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Care & Share 

The following is from “Our Daily Bread”  based on Psalm 139:2 and entitled, “Intimate Details”: 
 
You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. Psalm 139:2 
 
The universe is astonishingly grand. Right now the moon is spinning around us at nearly 2,300 
miles an hour. Our Earth is spinning around the sun at 66,000 miles an hour. Our sun is one of 200 
billion other stars and trillions more planets in our galaxy, and that galaxy is just one of 100 billion 
others hurtling through space. Astounding! 
 
In comparison to this vast cosmos, our little Earth is no bigger than a pebble, and our individual 
lives no greater than a grain of sand. Yet according to Scripture, the God of the galaxies attends to 
each microscopic one of us in intimate detail. He saw us before we existed (Ps. 139:13–16); He 
watches us as we go about our days and listens for our every thought (vv. 1–6). 
 
It can be hard to believe this sometimes. This tiny “pebble” has big problems like war and famine, 
and we can question God’s care in times of personal suffering. But when King David wrote Psalm 
139 he was in the midst of crisis himself (vv. 19–20). And when Jesus said God counts each hair on 
our heads (Matt. 10:30), He was living in an age of crucifixion. Biblical talk of God’s caring  
attention isn’t a naïve wish. It is real-world truth. 
 
The One who keeps the galaxies spinning knows us intimately. That can help us get through the 
worst of times. 
 
Prayer: 
Father God, Your eye is on me as much as it is on the stars in the sky. Thank You for Your love, 
Your care, Your attention. 
 
The God of the cosmos cares for us intimately. 



OUR CHURCH FAMILY 
 

An article in the Christian Courier a few weeks ago had the heading, “Why Christians Ought to be Royalist”.  Using 
comments made by C. S. Lewis, he concludes that in a sinful society, the saying that all men are born equal just is not 
true.  The writer puts a high value on the monarchy; he feels the royal family plays an important role and are an asset to 
society.  Someone writing in the Winnipeg Free Press considers them a unifying presence.  Though in God’s eyes, you 
and I may be just as important or valuable as is the Queen, yet society would certainly look at that differently; some-
thing that certainly does not bother me.  As much as I admire and respect the queen, I would not want to trade positions 
with her for anything.  Her responsibilities would overwhelm me.  Though I know that there are many out there who 
look at the monarchy somewhat negatively, I feel that we would not be any better off without it. 
 
First of all, we are thankful that Caleb Heerema is doing quite well.  He is able to bike and hike, etc.  He has gone and 
come back from Edmonton where he had a stint removed.  We pray for complete healing. 
 
Congratulations to James and Holly Kaemingh who became man and wife in a very nice ceremony, held in the Emo 
Park.  May they know God’s blessings throughout their whole life. 
 
Nick Schryvershof is a much appreciated resident in the Emo Hospital.  He is leading other residents in a well received 
time of Bible reading and studying.  Being a blessing, as it says in Psalm 92:14, still bearing fruit even in old age. 
 
Henrietta Verhoef was flown back to Fort Frances by air ambulance from Eastern Ontario.  She is in the Fort Frances 
hospital.  Her sister, Monique, also came with her.  May we continue to remember them in prayer. 
 
Peter & Leona & Mark would like to thank our church family for prayers and support during Leona’s time in the  
hospital and beyond.  They thank you for visits, cards and phone calls, flowers, meals and baking provided.  It is very 
much appreciated.  They are very grateful and thankful to have a caring church family. 
 
Milo Jeffrey Sinninghe was born early to Amanda & Ryan Sinninghe in Thunder Bay on August 13, 2017.  He weighed  
5 pounds, 6 ounces.  Proud grandparents are Jeff Styler and Rudy & Marie Sinninghe.  Congratulations to parents and 
grandparents. 
 
Nico and Jeannette Veldhuisen were blessed with another grandson, Elijah Nicholaas, born to Andrew and Tiffany 
Veldhuisen on August 3.  Congratulations to parents and grandparents. 
 
A few weeks ago, Kim Van Rozen fell and broke her hip.  As she has lost a lot of weight, surgery seems out of the  
question.  At this stage, all they can hope for is that it will somehow heal on its own with proper care, though it will be a 
slow process. 
 
Cathie Sinninghe also was laid up, due to a broken ankle.  We hope she will soon be up and around. 
 
We hope that Jan and Sietske Van Zwol’s visit to Holland was a much enjoyed time. 
 
Best wishes to all our young people who will be leaving or have left already to attend a university or college in Canada 
or the U.S.  May you all do well in your endeavours, wanting to make a difference in God’s world, in His service. 
Skylar Arpin  is attending Lake Head University in Thunder bay.  She is entering her fourth year of Kinesiology. 
Hayley Arpin is attending  Confederation College in Thunder Bay.  She is in her second year of the Practical Nursing 
Program there. 
Courtney Bethune will be attending University of British Columbia in Kelowna. She is taking her first year of  
Mechanical Engineering after attending Gustavus Adolphus in Minnesota where she graduated with a degree in  
Chemistry and Physics.                                                                                                                            
Jared Bethune is continuing his hockey career.  He is playing for the Prince George Cougars in British Columbia. 
Emma Dykstra is going to Trinity Western University in Langley British Columbia.  She is in her first year of  
Journalism. 
Caleb Heerema is returning to Ottawa to continue his studies at Augustine college. 
Janelle Kaemingh is entering Olds College in Alberta.  She is in her first year in the Equine Science Program. 
Derek Kaemingh  is returning to Thunder Bay to Lake Head University.  He is entering his third year of Chemical  
Engineering. 
Nico Kooistra is going to Dordt College in Sioux Center Iowa.  He is entering a two year Pro Tech Program in  
Manufacturing. 
Caleb Koomans is returning to Dordt College. His is entering his second year studying Civil Engineering. 
Jenna Mack is going to Dordt College.  She is starting in her first year in the Agriculture Program with a major in  
Animal Science. 



Carina Mack is returning to Columbia College in Abbotsford British Columbia.  She is in her second year in the  
Counselling and Care Giving Program. 
Jamieson Shortreed is returning to Thunder Bay.  He is completing the Paramedic program there. 
Justin Sikkema is returning to University of Ohio.  He is in his third year of Chemical Engineering. 
Kayla Stang is in Winnipeg in her third year at University of Manitoba  in the Agriculture Program. 
Hannah Veldhuisen is returning to Dordt College and is her second year of the Education Program focusing on Middle 
School. 
Jamie Veldhuisen is at Dordt College in his fourth year, majoring in Education and Biology. 
Nicholas Veldhuisen is also attending Dordt College, starting his first year in the Bachelor  of Science/Nursing  
Program. 
Tianna Veldhuisen is there as well, in her second year of the Science/Nursing Program. 
Braden Webb is entering his fourth year in Thunder Bay at Lake Head University, completing a degree in Civil  
Engineering 
Meaghan Woolsey is attending Redeemer University in Ancaster (Hamilton).  She is in her second year studying 
Psychology. 
 
Congratulations and best wishes to all celebrating birthdays or anniversaries this coming month.   
Those celebrating more than 40 years of married life are Karel and Donna Vos, whose 44th anniversary is on the 1st of 
September. 
Those, considered seniors, celebrating birthdays are Ralph Fluit on the 12th, Karel Vos on the 17th, Arend Wielinga on 
the 28th and John Ploegman on the 29th. 

An email which was received from Laura Hickey: 
 
Dear friends at Emo CRC! 
Greetings to you all!  Many thanks for the gift of money for my support that I received earlier this year.   Thanks for all 
that you are doing for me and have done over all of the years since I have been in Africa.    
I have just sent out my newsletter to update a little so I think you got that.  I also received your Care & Share and got 
some of your news.  I was glad to hear how the VBS went and news of others in the church too.  I am recovering well 
from surgery.  I went back to the office for just a few hours yesterday.  Got tired but did ok and plan to go again for 
part of the day tomorrow.  At home I work around but can rest too.  
I trust that you are having a great summer and some vacation time too.  Thanks to Siteske for the card and greetings 
from the Dorcas Ladies. 
May God bless you! 
Loving greetings, 
Laura 



The following was written by Emma Dykstra for The Westend Weekly newspaper.   

Naicatchewenin hosts a great outing by Emma Dykstra 

While the members of the Christian Reformed Church are used to services in their church building on 18 

Meadow Street, July 2 was a different kind of Sunday. A school bus met members of the congregation at the 

church parking lot at 8:45 that morning. The bus loaded up with the members and left. Then, it made one 

more stop at Delvin to pick up more members of the congregation, then headed out down the road. Where 

did they go? The answer can be found on a shore at Northwest Bay on Naicatchewenin First Nation. For the 

past three years, Naicatchewenin has hosted a church service on the waterfront, a pontoon boat serving as a 

piano stage and the dock as a pulpit. The service is attended by residents of the reserve as well as members of 

the CRC and a few other congregations in the district. After the service, people line up for coffee and cookies 

underneath a pavilion and later a scrumptious meal of fish, salads, bannock and lemonade. This event is run by 

an organization in the district known as “God’s Great Outdoors”. Their mission statement? “….to encourage 

the sharing of interests in the outdoor adventures we enjoy with others, thus enabling our relationship to 

increase and provide a common ground from which to present the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

Furthermore, "God's Great Outdoors is a nondenominational Christian Outreach Ministry. It works through 

churches all across North America, through outdoor activities creating relationships and helps bring people to 

know Christ. They support all kinds of outdoor events” says Larry Stahn, one of the organizers. The key 

organizers for this event are Larry Stahn, Adrian Snowball, Ted Barker and Greg Stahn. This service is annual, 

the third one since the program began. Each year, weather threatens to ruin the event, but so far each service 

has been warm and beautiful, and not only in the sky. Where did this idea come from? According to Larry 

Stahn, the idea came about after hearing about a God's Great Outdoors service being held on a lake in Indiana. 

The organization's branch in Emo realized how amazing of a situation this could be. Before anyone knew it, 

there was a church service planned on the lake nearly 45 minutes away from the usual worship setting. The 

difference between the two services is the delicious fish fry after the service at Northwest Bay. The fellowship 

following the service helps bring people who might not normally gather together on a Sunday morning to talk 

and laugh. What makes a service like this so special is not only the fact about where it’s held, but what it 

represents. It represents fellowship among believers of all denominations and faiths, changing things up from 

the normal Sunday morning most of these people experience. People who normally wouldn’t attend a church 

service can attend this special service and it can have an impact on their week. The hospitality of 

Naicatchewenin shows how the power of friendship and fellowship can change and enlighten members of the 

CRC and its own residents. Stahn believes that, “The best part of the event is the fellowship after the service 

that helps bring the communities together.” And in the end, that is what it is all about. Reaching and growing 

together, changing lives for the better. 



LETTER FROM LAURA 
July 31, 2017 

 
I found a draft of my newsletter dated July so decided I must finish it and send my news today!  Happy August to those 
in Australia and New Zealand!  

 
 
 
As I sat at my desk to write I was surprised to see an African Grey Parrot sitting on the rail outside my  
window.  It brought back memories of my parrot days in Congo.   
 
 
 
 

 
PRAYER:  Monday to Thursday mornings we meet from 8:00 to 9:00 for prayer time at our Central Region office.   It is 
good to focus on our great God who is in control of the universe and of our Region.  He knows the situation of each of 
the countries that we work in and what each person is going through.  He cares about the refugees and those in areas that 
have been devastated by fighting and unrest.  Those who are ill or have gone through difficult experiences.  We also  
rejoice to hear from some teams that people are responding to the gospel message.   God is at work! 
 
CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC—our team left CAR for security reasons.  Just recently there was an attack on 
Zemio during which there was loss of life and a church in town burned down.   There are many Christians there so we 
pray that God presence would be very real to them and for healing for those who have experienced the loss of loved 
ones, homes and live in fear.  Some are likely in hiding and the situation is very stressful.  We pray for peace in that 
country.  We pray for the Mbororo people who were the focus of the outreach of the team who had to leave. Pray that the 
truths that they have heard in the past will bear fruit in their hearts.  
 
For our team members it is a time of waiting on the Lord for direction.  One lady has accepted an assignment in South 
Sudan.   
 
SOUTH SUDAN 
This is the anniversary month for the “new” nation of SS.   Our people are all there serving even though unrest is in the 
country.  Many refugees from SS have gone to camps in Uganda.   
 
The Laarim and Lopit teams continue to encourage new believers and reach out to the folk among those peoples.  God is 
at work!! 
 
DR CONGO—Prayer is needed for the church administration as they deal with some important issues.  The area in 
which I used to work experiences attacks by rebels from time to time.   The peace there is rather cautious.   
 
UGANDA—We have three teams ministering in Northern Uganda.  Pray that God would prepare the hearts of the  
people there to understand and receive the good news.   Pray for the teams as some accidents have occurred for which 
healing is needed. 
 
My home in LUBOWA—On Saturday afternoons a friend who teaches art comes to work with three boys and one young 
man who have some artistic interests.  Sometimes I show a DVD of a Bible story as well.  I continue with the ladies on 
Thursday evenings.  Pray for the ladies and the boys that they would follow the Lord.  Life isn’t easy for them—they are 
very poor and live in an area where there is lots of drinking and attractions for the young boys that are not good.   
 
Shakur John began his Mock exams today, July 31st.  They are said to be very difficult.  He will do the S6 state exams 
later this year and finish up his secondary school education.   I haven’t heard from Amani in S5 but I trust that no news is 
good news.  Pray for these young men in this step of their education.   
 
UNEXPECTED SURGERY: On July 16th I woke up with pain and before the day was over had emergency surgery for 
acute appendicitis.  I thank the Lord that all went well and for good care in a timely manner. It hadn’t quite got to the 
point of rupturing so that was good.  I hope to get back to work this week for a few hours each day.  I was very blessed 
by the care of friends who looked after me during the time in the hospital and few days after.  Fellow missionaries as 
well as Shakur, who came from school, and Buni (the guard who works at my place) came to do what they could to help 
encourage me.  Thanks to Rhona who has been taking care of the office work during my absence.  Pray as we get caught 
up.    
 
Thanks for your prayers and all you do for me.  Thanks for keeping in touch.  
God bless! 
Laura 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1  *Karel & Donna 

      Vos (44th) 

2  Brantley Kelly 

3 

 

 

 

10:00  WORSHIP 

4  Ashley Esselink 

    Jasper Van Zwol 

    Ben Wielinga 

    *Chris & Tammy 

      Wielinga 

5  Darryl Marissen 

 

 

 

7:00  COUNCIL 

6  Gertie Boven 7  Adalyn Foster 

    Colleen Wieringa 

 

 
7:00 PRAYER MEETING 

8  Aubrey Van Beek 9  Dan Mack 

10 

 

 

 

10:00  WORSHIP 

11  Kaylene Agombar 12  Ralph Fluit 13 

 

 

 

10:00  COFFEE BREAK 

14  Harrold Boven 

       Levi Hettinga 

      Kaity Veldhuisen 

 
7:00 PRAYER MEETING 

15 16  *Jake & Jenna 

        Esselink (6th) 

17  Karel Vos 

 

 

 

10:00  WORSHIP 

18 19  Rhyan Veldhuisen 

 

 

 

7:00  CONSISTORY 

20 

 

 

 

10:00  COFFEE BREAK 

21  Emily Esselink 

      Dianne Heerema 

 

 
7:00 PRAYER MEETING 

22 23  *Ed & Reta 

      Dykstra (22nd) 

24 

 

 

 

10:00  WORSHIP 

25  John Laplante 

 Nicholas Veldhuisen 

 Tianna Veldhuisen 

26 27  *Feitze & Andrea 

        Van Zwol (3rd) 

 

 

10:00  COFFEE BREAK 

28  Arend Wielinga 

     *Harrold & Gertie 

       Boven (32nd) 

 
7:00 PRAYER MEETING 

29  John Ploegman 

   *Dwight & Carolyn 

     Stang (38th) 

30 
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