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A New Year's Plan
I tried to think of a clever new phrase –
A slogan to inspire the next 365 days,
A motto to live by this coming New Year,
But the catchy words fell flat to my ear.
And then I heard His still small voice
Saying, "Consider this simple, daily choice:
With each new dawn and close of day
Make new your resolve to trust and obey."
"Don't look back caught in regret
Or dwell on the sorrow of dreams unmet;
Don't stare forward anchored by fear,
No, live in this moment, for I am here."
"I am all you need. Everything. I Am.
You are held secure by my strong hand.
Give me this one thing – your all in all;
Into my grace, let yourself fall."
So, at last, I'm ready; I see the way.
It's to daily follow, trust, and obey.
I enter the New Year armed with a plan,
To give him my everything. All that I am.
--Mary Fairchild

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Gertie Kamerman was unavailable to do the “Our Church Family” page for this Care & Share. She will continue with this page
for next month’s Care & Share newsletter.
Therefore encourage one and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing. 1 Thessalonians 5:11
In a basket in the foyer is a variety of cards for members to use to pass on encouraging words to others in the congregation.
Examples include (but are not limited to) thanking someone for the work they do behind the scenes, thanking council
members for all their efforts, sending a note to show your support to young parents, etc. Please take the time to share your
positive thoughts with someone today and lets “encourage and build each other up”.
Consistory continues to look for someone to be the Prayer Coordinator for our church. If you are interested, please contact
your elder. The job description is listed below:
Mission Statement: To teach and model the centrality of Christ and an intimate love relationship with God through
encouraging individual and corporate prayer.
The following list is the mandatory part of this volunteer position…and not so mandatory!
Mandatory:
· Encourage personal and corporate prayer in your church.
· Organize and participate in prayer meetings in your church
Encouraged but not as mandatory…others have had to miss for a variety of reasons:
· Participate in a conference call every 6 – 8 weeks with the other Prayer Coordinators in our
Classis Area. Calls are an hour long or shorter. If missed, "minutes" are sent out.
· Attend the Face to Face Prayer Coordinators’ meeting of our Classis area, held annually.
Held in different locations in our Classis area. (Classis covers the expenses for travel/
accommodations/meals for the Annual Face to Face meeting.) This is a blessed time of
encouragement.
· Occasionally host some training in your local church. Prayer Mobilizer will arrange the
event with the help of the Prayer Coordinator as a spoke’s person to Council and the
congregation.

A few cards came in the mail, addressed to our church family:
To my dear friends in Emo,
Just a note to thankyou for your generous gift of $276 for the ministry of Pastor Church Resources. We greatly appreciate you
partnering with us as we walk alongside pastors, spouses, congregations and ministry leaders in a variety of ways. Your gift
impacts many. On behalf of the staff, Lis Van Harten, co-director
On a personal note: Dave & I continue to remember our time in Emo (summer of ’95) with great fondness. We loved being with
you. You’ll always have a special place in our hearts. Lis
Peace in our hearts, joy in our homes, love filling our days – these are the blessings God provides. Merry Christmas.
I wish you all God’s love and blessing throughout the new year. With love in our Saviour, Helen Reinders (Crans)
“…at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow… and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord…” Philippians 2:10-11
In Jesus, we are all one. One church. One family. One body.
Dear congregation at Emo CRC:
Together with believers around the world, we celebrate Jesus’ first coming and look forward to the day He comes again.
MERRY CHRISTMAS! It’s a joy and privilege to partner with you in using media to share the Gospel around the world.
Thank you f or your prayers and support. Blessings in your ministry in Emo and beyond.
Paul Vandersteen, Back to God Ministries International, Burlington
“When they saw the star, they rejoiced.” Matthew 2:10
“And Mary said: My soul glorifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour…His mercy extends to those who fear him,
from generation to generation.” Luke 1:46-47, 50
Dear friend,
You are helping translate the Bible into the language that people think in, and pray in – the language that speak to their hearts.
Thanks to your faithful support, we are seeing the Word of God transform lives every day.
Delphone read Mary’s song in Chrambo, her heart language, for the first time and was deeply moved. She put the verses to
music. At Christmas, her Sunday school class sang the tune for all to hear!
When we celebrate Christmas, we are celebrating the miracle of God coming down as a baby, into a form we can relate to.
Thank you for honouring Jesus’ example by helping people connect with the Word of God through translation. Your gifts are
changing lives for eternity.
Wishing you and your family a blessed Christmas.
From all of us at Wycliffe Bible Translators of Canada.
Roy Eyre, President

At this Christmas Season I’d like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
SOME 2018 HIGHLIGHTS:
I turned over my work to others and headed to Canada for a Home Assignment on September 14th. I have been
blessed to serve our AIM missionaries of Central Region (Uganda, CAR (Central African Republic), Chad, Democratic
Republic of Congo, Rwanda and S Sudan) in the area of handling finances for administrative work and projects in
Uganda for the past 9 ½ years. I look to the Lord for His guidance and plans for me when my Home Assignment
(Furlough) ends in September 2019. I have been able to connect with some friends in Canada over the past weeks
and look forward to more trips in 2019 to share what God is doing in AIM Central Region and in other places.
I enjoyed going to Toronto to work in our AIM Canadian office for about 6 weeks in June and July.
I continue to have input in the lives of several Ugandan friends. WhatsApp is a great way to communicate. The
school year for the primary and secondary school students has finished. Amani Joel completed his senior six and the
others will move up to the next class when school resumes in February. John has completed one semester of
Business Administration courses at University. It is a joy to see the next generation preparing to live their lives and
trust they too will serve the Lord.
SPECIAL WISHES FOR 2019
As we close the year 2018 and enter 2019 be blessed with three special gifts—“May the Grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ, and the Love of God, and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all”! (2 Corinthians 13:14)
Let us desire and receive these in whatever situation we are going through. Let us pray for all who have a special
need—those going through unrest in some areas of the DR Congo, South Sudan and Central African Republic and
many other places in the world, or people all over going through times of bereavement, health concerns, difficult
relationships, temptations or other hard situations. Jesus came and is full of Grace and Truth (John 1:14). Many
more need to hear of God’s love and know the Spirit’s presence in their lives.
In Uganda we often close our church service or cell group meeting with the words of “The Grace” and as we say
them we shake hands with those around us, passing it on to others. May each of us receive and share these gifts
with those around us at this Christmas season.
Thanks to you my friends for who you are and for all you do for me.
By His Grace,
Laura
Addresses to note:
Email address: laura.hickey@aimint.org
Telephone in Canada: 1-306-921 3573 (Cell phone)
WhatsApp +256 754 422215 (Still on my Ugandan number)
Mailing address: PO Box 3717 Melfort SK S0A 1E0
Mission Addresses:
Africa Inland Mission International Canada: 1641 Victoria Park Avenue Scarborough ON M1R 1P8 (416)
751-6077;

Dear Friends at Emo CRC,
Thanks for financial support you provided for the mission and ministry God has given us with One Hope Canada. We thank the
Lord for you! Thanks for your encouragement as we make Jesus known in Canada and beyond!
The “GO!” teams to Guatemala in November went extremely well and so much was accomplished. We built 24 homes and
completed a great deal of work on the school we are building. We have two classrooms completely finished, and plan to open the
school in January with 40 students! Much remains to be completed, but what we have finished will very adequately
accommodate them. This is very exciting!!
We also conducted daily Bible Schools, church services and ministry to precious people who scavenge at the El Tejar and
Chimaltenango dumps. It was such a blessing to baptize 8 individuals!
If you have access to Facebook, check out all the pictures and videos. Just go to: Mark Tina Mast
We leave for Pikangikum First Nation on January 13. Thank you in advance for your prayers! We have been so blessed to serve
there on two occasions this past year; first in February and then in May. Each visit was both so thrilling and so discouraging.
There are many strongholds of Satan that he is not easily letting go. We certainly enter enemy territory and need to have a
mindset of storming the gates of hell in Jesus’ Name when we go! How desperately we need your prayers. We will be there
from January 13-25. It will be the coldest time of the year with short days of sunlight. Pray for physical safety and protection,
but far more, pray for spiritual protection and deliverance, both for ourselves, and also those caught up with addictions and
unspeakable darkness. Pray that many will come to saving faith in Jesus Christ and that we will be effective in teaching the
children and ministering to adults. Mark will have 28 classes each week, 40 minutes each in length. We will also be bringing
food with us to give to those in need, along with having people over for meals. Mark will also be speaking at “Freedom from
Addiction” meetings and preaching at a couple of church services and prayer meetings too.
Please pray that the Lord gives wisdom as to what we might do and say to bless the precious souls of Pikangikum in Jesus’
Name most effectively.
Once again, our special thanks for your prayers and support. We are so blessed by you.
Thanks so much for everything!
Have a blessed Christmas season!
All for Jesus,
Mark & Tina
PS - Here is a recent update about Pikangikum from Colleen Estes. She is the resident missionary who we fill in for so she can
take a much needed break for renewal and refreshment. Her letter will help you to know how you can pray most effectively.
——The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. Those who dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, upon them
a light has shined." Isaiah 9:2
On December 20th, Pikangikum First Nation will be hooked up to the grid line, bringing electricity into the community rather
than depending on diesel generators that break down continually. This means houses and other buildings will be able to be
constructed, we will have a reliable source of electricity, street lights will be installed AND we can have Christmas lights!!!!
Our prayer is that what is happening physically will also happen spiritually. Despite the preaching of the gospel here for
decades upon decades, there is so much walking in darkness. Abuse.. assaults... alcohol addiction.... adultery... anger. And,
while we are very thankful we have had many less suicides this year than last, our people, especially our youth, continue to
dwell in the shadow of death with deep unhealed grief, depression, chronic illnesses, and suicide attempts.
But we continue to hold on to the prophetic promise, "Upon them a light has shined."

One of the places that is experiencing a lot of turmoil and darkness is our school. Kids running away as they are moving
from classes... severe defiance... students as young as Grade 5 cutting, swallowing pills, drinking, trying to hang themselves in
the washrooms, breaking windows, vicious bullying. We have 80% new teachers with varying levels of classroom management,
but what I sense is the kids are so angry from abandonment and alcohol in the homes. As I look over my classes, there are so
many motherless and fatherless kids as well.
I teach Christian Ed. 4 days a week, 7- 40 minutes classes a day with ages ranging from Grade 1-8. Then I go home and start
my other "job"... praying with people, visiting homes, Freedom from Addictions meeting Tuesday nights, weekly prayer meeting
and teaching, emergency food.. so my days usually end about 10 or 11 p.m. 21 years ago when I came there were 1500 people
whom I hardly knew.. now there are 3000 and I know most! In 1997 I had two classes of each grade.. now there are 4 with the
exception of 6's 7's and 8's. I had a lot of energy at 41.. not so much at 62! I had it so good when, for 5 of those years, I had
coworkers covering half of the classes and Sunday School. I NEED THE RIGHT HELP -- perhaps a husband and wife team who
are children and youth ministers! Please pray for that. I am so grieved in my heart that I haven't been able to have the energy to
restart Sunday School or been able to regather the youth who made commitments at WLS. Our teachers who ran the Friday
Night Live outreach for a few years have been maxed out and it hasn't been going. Our youth building sits unused several nights
a week. There are so many "gaps" in ministry here.
This was very evident as well when Pastor Jerry Cummings and Pastor Earl Ready, who have come to Pikangikum for years
and years were here for a weekend in November. There were no pastors locally available to conduct a funeral service for an
elder who passed away, so Chief and Council asked them. If they hadn't been here, it would have been me. We had a baby
dedication service on a Sunday afternoon, and parents brought a total of 48 kids, with around 80 adults and crying babies packed
into the Eagle's Nest! While I am so glad that the parents know this is the right thing to do, I also weep that they had to wait so
long for what should be a normal part of church life. I also weep that there are no family friendly services.. little pastoral care
encouraging these parents to bring their kids up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. No pastoral care for couples.. no one
ordained to marry. The ones that Pastor Jerry and Pastor Earl have been seeking to mentor in ministry were for the most part
absent, as they have been other times. Oh, GOD, BUILD YOUR CHURCH!!!! In Christian Ed, I use a puppet named Pastor
John to teach. Will the kids ever have a pastor? GOD, CALL and EQUIP your PEOPLE! Native People!!!
One of the verses we have been learning this fall is "Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path." Thanks to the
amazing generosity of God's people, I was able to purchase 194 Kids' Quest Study Bibles for my Grades 5 and 6 students. They
are an expensive Bible, but I got them for half off and they are so 'kid friendly." I know the adults will learn from them as
well. I will be distributing them next week. Pray for the Lord to open the understanding of the kids and that they will have a
hunger to know God through His Word! Thank you so much for your help to get these!
And, speaking of generosity, I have a cargo plane coming in on Friday with about 300 Christmas gifts in it for families who
may be having nothing at Christmas. Thank you for all the love you poured into those boxes. I am hoping the Northern Store
manager will lend me his cargo truck and cargo crew to unload the plane. Pray for help in distribution and that people will
experience the joy in serving, and that the recipients will sense Jesus' love for them.
Also, in the area of giving, just know I am so thankful for all of your support financially. The other day when I went to the
store I bought 30 liters (not gallons) of gas, 30 rolls of toilet paper, and a small bag of pretzels. $120.77.
I will be in Pikangikum for Christmas, and then leave the 26th to bring Silas Quill and a youth from another reserve to
connect with others flying to Arkansas for an On Eagle's Wings retreat. I will get to see my family in Minnesota during the time
of the retreat, and then pick them up in Minneapolis and head home to Pikangikum January 3.
Mark and Tina Mast volunteered to cover a couple of weeks of Christian Ed for me, so they are coming in January. I am asking
the Lord what to do during that time and where to go.. I am not off for a specific purpose... it feels kind of strange to have free
time! There are some churches I would like to visit.. I wish they were in Florida or Arizona ... lol!!!
Later on in Isaiah 9 it reads; "And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace." Yes, indeed. Merry Christmas!
Love, Colleen Estes

Ramsey Reflections
December 5, 2018

Dear Co-laborers,
Time is passing quickly as we are in the exam
week of the fall semester. It has been an
especially full few months, but encouraging in
many ways.
The numbers attending both Friday and
Wednesday night L.I.F.E. group meetings has
seemed to increase significantly over the past
weeks, giving the opportunity to share lessons
and spiritual truths with many more as we
discuss holidays and their religious origins. A
couple of Bible studies outside of these groups
also allow people to hear things they have
never heard before. Please join us in praying
for these seeds of truth to find good soil and
grow into a deep and sincere relationship with
God.

In between activities with students/scholars,
like a visit to Toyota's largest manufacturing
plant in the world and visiting friends in our
local Amish community, our goal is the one on
one visits with students where we often have
opportunities to share biblical truth and
encouragement to seriously consider these
truths. One example is a Chinese scholar and
his wife who just returned to China. It has been
great to have their whole family, including
toddler and both sets of parents to our home for
visits and meals, and to meet them weekly in
their apartment. The father of the scholar
noticed a book written in Chinese on our shelf
and began looking at it. We sent this with them
as they left our home and pray they will read
what this Chinese Christian author has to share
about faith. This whole family is a joy to be
with even though the parents speak virtually no
English, yet they are obviously happy to see us
and eager to have us visit them in western
China.

Dinner at the Murphy's home

Our friends the Murphys again graciously
opened their home and helped us prepare a
feast for 18 international guests who joined us
all on Thanksgiving. After a great dinner, we
took a walk and played fun group games. All
together more than 50 internationals joined
various IFI hosts for Thanksgiving in
Cincinnati.

Our scholar friend and family (his wife took the
picture)

On our last visit to their home before they left,
we were able to share and summarize more
important truths about God, as well as tons of
Biblical resources in digital format which they
can take home with them. Please pray for this
family and especially the scholar and his wife

who seemed willing to listen despite being
Buddhist. In their last conversation, the wife
asked several serious questions of Cheryl about
following God. Our hope is to keep in touch via
the internet despite their full and busy work
schedules back in China.
We've also been meeting weekly with a couple
of other scholars from the Wednesday night
group, both of whom we've been able to share
much with. Cheryl is going through a simple
book called "What Christians Believe" with
one lady. Another guy said that after hearing a
bit of the Christmas story, his daughter asked
why God had to become a man. When I asked
how she came to pose such a question, he said
that he had been sharing with her some of what
he had been learning. He is a deep thinker and
reads things which many from his country have
never read.
On one of the first Fridays of this semester, I
saw an Asian student (from Japan) sitting in the
student center and asked him if he'd like to join
us that evening at the L.I.F.E. group. He
immediately said yes, and actually showed up a
little later to go with us. He asked about
inviting a friend who then came the second
week and both have been regular attenders of
the group ever since. One of them has a mother
who is Catholic and the other, who is an
exchange student here for this semester, has a
Japanese friend who is a Christian. I was
surprised to learn that one of them had learned
a basic overview of Christianity in a class in
high school. The three of us have begun
meeting together for a Bible study and we've
had both of them out for a weekend visit to our
home and taken them to church. Please join us

Dale and Cheryl Ramsey
3690 Coy Hill Road
Rising Sun, IN 47040
812-308-1290
E-mail: dale.ramsey@juno.com
overcomer@speedymail.org

in praying for these young men as we engage
and study with them, and especially for the
limited time we have with the exchange
student.

A Smoky Mountain Trip in October. Takuro and Jo,
on the left

In December, we’ve planned other events,
including visits to our home, and a weekend
trip just before school resumes mid-January. If
possible, we would also like to take a break for
several days perhaps after Christmas. Please
pray for relational and spiritual energy during
these interactions, and an opportunity to be
refreshed before the next semester begins.
Finally, we want to share our deep and sincere
gratitude for each of you who co-labor with us
through prayer and/or financial support. We've
been greatly encouraged by prayer on our
behalf, notes, faithful generous ongoing, as
well as unexpected gifts of support, which
allow us to continue giving full time to
reaching out to internationals from many
different countries.
Blessings,
Dale and Cheryl

For donations in the US:
International Friendships Inc.
PO Box 82416
Columbus, OH 43202-0416
614-294-2434
https://www.ifipartners.org/da
le-cheryl-ramsey/

For donations in Canada:
ACCI
89 Auriga
Nepean, ON K2E 7Z2
www.adventive.ca

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1 Nicole Boven
Weston Veldhuisen

2 Derek Kaemingh
*Gary & Cheryl
Foster (13th)

3

4

5

8 Henry Kaemingh

9

10

11

12

7:00 COUNCIL

10:00 COFFEE BREAK

15 Grace Hettinga

16 Sarah McInerney

17 Aiden Wielinga

18

19 Gavin Veldhuisen

7:00 CONSISTORY

10:00 COFFEE BREAK

7:00 CADETS

22

23

24

25

26 Julia Dykstra

10:00 COFFEE BREAK

7:00 G.E.M.S.

30

31

10:00 COFFEE BREAK

7:00 CADETS

10:00 WORSHIP
6 Jan Van Zwol
Ann Wielinga

7 Wilma Esselink

10:00 WORSHIP
SUNDAY SCHOOL
CATECHISM
6:00 ROMANS BIBLE
STUDY
13

14

10:00 WORSHIP
SUNDAY SCHOOL
CATECHISM
20 Jared Bethune

21 Laura Hickey

10:00 WORSHIP
SUNDAY SCHOOL
CATECHISM
6:00 ROMANS BIBLE
STUDY
27 Sullivan Shortreed 28 LoriAnn Shortreed 29 Christine Bethune
Jenelle Veldhuisen
Dax Laplante
10:00 WORSHIP
SUNDAY SCHOOL
CATECHISM

