 17 in Chicago! We are
blessed to welcome Sean into our family and wish the newlyweds a wonderful life as husband and wife. Please PRAY
for them.

“Winter Blast!”

For the most part it has been a moderate winter, but some very frigid temperatures in early January brought the
thermometer down to -36 degrees! How do you spell C-O-L-D? PRAY for safety throughout the winter months.

The view from our window on January 4, 2017
2016

“It’s C-O-L-D”

Mr. & Mrs. Sean & Miriam Smith – married December 17,

“Thank You So Very Much For EVERYTHING!”
Thank you for being a valuable partner in ministry as we serve those with “the least opportunity” to hear the Good
News of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ in Canada and Guatemala! Thank you for your PRAYERS,
encouragement and financial support. We minister by faith and are grateful to God for His faithfulness to us
through you!

All for

JESUS,

Mark & Tina Mast

Canadian Correspondence:

USA Correspondence:

Phone, FAX or email us at:

Mark & Tina Mast
PO Box #111
Rainy River ON P0W-1L0

Mark & Tina Mast
PO Box #706
Baudette MN 56623-0706

Phone: (807) 852-3202
Email address: masts@bell.net
Web site: www.onehoperainyriver.ca

Canadian Financial Support:

USA Financial Support:

One Hope Canada
#6 – 875 Gateway Rd
Winnipeg MB R2K-3L1

One Hope International
PO Box #1223
Sault Ste. Marie MI 49783-7223

***Gifts are tax-deductible. Please designate to: “Mark & Tina Mast”
***If from Canada, please make cheques payable to: “One Hope Canada”
***If from the USA, please make checks payable to: “One Hope International”

Donate with a Credit Card using the following link:
www.onehopecanada.ca

Click the “Donate Now” tab on the upper right hand corner. Choose to donate from the "USA" or "Canada".
Please be sure to indicate that your gift is for “Mark & Tina Mast” in the designation box.

Construction on “Innovating Dreamers Institute” for children in Guatemala who would otherwise not be able to attend school – PRAY!

Why we do what we do:
“God bless your souls! Crowns await your faithfulness! You probably have no idea some of the reach of your love for the
brethren – not only cross-culturally and internationally, but also personally in those you touch. Sometimes I bake thinking of
you! Sometimes I eat my meals thinking of you… I am SO thankful to God for you!”

February 4, 2017
Dear friends,
Justin and I arrived safely home last night from our two-week trip to Peru and Mexico where we
attended each country's annual SIL* retreat/conference. We really enjoyed reconnecting with
former colleagues as well as getting to know new ones. We had some precious times of sharing
with each other and we came away feeling mutually encouraged. What a privilege for me to be
able to join Justin on this trip and to minister together. We now see that God has been preparing
us for this new ministry as Justin provides leadership and oversees the SIL work of Bible
translation and language development in the Americas. God is using our past experiences as
missionaries (both in Peru and Canada), and trials in our faith journey, as we relate to
missionaries and partners throughout the Americas.
Our boys managed well at home in our absence. They are, however, looking forward to mama's
home-cooked meals, now that we're home. Thank you for your prayers, for our whole family.
It's an emotional time for us as we near the anniversary of the accident that involved our son,
Caleb, and seven of his friends. The traumatic events of Feb. 6, for all involved, are forever
etched in our memories and have forever changed us, in more ways than one. In light of the
anniversary, CBC News interviewed Caleb and the other five teenagers. It's the first time that all
six teens have spoken together publicly about the accident. We're so proud of these guys for
the way they shared their stories of some of the details of that night, their faith journey over the
last year, and their special memories of Jordan and Evan Caldwell, who are sorely missed.
Check out this four-minute news video and article. There's also a six-minute radio version, too,
based on the same interview.
We are thankful for how God is using this tragedy for His glory, and pray that God will use these
teens' testimonies to draw many more to God. Please continue to pray for these young men,
and our younger son, Jesse....they've been through a lot. Our hearts are also hurting for the
Caldwells, who have suffered a tremendous loss. Please keep them in your prayers as well.
Thank you for all the love, support, and prayers you have showered on our family this past year.
Justin and Tammy Hettinga
Americas Area Director
SIL International
justin_hettinga@wycliffe.ca
tammy_hettinga@wycliffe.ca
Follow our blog: Hettinga.ca

Wycliffe Bible Translators of Canada
4316 - 10 St NE, Calgary AB T2E 6K3
800-463-1143 / 403-250-5411
wycliffe.ca

If you would like to make a onetime contribution to our ministry, or set up a recurring donation,
visit Hettinga.ca (our blog page) and click “donate now online”. Please be sure to indicate that the
donation is for the work of Justin and Tammy Hettinga. If you have any issues with this, please do not
hesitate to ask for our assistance.
*SIL, Wycliffe's closest partner, serves language communities worldwide, building their capacity
for sustainable language development by means of research, translation, training and material
development.

Dear friends,
We just want to drop you a note to stir up some prayer. We are right now heading to Dallas (already starting out with
delayed flight and probable missed connection).
Justin has invited a little over 50 people, including 11 partner organizations, to come together this week to answer the
question, "What is the role of SIL in the Americas for the coming years?" We will be spending time reflecting on the
Word, in prayer and lots of time talking in small groups about all sorts of issues and challenges. We really want to listen
well to our partners to ensure we are working well with the wider body of Christ as we all together seek to see people of
every language transformed by God through His Word.
Then, February 26 I fly home and Justin flies to Singapore for another week of meetings.Yes, he attends a LOT of
meetings.
Praying for us this week and next is a great way to lend us a helping hand.
Thank you,
Justin & Tammy

Justin’s cell: 403-918-7372
Tammy’s cell: 403-918-7327
Follow our blog: Hettinga.ca

Please keep us updated with your current and preferred email address. Likewise, if you'd
like to be removed from our mailing list, simply reply with "unsubscribe" in the subject
line.
*SIL, Wycliffe's closest partner, serves language communities worldwide, building their capacity for sustainable
language development by means of research, translation, training and material development.

Ramsey Reflections
February 2017

Dear Co-Laborers,
Recent activities

Latest small group Bible study

It is hard to believe it is already February of
2017! Chinese are still celebrating their New
Year and Spring Festival. Dumplings are a
very traditional holiday food (at least in
Northern China) and we've enjoyed making,
and eating them with scholars twice during
the Chinese New Year.

In addition to one on one meetings, another
weekly small group Bible study has formed
and we are nearing the end of the Old
Testament portion of the study and will soon
begin looking at the Gospels. Our goal is to
help reveal the character of both God and
man before looking at the God-man and
what He did for us. Would you please pray
along with us for these seeds of truth to
find good soil in the minds and hearts of
those studying?

During the December holidays we interacted
with students and scholars through special
events, outings and a weekend trip. The
origins of the Christmas holiday were
shared, along with reasons why the "book"
the story comes from is so very unique.
In January IFI hosted a staff retreat and
training weekend in Columbus, OH, which
was full of excellent teaching and

encouragement. We stayed with a "mature"
couple aged 86+90 who are still zealous for
souls and host a prayer meeting at their
home, which we were privileged to attend.
What a challenge and encouragement to
visit with them and see their example of
perseverance and love for God and people.

For most who study with us, the initial
motivation is usually purely academic or a
way to practice English. Some want to
understand the influence the Bible and
Christianity has had on the US, or its laws
and culture. For the vast majority, this is the
first time they have ever read, or learned
anything from the Bible. We are grateful
when we hear that they actually learned,
and believed things which they didn't expect
when they began studying with us. But, the
6 to 12 months that they are in the States is
a very short time to see lifelong
ideas/philosophies and beliefs change.
While most are irreligious, their world views
have obviously been influenced by either
Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism,
Communism, or usually by a combination of
these religions and philosophies. Please
pray that God's Word and Spirit will
penetrate the deep spiritual blindness.
Praying for the process
While it is a privilege and joy to be part of
the beginning of the process in challenging
beliefs, it also carries with it a deep and
sometimes discouraging burden because it
is only a beginning. Our prayer is that God
will bring circumstances and believers into

their lives after they return to China that will
continue the usually long process of
wrestling with very new and different beliefs,
and ultimately come to repentance and faith
in the God of the universe. Will you please
also pray along with us for this to
happen? If you would like a list of names
(usually their English name) of those who
have studied with us, and the cities where
they live, we would be happy to share that
with you.
New “rule” for L.I.F.E. group meetings
Our weekly Friday group meeting has seen
fluctuating numbers in recent months, and
especially during the holidays. The current
regulars did a lot of traveling, and several of
them live at the same apartment complex
and seem to either all come, or not come
together. We recently shared a lesson on
"being considerate" with the goal of
curtailing the use of Chinese during these
weekly meetings, and together with ideas
from the group, established a rule that only
English would be used after the meeting
begins. We were happy to see this rule
pretty well observed at our last meeting.
Would you join us in praying that those
from other countries would also become
regular participants in these weekly
meetings?
Lost mail = lost support
Meanwhile, while we knew that a couple of
individuals and one church reduced or
ceased support last year, our statements
showed no support from yet another church.
When we inquired, we learned that their
gracious support had been sent, but that not

Dale and Cheryl Ramsey
3690 Coy Hill Road
Rising Sun, IN 47040
812-308-1290
E-mail:
dale.ramsey@juno.com
overcomer@speedymail.org

all of IFI’s mail had been reaching them.
Honestly, we don't check on these things
very often, trusting that God will provide
what He knows we need as long as He
desires us to serve in this way. But, if you
are a financial supporter, and notice that a
contribution check has not cleared, could
you please contact us or IFI, as there is a
chance that it may have also not been
received. And may we just say again how
truly grateful and humbled we are for
those who have felt led to partner
through support which God uses to
allow us to give undivided time and
energy to sharing God's truth with
internationals, most of whom come from
some of the darkest parts of the world.
Thanks for your burden, and sacrifice on
their behalf!!
Long time, no see!
Finally, it has been a few years since we've
gotten around to see many of you. We
would really like to see, and share with as
many of you who are interested. If you
would like a visit and/or to hear more
from us in person, would you please jot
us a note or give a call and propose a
time that would be convenient for us to
come? We will do our best to accommodate
your schedule, and would be delighted to
see you again, and meet others at churches
as well.
Until next update....
Blessings,
Dale and Cheryl

For donations in the US:
International Friendships
Inc.
PO Box 82416
Columbus, OH 43202-0416
614-294-2434
https://www.ifipartners.org/
dale-cheryl-ramsey/

For donations in Canada:
ACCI
89 Auriga
Nepean, ON K2E 7Z2
www.adventive.ca

You can access the Bulletin, Care
& Share, and District Lists
**go to emocrc.ca**

Simply click on “Member” and you will be directed to the
private members page.

When asked for username type in the word member.
The password is emocrc.

5 Things People Blame The Church For…But Shouldn’t by Rev. Carey Nieuwhof
There’s a lot of church bashing that happens these days. I get that. Some of it is deserved. Like me,
maybe you’ve noticed that a lot of people feel justified in dismissing the church as anything between a
complete disappointment and otherwise useless. Doubtless people have been hurt in the church and
hurt by the church, and for that I feel terrible. But it’s one thing to have a bad experience or a series of
bad experiences. It’s another to hang on to them for far longer than you should, especially when you
have a role in them that you refuse to see. So in the hopes of clarifying a few things and helping us all
move through whatever hang ups might be lingering, here are 5 things people blame their church
for…but shouldn’t.
1. The Church Didn’t Stop You From Growing Spiritually
Most church leaders have heard this before from someone who’s new at your church. I went to X church
for 2 years but I just didn’t grow there. Now I’ve come here. Hopefully I’ll grow! I’ve heard this so many
times at one point I believed the logic. Until I realized that we were this person’s fifth church in 6 years,
and they didn’t grow at any of them. Which makes you ask the question…is it really the church, or could
it be them? I came to the realization years ago that I’m responsible for my spiritual growth. Nobody
can make me grow. And honestly, no one can keep me from growing because no one can actually
control my thoughts, my heart and my mind. I can offer them to God in free surrender whenever I want.
Understand, the church can help, but it’s not responsible for your spiritual growth. You are.
2. The Church Didn’t Burn You Out
You meet a lot of people in ministry, both paid and volunteer, who will tell you the church burned them
out. As someone who has burned out while leading a church, it would be tempting for me to say “For
sure…my church burned me out. You should see the demands people made on me as a pastor and
leader!” But I would never say that. You know who burned me out? I did. I am responsible for my
burnout. I pushed too hard for too long. I didn’t deal with underlying issues. I burned myself out.Now,
granted, I think ministry can be confusing, and I think it’s easier to burn out in ministry than in other
vocations. But I’m responsible. And so, honestly, are you.
3. The Church Didn’t Make You Cynical
I’ve heard many Christians say “I’m so cynical after working at/attending several churches.” And for
sure, any student of human nature can become cynical. But the church didn’t make you cynical. You let
your heart grow hard. You chose to believe certain things about people, about God, about life, and it
built a crust around something that used to be alive and vibrant. The biggest challenge in life is to see
life for what it really is but keeping your heart fully engaged. God loves to help people do that. I fight
cynicism daily. And if anyone makes me cynical, it’s me…not you, not God, not culture, not the church. I
want my heart to be alive and celebrating each day. That’s a choice I make with God’s help. The
challenge in life is to see life for what it really is and keep your heart fully engaged.
4. The Church Didn’t Cause Your Unforgiveness
It’s easy to hold a grudge. Get hurt (and yes, I’ve been hurt by people in the church too) and hang onto it
long enough, and grudges will form. Soon you’ll not want to hear someone’s name, let alone run into
them in the supermarket. Too many people in the church or who walked away from the church carry

unforgiveness and blame the church for it. What are you hanging onto from a bad church experience
that you need to let go of? Forgiveness is the one of most Christian things people can do. Yet it’s what
far too many Christians withhold from one another. I love how Mark Twain phrased it: “Forgiveness is
the fragrance that the violet sheds on the heel that has crushed it.”
5. The Church Didn’t Make You Lose Your Faith
I hesitate to write this one. I’m a church leader. I do everything I can to help people find faith in Jesus
Christ. I also realize I’m far from perfect, that our church is not perfect, and that there never will be
perfection on this side of heaven. It breaks my heart when I hear people say “I went to church but it
was so bad/so hypocritical/so shallow I lost my faith.” I realize we don’t always do a good job. In fact,
sometimes churches do a terrible job. Sometimes I do a terrible job. But as you’ve seen throughout this
piece, nobody else makes you lose your faith. That was or is a choice you made. It is. And it’s a choice I
make every day. To believe when there are more than a few reasons not to. To love when people don’t
love me back. To forgive when it’s easier to hang on to the hurt. To trust when there’s probably a few
reasons to stop trusting. So if you want to believe again…believe again.
A Challenge
Now let me give you a challenge. I realize many of you have been hurt by the church. I realize many of
you have grown cynical. And that’s true of people who have left the church and who are in the church.
Here’s the challenge: Be part of the solution. And the solution is not to walk away or be endlessly
critical. The reason I lead a church is because I believe Jesus designed the church to be the hope of the
world. Churches are imperfect organizations, but they’re also chosen organizations. We’re on a mission
given by Christ. We’re his chosen instrument. I just want to be part of the solution, not part of the
problem. The world has enough cynics and critics. We need people and we need leaders who deal hope.
Would you be one of them? Maybe get involved again? Or join a church and decide to work toward a
better future? Or start a church of your own? That would be incredible. Really…it would! We need more
optimists and more people ready to make the world a better place.

February 2017

New Mission Agency Update and 3 Initiatives

Home Missions and World Missions will be completing this fiscal
year (ending in June 2017) as two separate agencies with two separate
budgets. Both agencies still have financial and ministry commitments
this year, and Synod 2017 is expected to give final approval of the
transition to a new mission agency. Behind-the-scenes work to bring the
two agencies together is continuing, but a lot of important steps need to
be completed before making the “official” transition—such as selecting
a name, designing a logo, finalizing new ministry leaders, and searching
for new ministry opportunities.
We see this joining as a time to work together in new ways and identify
new ministry opportunities that may not have been possible before. We
hope to continue current ministry and grow new ministry, and we pray
that churches and individuals like you will join us in supporting that
growth through your continued prayers and financial support for Home
Missions and World Missions ministries.
Home Missions and World Missions have identified as opportunities to
expand ministry as a result of joining together: Arab/Muslim outreach,
partnering with local ministries, and diaspora ministries.

they discuss for more effective ministry.

Initative 1: Arab/
Muslim/Middle East
Outreach
Missionaries in the Middle
East and staff in North
America who work among
Muslim groups have been
meeting regularly to share
best practices, experiences,
and struggles. Together
they are finding common
themes and applying what

“A meeting like this is what we have been hoping to see,” said Emad
Girgis, coordinator of Children of Abraham, an outreach ministry to
Muslims based at a Pentecostal church in the nearby city of
Mississauga, Ontario.
“We have been praying for more churches to open themselves to a
love for Muslims. The need to do this is not optional in Canada because
we are seeing so many Muslims coming into this country. The harvest
is huge.”

Summer Service
Opportunities

Missionaries in an undisclosed
Asian country and at LCC
International University in
Lithuania are looking for volunteers
to help with summer English
programs for young children (Asia)
and high school aged students
(Lithuania). Visit
crwm.org/Summer2017 for more
information or to find other
opportunities to serve this summer.

Easter/Pentecost
Materials

Your church recently received an
email form regarding materials
from Home Missions and World
Missions for Easter and Pentecost
Sundays. If your church would like
to use these resources for Easter
and Pentecost, fill out the form
which can also be found at
crwm.org/EasterPentecost.

February Challenge

This month, have a conversation
with the person who leads
congregational prayer in your
church. Ask them to include some
of the prayer requests from your
global ministry partners and give
them specific requests to include if
possible.

Initative 2: Partnering with Local Ministries

Initative 3: Diaspora Ministries Outreach

We recognize that grassroots ministries led by national
leaders have a better understanding of the needs of
their community. We see opportunities for partnership
with these local organizations by complementing their
strengths and working toward a common goal where
possible. Mission Montreal is one such example of how
this partnership can work.

Many opportunities to start new churches and
ministries with people groups from different countries
exist right in North America. We hope to use the gifts
and knowledge that missionaries gain while living in
the international mission field to more effectively reach
out to immigrants from these countries who want to
partner in ministry in North America. Immigrants like
Pastor Siang Lian Hup.

Mission Montreal is a partnership between Christian
Direction, Christian Reformed Home Missions,
Christian Reformed World Missions, Diaconal
Ministries Canada, First CRC Montreal, and Classis
Eastern Canada.
One of the many ministries that this partnership
enables is English conversation groups. Read a story of
how these groups helped a woman named Genevieve at
crwm.org/Montreal.

Hailing from Myanmar, Pastor Siang Lian Hup
is seeking to plant a CRC church in Indianapolis,
Indiana, a city with more than 13,500 Burmese
refugees.
“These developments offer the CRC a wonderful
chance to partner with a group of people who can
offer us so much,” added Joel Zuidema, pastor of
Pathway Church in St. John, Indiana.

Ministry Profile: Haiti

Haiti is often referred to as the “poorest country in the Western Hemisphere”. This
label has been debilitating, influencing both the Haitian self-image, as well as the way
in which the country is perceived internationally. This distorted identity distracts
from the cultural wealth of the country and discourages Haiti’s social and economic
advancement.

Haiti

Working to restore Haiti’s self-image, CRWM missionaries are working closely with
local organizations to transform Haiti from within, coming alongside local ministry
leaders who have a passion for creating positive change in their communities. As urbanization has continually risen after the 2010 earthquake, CRWM focuses its work
in the nation’s capital, Port au Prince.
Missionaries in Haiti are currently looking for a promotions assistant to cultivate relationships with partners and
assist with creating informative stories through various media forms. Visit crwm.org/career for a full position
description or to apply.
Thank you for your faithful prayers on behalf of God’s mission to His world.
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The King’s University
March 2017 Announcements
Campus Visit Opportunities at The King's University
As you are thinking about your future, we would like you to consider King’s as your stepping stone into a
future of opportunities. You can experience King’s campus first-hand by attending any one of our
upcoming campus visit events:
Open House offers the chance to explore King’s at your own pace, no registration necessary. Guests
can drop in to gather information and chat with current students, professors and Admissions Counsellors
about King’s programs, services and student life. Guests will also be able to enjoy campus tours,
demonstrations and music performances. King’s Open House is on March 4, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
King’s View Friday is a great opportunity for students to spend a day on campus. Students will take part
in a full day of sessions on admission requirements, financial aid and student life. There will also be the
chance to sit in on a class, tour the campus and chat with current students, professors and Admissions
Counsellors regarding any questions you many have about university life. King’s View Fridays occur on
March 24 and April 7.
King’s Encounter Weekend is another great opportunity to discover King’s. In addition to the content of
King’s View Friday, this event also includes 2 nights in residence, meals in our dining hall, evening
activities and concerts, and the opportunity to explore Edmonton. King’s Encounter Weekends occur on
March 16-18. Both King’s View Friday and King’s Encounter Weekend are free to attend and feature
free applications – a $70 savings! Interested students can register online at www.kingsu.ca/visit.
Personal Visits If none of the above visit opportunities suit your schedule, we can arrange a private
appointment or campus tour with an Admissions Counsellor. Personal visits can be scheduled Monday –
Friday between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.
If you have any questions about King’s events, programs, or admission process, please feel free to
contact Admissions at 780-465-8334 or admissions@kingsu.ca.
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Sun

5 Corrie Wiersema

Mon

6

Tue

7 Nico Veldhuisen
Richard Veldhuisen

10:00 WORSHIP
GR 11/12 CATECHISM
6:30 MSN
CLASSIS MEETS
12 Ted Kaemingh
Jordan Paishk-Ronmark

13

14

20 Olivia Esselink
21
Larry Stahn
Quinn Veldhuisen

10:00 WORSHIP
GR 11/12 CATECHISM
26 *Dan & Kayle
Veldhuisen (1st)
10:00 WORSHIP
GR 9/10 CATECHISM
6:30 MSN

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2 Chris Wielinga

3 Cheryl Foster

4

10:00 COFFEE BREAK
7:30 BAND PRACTICE

7:00 WORSHIP
COMMITTEE

8

9

10:00 COFFEE BREAK
12:00 LENTEN LUNCH

7:00 PRAYER GROUP
7:00 COUNCIL

15

16 Carolyn Strydhorst

10 John Sinninghe 11 Tanner Kaemingh
Kayle Veldhuisen
Cathie Sinninghe

17

18 Ashlyn Beck
Thea Kaemingh
Carly Veldhuisen

10:00 COFFEE BREAK
12:00 LENTEN LUNCH

10:00 WORSHIP
GR 9/10 CATECHISM
19 Feitze Van Zwol

Wed

27 Marissa Esselink
Gary Foster

22

7:00 CONSISTORY

10:00 COFFEE BREAK
12:00 LENTEN LUNCH

28

29

7:30 CONGREGATIONAL 10:00 COFFEE BREAK
MEETING
12:00 LENTEN LUNCH

23 Aelise Lucas-Engberg 24

30 David Kaemingh

31 Alyssa Hettinga
Dan Hettinga

25

