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Care & Share
From Pastor Kasey:

Refueling Tip – SILENCE & SOLITUDE
The reasoning behind the practice of Silence and Solitude is simple. It is to develop our relationship with God.
It is to intentionally set aside time to be with our Lord. Unfortunately, its practice is often not part of our
normal spiritual discipline. For most it comes to us forced by life’s harsh circumstances. St. John of the Cross
wrote a poem to describe what came to be known as ‘The dark night of the soul’, a journey through spiritual
darkness to find the light of the world. For some it is experienced most acutely during a time of crisis such as
the loss of a loved one, a marriage breakup, a life threatening diagnosis, a critical fork in one’s career path.
Whatever the crisis it often seems to precipitate an earnest turning towards God for some kind of relief.
Jesus practiced silence and solitude regularly. After he fed the five thousand he dismissed them and hiked up
the mountain to be alone with his Father in Heaven (Matt.14). Both Mark and Luke record times when Jesus
left early in the morning, before anyone else got up so he could find a solitary place to pray (Mk.1:35, Lk.2:42).
Jesus practiced the words of the psalmist “Be still, and know that I am God”, (Ps. 40:10). Jesus’ life fulfilled the
scripture Lamentations 3:24-28, which says, “The Lord is good to those whose hope is in him, to the one who
seeks him; it is good to wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord. It is good for a man to bear the yoke
while he is young. Let him sit alone in silence, for the Lord has laid it on him.”
Knowing that God is all around us and in us and that there is nowhere to hide from him is one thing but being
comforted by his voice while surrounded by danger and darkness is another. Imagine being in that place,
danger all around, you cannot see in the dark but you can hear his whisper, “its ok. I am here. I’ve got this.”
Elijah needed to hear God’s still small voice on Mount Horeb only days after crying out to God to end his life.
The prophet Habakkuk went to the temple when he needed to hear from God and heard God say, “The Lord is
in his holy temple; let all the earth be silent before him.” Habakkuk 2:20.
While hearing God’s voice better is one benefit of practicing silence and solitude its not the only benefit and of
course absolute silence and or solitude is not the only way to hear him either. We can hear his prompting in
our everyday lives during every day routines and even during noisy worship services. It just that we are so
rarely alone with our SELF and GOD. It is exactly because of the noise of T.V., phones, email notices, texts and
non stop music through our ear buds, kids crying and requiring attention, colleagues and work demanding our
focus, partners and friends desiring our time and consideration that we need to be intentional about practicing
SILENCE & SOLITUDE.
Silence is simply being quiet. It means not speaking and eliminating as much noise as we can. Susanna Wesley,
Mother of Charles Wesley, had many children and a small home and all her children knew that when she had
her apron or tea towel over her head that it was her quiet time with God. It was her ‘do not disturb’ sign. One
liturgical tradition in our faith is called, ‘silent prayer’. It is an intentionally, announced 20 second period of
silence at the beginning of the worship time to connect with God – to speak or listen quietly.
→

Solitude is different in that it is a physical retreat from the noise. It is retreat from the world
and its demands to be alone with God. Whether that is walking in the woods or an open field
or sitting by the water’s edge, or a special room or your garden or park or church tower and a
weekend retreat at a local monastery or convent.
Billy Graham writes of his retreat time in the forest just prior to the Los Angeles crusade that
launched him to national prominence. Apparently Chuck Templeton, a well know evangelist of
that time told Graham that if he continued to preach the inerrancy of Scripture that he would
be committing intellectual suicide. Graham headed into that forest into what was for him a
‘dark night of the soul’ retreat. There he heard from God in his own heart that intellect alone
would never prove divine inspiration and authority. Scripture was only to be validated by the
work of the Holy Spirit. He stayed the course by faith while his contemporary Chuck Templeton
ended up denying the faith entirely.
The reasons for Silence and Solitude are essentially for maintaining a healthy relationship with
God. We do this to hear God more clearly, to know his will for us, to prepare for worship, to
regain spiritual perspective, to express faith in God and for restoration and relief. Perhaps you
are at a time where you need to get alone with God, to deal with some doubts or questions or
just to hear him again or perhaps for the first time. God does tell us, “You will seek me and find
me when you seek me with all your heart. I will be found by you,” declares the Lord” (Jeremiah
29:13). If we incur a physical injury of some kind, we do not hesitate to go to the emergency
room. Why when we experience soul pain do we not go to a spiritual emergency room?
Its not a wonder that scripture teaches us, This is what the Sovereign Lord, the Holy One of
Israel, says:
“In repentance and rest is your salvation, in quietness and trust is your strength.
but you would have none of it. You said, ‘No, we will flee on horses.’ Therefore you will
flee!
You said, ‘We will ride off on swift horses.’ Therefore your pursuers will be swift!
A thousand will flee at the threat of one; at the threat of five you will all flee away,
till you are left like a flagstaff on a mountaintop, like a banner on a hill.”
Yet the Lord longs to be gracious to you; therefore he will rise up to show you com
passion.
For the Lord is a God of justice. Blessed are all who wait for him! Isaiah 30:15-18

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
A couple of weeks ago, Chuck Swindol made a comment that he in someway looks more forward to Thanksgiving Day
than Christmas. It is known that the US makes a bigger deal of Thanksgiving then we do in Canada and I wonder why
that is so. I know that Chick Swindol would never consider Christmas less important than Thanksgiving. In a more
recent message he spoke about the wonderful way God had been preparing the world for the birth of Jesus so many
years in advance. His birth, being the birth of Christianity which could spread so quickly around the world because of
the well organized system of Roman government, even through it so heavily opposed Christianity. The thing he has
against Christmas is society's addition to this day. The one he mentioned is having to get on the roof to put up
Christmas lights and I’m sure we all have our own negative thoughts about preparing for Christmas celebrations,
though the rewards more than compensate for it. Another thing about the Christmas season is that for those who have
little or no family around, feelings of loneliness etc. are extra keen this time of the year. May we as a church family,
celebrate this season in the right spirit, sharing its full meaning with the world around us.
We began this past month with the Day of Encouragement on November 3, led by Ida Kaastra Mutoigo, director of
World Renew in Canada and Ron Vander Brink, national director of Diaconal Ministries Canada. Those who attended
found it interesting and informative. The theme for that day was “Helping Without Harming”, making us more aware
that though the needs of the world are great and the responsibility of the Christian church is to give help when it is
needed, it also had to be discerning as to how help is given. Some of the things said are much in line with quotes from
Abraham Lincoln who said, “You cannot build character and courage by taking away man’s initiative and independence
and you cannot help men permanently by doing for them what they could and should do for themselves.
Sunday, the 11th of November, was special as we witnessed the baptism of William and Kate, actually William Carl
Brain Foster and Kate Ellieanna Agombar. Though society would not acknowledge them as royalty, we know with God
as our Father, we all are members of a royal family.
We are thankful that the Cadet program got started again. We pray for a blessing on all the boys who will be attending
and for all their leaders.
GEMS is off to a great start! Our theme this year is “Be a Blessing”. The leaders are Kaylene Agombar, Carina Mack,
Chantel Kelly, Carly Veldhuisen and myself. The evenings are spent with energetic girls from grades 1-8 and usually
about 15-20 girls attend regularly. We engage the girls by singing songs which we call drama worship, Bible lessons,
and earning Badges that teach all kinds of life skills and Bible knowledge! We have fun nights where we play games
and do crafts too. Since this year’s theme is “Be a Blessing”, our girls were able to put together five shoe boxes for the
Operation Christmas Child fund raiser through Samaritan's Purse Organization. Thank you for your prayers and support
for the GEMS Girls Club! May we all Bless the Lord, Alyssa Hettinga
The Stampot Supper on Friday, the 23rd was well attended and the fellowship was very enjoyable. The Dorcas ladies
are very thankful for your generosity; because of it, we will have more than $1000 to spend on some worthy causes.
Larry Stahn spent a day in the hospital after being taken there by ambulance when he became very dizzy. After several
tests, it was determined that he had had a bad vertigo attack. We are thankful that he is home again and doing better.
When this Care & Share newsletter comes out, Liz Vander Veen will have had surgery in Winnipeg. We hope all went
well and that she will have a quick recovery.
Best wishes to all celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in December. Those who will celebrate more than 65
birthdays are Janice Wiersema (on the4th), Hilda Schryvershof and Eltjo Wiersema (on the 7th), Peter Van Heyst (on the
12th) and Darlene Byma (on the 27th).
Seniors celebrating anniversaries are Larry & Dove Stahn (on the 10th), Henry & Thea Kaemingh (on the 19th) and

Consistory is looking for someone to volunteer to be the PRAYER COORDINATOR for our
church body. If you are interested, please contact your elder. The job description is listed
below:
Mission Statement: To teach and model the centrality of Christ and an intimate love
relationship with God through encouraging individual and corporate prayer.
The following list is the mandatory part of this volunteer position…and not so mandatory!
Mandatory:
· Encourage personal and corporate prayer in your church.
· Organize and participate in prayer meetings in your church
Encouraged but not as mandatory…others have had to miss for a variety of reasons:
· Participate in a conference call every 6 – 8 weeks with the other Prayer Coordinators in
our Classis Area. Calls are an hour long or shorter. If missed, "minutes" are sent out.
· Attend the Face to Face Prayer Coordinators’ meeting of our Classis area, held annually.
Held in different locations in our Classis area. (Classis covers the expenses for travel/
accommodations/meals for the Annual Face to Face meeting.) This is a blessed time of
encouragement.
· Occasionally host some training in your local church. Prayer Mobilizer will arrange the
event with the help of the Prayer Coordinator as a spoke’s person to Council and the
congregation.

TRANSITIONAL TEAM REPORT
As part of the process of searching for and calling a new pastor, Council requested that the Search
committee form a transition team. The teams overall goal would be to prepare team members and the
rest of the congregation for the next Pastor. The search committee agreed to Councils request and had
their first meeting on September 10th. The transition team meets every two weeks and has had five
meetings to date. Team members are Zach Koomans, Elaine Mack, Archie and Eleanor Wiesema, Ed and
Reta Dykstra, and Chantel and Harold Kelly.
A list of twelve priorities for churches to focus on during transitional periods was given to Council and
various committees to determine what the top six priorities should be specific to the Emo CRC. As a
result the Transition team is focusing on the following six priorities:
1. Resolving conflicts - Dealing with areas of conflict in a way that demonstrates effective conflict
management processes.
2. Strengthen leadership – To strengthen the leadership base of the congregation by encouraging
the participation of the people in leadership and service opportunities.
3. Emphasize fellowship and reconciliation – Strengthen the quality of the relationships within the
congregation by utilizing methods to foster the congregation’s ability to have honest and
graceful conversations.
4. Maintain the regular pastoral ministry – Continue as a priority, ministry to the members of the
congregation, including preaching, and pastoral care.
5. Increase potential for next Pastor’s ministry – Recognize the importance of the coming of a new
Pastor and to make necessary preparations for that time.
6. Clarify Mission of the Church – Clarify the vision for future ministry by discovering and / or
rediscovering the churches identity and purpose.
As part of the number one priority of resolving conflicts the transition team has already undergone “A
small group study on A Christ –centered view of conflict” put on by Pastor Kasey. Both Council and the
transition team recommend that members sign up for this workshop.
After brain storming, the transitional team has made some recommendations to Council on how to
strengthen the leadership base of the congregation. The team also encourages members to encourage
those in leadership roles by sending them a thank-you card or note of encouragement.
Various ideas have been discussed with the Fellowship committee on opportunities to promote more
fellowship. More Sunday lunches, another Western Night, Bon Fires and Hay Rides, Guess Who’s
Coming for Coffee, and Gym Nights, were among the ideas discussed.
The Transition team continues to meet every two weeks and welcomes your feedback and especially
your prayers as we seek to glorify God by strengthening his body of believers here in Emo during this
time of transition. The transitional team will convert back to being the search committee in March 2019.

A card was received from Laura Hickey (posted on bulletin board in Fellowship Hall):
Dear friends at Emo CRC,
A big thank you for your generous gift to AIM for my support. What an encouragement and blessing. May God bless
and provide for each of you.
I have been getting settled into life here near my sister, Rose, in Melfort, Saskatchewan I attend the Covenant Church in
Melfort. Our new pastor is Kors Pater, who was in Rainy River. The Paters’ ministry is much appreciated here.
Thanks for Care & Share and individuals who keep in touch. I look forward to a visit sometime in 2019.
Thanks for your prayers and faithful interest and help over all these years.
God bless! Laura
——————————————————————————————————————-

You are invited to send Christmas cards to our military personnel. It would be so neat for them to get cards
from strangers who care enough to reach out to them.
The address is as follows:
Any Canadian Forces Member
PO Box 5140 Stan Forces
Belleville On.
K8N 5W6
If we would mail these cards together, Canada Post will put them together as a parcel and there would be no
postage charged. If you would like to send a card in a parcel together with others, please drop your card off
on the desk in the church office and they will be added to a parcel and sent away.
________________________________________________________________

A Gospel Summary to Use with Children
While it’s important for kids to understand the whole arc of Scripture, it’s not always easy to communicate
it! Try using this short summary in your Sunday or Wednesday night children’s ministry, in VBS, in preparation for communion classes, and in other settings.
Long ago, God made the world and everything in it.
God’s creation was good. Everything was how God wanted it to be.
When God made people, God told them to take care of the beautiful creation.
Then sin came into the world and spread to the whole creation, even you and me.
God didn't want the world to be filled with sin.
So God sent Jesus, his Son, to live in our world as a person, just like us.
Jesus showed us how to love God and love each other.
Then Jesus took the punishment for our sin by dying on the cross.
But Jesus didn't stay dead. God brought him back to life!
Everyone who believes in Jesus belongs to God’s family.
God calls us to be a family that loves God, loves others, and takes good care of God’s world.
Ⓒ 2018 F aith F ormation Ministries. F or more resources, visit our C hildren’s Ministry toolkit at crcna.org/faithformation/toolkits.

November 26, 2018
Dear friends,
This year we have spent a lot of time studying the book of Joshua. Our pastor has been
teaching each Sunday from Joshua and it’s also the book we’ve been studying in our home
fellowship group. Chapter one has come back to our minds and hearts many times. In many
ways, we identify with Joshua. He was a leader who had to follow in Moses’ footsteps. How
intimidating would that be? Yet God spoke to him and said, “No one will be able to stand against
you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor
forsake you. Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I
swore to their ancestors to give them.” Joshua 1:5-6 (NIV). Four times in this chapter God told
him to be strong and courageous. We, too, have needed to hear this message.
As Americas Area Director for SIL* (Wycliffe’s main field partner), Justin oversees/directs our
work from Canada down to Chile, and everything in between. (35 countries, but we are not
active in all of them.) This chart will give you an idea of how many Bible translation projects we
are talking about.

●
●
●

●

Work in Progress: This is the total for all organizations. We have involvement with 247 of
those translation projects.
Potential Need: This is our current best estimate of the number of languages that need
Bible translation and where nothing currently exists or is in progress.
Expressed Need: This just happens to be the same number but is actually other
languages where the church has asked for assistance in doing some sort of Bible
translation. It might be that they have a New Testament and are asking for the Old
Testament, or they have nothing.
No Need Known: Bible translation needs are declared to be met (by churches,
communities, etc.) or there is no declared need at present.

This year our teams have worked hard at updating these statistics. It is no small task to collect
this information, keep it up to date and then share it with our many partners. This type of
information serves to help coordinate Bible translation among literally dozens of organizations
and churches. We all want to work in collaboration and certainly not duplicate efforts!
Justin travels frequently and is away from home about a third of the year. In 2018, he had 16
international trips and one national trip, totaling 119 work traveling days. I was able to
accompany Justin on five of those trips. It is always a blessing and joy to be able to serve
together. When I’m not traveling with Justin, I’m either answering the phones at the Wycliffe
Canada office, or doing my best to assist Justin and keep him organized.😊
●
●
●

Please pray for God to continue to guide us in this immense task. In reality, it is His
mission and He has invited us to join Him in it. What a privilege.
Pray for unity and for good collaboration among the diverse partners we work alongside.
Pray for us as we are often apart from one another due to travel. This is an especially
heavy traveling season for Justin. He is currently in Peru (left on November 25th) and
then heads to Colombia and then on to North Carolina, with only one day at home in
between those trips, returning home December 15th. Pray for safety and smooth travels
and that all will go well on the home front while he is away.
Both of our sons are living at home this year and
attending university. Caleb (turning 21 on
December 17, pictured on the right) is in his
second year at Ambrose University (Bachelor of
Science: Biology program, with a focus in
Kinesiology).

Many of you continue to ask about and pray for
Caleb in his journey to recovery. Thank you for
your prayers. Over the past three years, he’s
undergone 12 facial reconstruction surgeries (with
a few more to come in the coming year). His last
surgery on August 13 was the long-awaited jaw
alignment correction surgery that we had known
he needed since he was in elementary school,
which had to wait until he finished growing. It was
a complex surgery, with added challenges as a result of his facial crush from the accident, but it
was successful. Caleb still has some residual swelling and numbness. Pray that he will have no
permanent altered sensation in the affected areas. Throughout his recovery journey, Caleb

continues to have an amazing attitude about it all. He’s been such a great sport and doesn’t
complain. He remains optimistic, determined, courageous, strong, and full of faith. He’s been
such an inspiration to so many people, including us. He’s been dating a lovely young lady, Alixx,
for the past 16 months, who has been so supportive through it all and who has brought much
joy to Caleb’s life.
Jesse (age 19, pictured above on the left), is enjoying his first year at Mount Royal University in
the Bachelor of Arts - Criminal Justice program. He’s involved with Power to Change Ministries,
plays intramural soccer and loves hanging out at the climbing wall. He also joined the Canadian
army, serving in the reserve force, which involves part-time training and exercises.
Thank you for partnering with us, whether by encouraging, praying or contributing financially, so
that Bibleless people of the world can know and serve Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour, the
real reason for the Christmas season. As you celebrate Jesus’ birth this Christmas, we pray you
truly experience the PEACE, LOVE, JOY, and HOPE that He offers and freely gives.
Merry Christmas!
Justin, Tammy, Caleb & Jesse Hettinga

Annual Christmas tree cutting adventure in the mountains
*SIL, Wycliffe's closest partner, serves language communities worldwide, building their capacity for sustainable
language development by means of research, translation, training and material development.

____________________________________________________________________________________

Justin & Tammy Hettinga
justin_hettinga@wycliffe.ca
tammy_hettinga@wycliffe.ca
Hettinga.ca

Wycliffe Bible Translators of
Canada
4316 - 10 St NE, Calgary AB T2E
6K3
800-463-1143 / 403-250-5411
wycliffe.ca

If you would like to make a one-time donation or recurring monthly donations, visit Hettinga.ca, type in
the amount and click “Give Now.” For pre-authorized giving from your bank account, simply fill out and
submit this “Pre-authorized Monthly Debit Agreement” form. To donate by credit card over the phone,
please call 1-800-463-1143 (9am-4pm Mountain time) and ask for the Receipts Department. To donate by
mail, please make cheque(s) payable to Wycliffe Canada and mail to the Wycliffe address above. (Please
include a separate note that states “for the work of Justin & Tammy Hettinga.” If you have any issues with
this, please do not hesitate to ask for our assistance.

“As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another
as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.” (1Peter 4:10)
Fall/Winter 2018

“We’re In This Together”
It has been an amazing year of ministry, and we are thankful to the Lord for all the ways He has undertaken to fulfill
His purpose and to accomplish His work! Vacations Bible Schools, Bible Camp, Wilderness Canoe Trip, Bible Clubs, Preaching,
Evangelism, Bible Teaching, Discipleship Programs, Guatemala Outreach “GO!” and daily opportunities to make Jesus known,
have been just a few of the ways this has happened. Thank you for joining us in being a “good steward” “serving” with a
“special gift” and demonstrating the “manifold grace of God”. It is so awesome!! If you have access to Facebook, please
visit our homepage and celebrate what the Lord has done in 2018! https://www.facebook.com/masts “Mark Tina Mast”

“Why We Do What We Do”
We are often blessed to receive encouraging notes from people that we have served: “Thanks again for blessing us with

yet again, another awesome Bible School. Your Bible Schools just keep getting better as each year passes. Words cannot
begin to describe how my heart felt to see so many kids right in our little community so excited to talk about Jesus. You
are definitely using the gift the Lord has given you to touch so many young people’s lives. It will make a difference in their
entire lives as they mature in Christ. I know it has with my kids. Thanks again Mark. I will be praying for you.“ CJ

Guatemala Outreach - “GO!”
Mark is taking two groups (70 people) to Guatemala from November 11-29. The teams will build 24 homes, do extensive
construction on a Christian School for impoverished children that “GO!” began to build in January, 2017, minister to people
scavenging at dumps, baptize 3 people, conduct 8 Bible Schools, preach at 11 church services, plus so much more! One of
the highlights for Mark will be taking 60 people from the El Tejar dump and providing pizza parties for them at the
church/school we are constructing in San Miguel. Please also pray for the “GO!” team that Mark is taking in February and
April to continue construction on the school, and conduct numerous ministry events as well. Please let us know if you would
like to join us! If you are interested in following our daily schedule in November, and praying for us each day, please let
us know, and we will be delighted to send you our itinerary right away! #ForTheChildrensSake

“Pikangikum”
Please pray for us from January 13-25, when we will once again make our way to Pikangikum First Nation to serve through
encouragement, preaching and teaching at the Eenchokay Birchstick School. We desperately need to be filled with the
Holy Spirit to minister effectively to these precious souls in such complicated circumstances. #LookingToJESUS

“Merry Christmas!” and “Happy New Year!”
“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:11)
May your Thanksgiving and Christmas season be filled with continuous reminders of God’s great love and grace for you!

“With heartfelt THANKSGIVING to GOD for YOU!”
Thank you so much for partnering with us in the advancement of the Gospel to the “otherwise unreached” in Canada,
Guatemala and the USA! We are very grateful for your encouragement, prayers and financial support.

All for

JESUS,

Mark & Tina Mast

Canadian Correspondence:

USA Correspondence:

Phone, FAX or email us at:

Mark & Tina Mast
PO Box #100
Rainy River ON P0W-1L0

Mark & Tina Mast
PO Box #706
Baudette MN 56623-0706

Phone: (807) 852-3202
Email address: masts@bell.net
Web site: www.onehoperainyriver.ca

Canadian Financial Support:

USA Financial Support:

One Hope Canada
#6 – 875 Gateway Rd
Winnipeg MB R2K-3L1

One Hope International
PO Box #1223
Sault Ste. Marie MI 49783-7223

***Gifts are tax-deductible. Please designate to: “Mark & Tina Mast”
***If from Canada, please make cheques payable to: “One Hope Canada”
***If from the USA, please make checks payable to: “One Hope International”

Donate Online with a Credit Card using the following link:
www.onehopecanada.ca

Click the “Donate Now” tab on the upper right hand corner. Choose to donate from the "USA" or "Canada".
Please be sure to indicate that your gift is for “Mark & Tina Mast” in the designation box.

“For unto you is born this day… a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord!” (Luke 2:11).

PARTNERING IN MISSION
TIMOTHY LEADERSHIP TRAINING INSTITUTE
CALVIN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
RESONATE GLOBAL MISSION
Albert and Carolyn Strydhorst
1941 Keyhill Ave SE, Grand Rapids, MI; 49546
astrydhorst@tlti.org

November 28, 2018
Dear Friends,
Quite often I’m asked, “So what does TLTI do?”
Usually my answer goes something like this: “Over the past 20 years TLTI has developed 7 manuals that provide
practical training for church leaders who haven’t
attended Bible School or seminary. It is common in
places in Africa, Latin America, and Asia – where
churches are growing rapidly – that leaders have
little-to-no theological training. TLTI makes these
manuals available to mission organizations and
churches to use in their leadership training. We
provide advice and support so that the manuals are
used effectively. Once people complete their study of
the manuals, we issue a certificate that marks their
completion of the program and certifies them to
train others with the material. In this way, once TLT has started in an area, it is able to multiply on its own.”

From July 2017 through June 2018,
in 30 countries and in over 20 languages,
about 1000 people completed 3 TLT manuals,
while 250 completed the whole program and were certified to train others.
Here are a few snapshots of trainings that took place this year:

Guatemala – Pastor Byron Aguilar (white
polo shirt, standing, center) coordinates and
leads training in 4 churches in and around
Guatemala City. His training groups include
chaplains of the Guatemala Police force, as well
as ex-gang members. This year 24 people
completed all the TLT manuals and were
certified to train others. If conditions and
resources allow, Pastor Byron would like to
have 7 training groups running in the area. In
his reports, Byron speaks of the impact TLT has
had among the chaplains. “It’s not common for
us to bring our faith into our workplace,” they
say, “but TLT has prepared and encouraged us to do that.”

India – Mrs. Appayyamma is a 75-year-old woman who gives leadership in her
church of 15 families in Gajapathinagaram. Even though she doesn’t read and
write well, she liked what she heard about TLT and was eager to attend the
training. So she brought along an educated church member – and with her
help was able to do the studies. Her practical Action Plan after the first manual
was to visit members in her church more regularly. So she set a goal, and then
planned the schedule for making these visits. She plans to continue with more
TLT manuals, and “make a difference in my church.”
And though I often say TLT is practical training for church leaders who haven’t
attended regular Bible School or seminary, it’s not always this way. Sometimes it’s for students who are in
seminary! Like at the Benin Baptist Institute in
Bohicon, Benin, West Africa.
For the past 2 years, Rev. Marc Nabie (back row, blue
shirt with horizontal stripes) has traveled every 6
months from his home in Burkina Faso to Benin to
lead training with this group of students. In June
2018, they marked their halfway point through the
program. In one report Marc wrote, “This training
started with great enthusiasm as participants
reported on their practical Action Plans from the last
manual. Most have put their plans into action, and
the testimonies are awesome and numerous.”
Finally, a brief family update. If you’ve followed us this summer, you’ll know that it was the season of “The

Weddings.”

Kristin married
Johnny Lee on July 21, and Jessica
married Ian Friesen on August 18.
Two of the happiest days of our lives!
Jessica and Ian are living in Thunder
Bay, where Ian is in the final year of
his degree to be a teacher; Jessica is
working as a teacher in a Day Care
and after-school program for
children.
Johnny and Kristin are in Grand
Rapids, where Johnny is working as
an engineer with an automotiveparts company in Holland, MI, while
Kristin is tending to grasses, gardens, trees and swamps at Calvin College’s Nature Preserve.
Andrea is in her second year of nursing study at Calvin College and works a couple shifts a week at a retirement
home. Carolyn does off-and-on child care (always on when children are present) and lots of volunteering with
programs at Church of the Servant – including ESL and Refugee Support Team.
So this update comes to you with prayers for God’s peace to be with you through this Christmas season – with all
its joys and disappointments, hopes and fears. May the peace of Christ be with you!
With Our Love, Albert and Carolyn Strydhorst

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2
10:00 WORSHIP
SUNDAY SCHOOL
CATECHISM
6:00 ROMANS
BIBLE STUDY
6:00 IF YOU WANT..
BIBLE STUDY
9 Luke Esselink
10:00 WORSHIP
SUNDAY SCHOOL
CATECHISM
6:00 HOME GROWN
BIBLE STUDY

3

4 Janice Wiersema

5 Donna Sinninghe
Alexa Veldhuisen

6 Jackson Arpin

7 Hilda Schryvershof
Eltjo Wiersema
Jessica Marissen

8

14

15

21 Mel Lucas

22

10:00 COFFEE BREAK
7:30 IF YOU WANT… 7:00 YOUTH GROUP
BIBLE STUDY
7:00 G.E.M.S.

10:30 DORCAS

7:00 COUNCIL

10 Dan Veldhuisen
*Larry & Dove
Stahn (29th)

11 Emma Kaemingh

12 Peter Van Heyst
*Adam & Ashley
Esselink (6th)

7:00 CONSISTORY

10:00 COFFEE BREAK 7:00 CADETS

13 Liz VannderVeen

16
10:00 WORSHIP
SUNDAY SCHOOL
CATECHISM
6:00 ROMANS
BIBLE STUDY

17

18 Dwight Stang

19 Kerrilyn Esselink
Henry & Thea
Kaemingh (60th)

20

23

24 Paiton Veldhuisen

25

26

27 Theo deGroot (snr) 28
*Louis & Darlene
Byma (44th)

10:00 WORSHIP
SUNDAY SCHOOL
CATECHISM
30 Darlene Byma

10:00 WORSHIP

10:00 CHRISTMAS DAY
WORSHIP SERVICE
31

29 Grace Kooistra

