
From Pastor Kasey: 

‘TIME’ to Refuel. 
 
English skeptic Thomas Hobbes once said, “If I had the whole world, I would give it to live one day”. The most 
popular ‘regret’ voiced is how one has used their time and or money. Most folks take far too many, ‘should 
haves’, ‘could haves’ and ‘would haves’ to their graves. All life tugs on our heart strings, vying for our attention; 
work requires us, home demands or worse, quietly wishes, play tempts us, church compels us, bills threaten 
us, appointments beckon us, charities need us, and friends summon us. These and more wait, standing in line, 
threatening disappointment if missed, shorted or failed. Fodder for should’ves, could’ves and would’ves. 
 
Jesus said, “I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do” (Jn.17:4). Jesus used his 
time perfectly. Its not a wonder that Paul encourages us to, “Be very careful, then, how you live—not as  
unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil” (Eph.5:15,16).  
Unfortunately, that makes most people feel as though they ought to be doing better or doing more - that only 
adds to regret. God tells his people in Isaiah 30, “In repentance and rest is your salvation, in quietness and trust 
is your strength.  
So how do we spend TIME in restful quietness without feeling like we are shorting other pressing demands? 
We are told that we should set our minds on things above, on Christ, and that we are to spend our TIME on 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience forgiveness and love (Colossians 3:2,12-14). 
 
Do not spend time ruminating on what is lost. Consider it? Yes! But then press on toward the goal for which 
God has called you heavenward in Christ Jesus (Philippians 3:12-14). Each of us will have to give an account of 
how we’ve used our time on earth (Rom.14:12). Jesus will test the quality of our work and while we will not 
lose our reward we can suffer loss (1 Cor.3:13-15). 
 
Numerous men and women of the faith have offered insights and encouragements re: the use of time in our 
day. Many advocate beginning each day with a time of prayer, a greeting if you will. A five-minute prayer for 
gratitude for the day and guidance through it and or a five minute devotional reading to encourage our own 
hearts to keep our focus on things above. Similar counsel is offered regarding how we end our days, taking 
TIME to thank God for the day and seeking forgiveness.  
 
The Bible speaks often on the topics of TIME and MONEY and how we use it. It is important. The rule of thumb 
in the Christian discipline of TIME is that when we give priority to prayer and devotional time to connect with 
our God, we are less wasteful and actually get more done. One often noted oddity is that the more time elders 
spend in prayer together the quicker the business side of things get done and conversely the less time spent in 
prayer the longer the meeting.  If this was not a seriously important thing in the ‘Christian life’ Jesus would not 
have offered the graphic parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus in Luke 16:19-31. Regret and guilt is tiring, it 
drains us of the energy needed for the simpler things. Giving God and neighbor “the time of day”  is always a 
good thing to do. 
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

 

As I am always looking for something as a start for my contribution to the Care & Share, the message by Pastor Don 
Draayer from Winnipeg on the 1st of January seemed to be just right and somewhat in tune with the poem Jeannette had 
put on the front page of the January Care & Share.  Though Pastor Don said much that was worth taking note of, the only 
thing I can remember clearly is the challenge he gave us which was to read the Bible passage on which his sermon was 
based - 2 Peter 2:1-11 - every day of the following week and then once a week throughout 2019 as a reflection and  
resolution (not that I have been faithful in taking him up on that).  If we all would do so and really take it to heart, we 
certainly would benefit from it as a congregation and personally.   
 
Hopefully, we all had a good Christmas season.  I am sure we all enjoyed the Christmas Day, the choir certainly  
contributing to it.  Those participating in the dinner in the Fellowship Hall afterward thoroughly enjoyed that time  
together.  Thank you, Helen & Elmer for organizing that. 
 
The New Year’s Day service also was quite meaningful.  Thank you all who planned and prepared and took a part in it. 
 
Congratulations to Tanner & Stevie Lee Kaemingh with the birth of a baby girl, Leni Taylor, on the 7th of December, a 
granddaughter for Dale and Kathy Kaemingh. 
 
Arnold & Cindy Kaemingh were blessed with another grandson, Ezra Abraham, born to their daughter Denise and Peter 
Gerber, also on the 7th of December. 
 
On January 15th, a baby boy, Arthur John White, was born to Teagan (Kaemingh) & Brian White, a grandson for  
Dale & Kathy. 
 
We thank God for the gift of new life and pray for wisdom for the parents in their responsibilities in raising these  
children; may they do so in faithfulness to God. 
 
Several members of our congregation have been dealing with bouts of the flu, some more serious then others, which is 
not unusual for this time of the year.  Maybe the severe cold spells of this past week will kill off some of those flu bugs. 
 
Even through the winter has not been all that bad, we are starting to look forward to it ending.  But we had better be  
patient; after all we do live in Northwestern Ontario which I still think a pretty nice part of Ontario. 
 
Best wishes to all celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in February.  As far as I know, Wilma Wielinga is the only  
official senior celebrating a birthday in February, on the 3rd. 
Corrie & Janice Wiersema will celebrate their 57th wedding anniversary on the 16th. 
Congratulations to all of you who will be celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in February.  Have a blessed day in 
every way. 
Also a happy Valentine’s Day on the 14th to all of us. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

A card was received from the Emo Food Bank: 
Christian Reformed Church: 
Thank you for your continued support of our food bank during 2018.  Through generosity such as your members we are 
able to continue to operate in the area and help those in need. 
Your generous donation of  food items helps keep our shelves stocked and assist the less fortunate. 
Thank you! 
Charlene McTavish, Co-ordinator Emo Food Bank 
 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

A Note from CPJ's Board of Directors 
Dear CPJ Members and Friends, 
As chair of CPJ's Board of Directors, I was privileged to be part of our five-person Hiring Committee. The posting of 
the position drew more qualified applicants than we had expected. After interviewing several excellent candidates we 
had to face the hard, but good problem of offering second interviews to finalists. Again the committee's decision was 
difficult, but eventually, it became clear that Willard Metzger was the best choice for Joe Gunn's successor. We were 
grateful for the response to the job posting and are confident that Willard will continue to follow the visionary  
leadership that Joe Gunn has shown for the last ten years. Willard will begin working on January 31, 2019, with some 
helpful overlap with Joe.  
 Willard comes to this position after many years as an ordained pastor of Mennonite Church Canada. He served  
Mennonite congregations for 18 years before moving to World Vision Canada in 2005. After 5 years developing World 
Vision's brand new Church Relations program, Willard moved on to become the Executive Director of Mennonite 
Church Canada, where he spearheaded the consolidation of the denomination's five regions, a difficult task that helped 
put the church in a firm financial position. Willard has retained his credentials as an ordained pastor through all these 
moves and we trust that will continue in his position as ED for CPJ. Besides his career in the Mennonite Church and 
World Vision, Willard has been on the Executive of the Canadian Council of Churches. 
CPJ's Board of Directors cordially and eagerly welcomes Willard Metzger to CPJ. We have confidence that God has 
provided a person to broaden and deepen CPJ's work in developing and proposing public policies that will contribute in 
God-blessed ways to Canada's task of making the political realm a place that promotes justice for all in our nation.  
Sincerely yours, 
James C. Dekker, 
CPJ Board Chair   
 

——————————————————————————————— 
 
 
From The King’s University: 
Spring Convocation Speaker 
Dr. Steven R. Timmermans, Executive Director of the Christian Reformed Church in North America (CRCNA), will be 
speaking at The King’s University Spring Convocation Ceremony. A live stream of the ceremony will begin on  
Saturday, May 4 at 2 p.m. Visit kingsu.ca/alumni-supporters/events/graduation for more details. If you have any  
questions, please contact the Registration and Student Finance Office at 780-465-8330 or registrar@kingsu.ca. 
Save the Date: CRC Canadian National Gathering 
Thursday, May 23 – Saturday, May 25, 2019 at The King’s University 
 
 
 
 



January 3, 2019 

 

Happy New Year, friends!  

 

We are excited to announce that our son, Caleb, proposed to Alixx Jansen on December 28th 

and we are thrilled to be gaining a DAUGHTER-in-law in 2019! 

 

 

 
 



An Update on AIDIA in Peru 

 

AIDIA (pronounced “idea”), the “Interdenominational 

Association for the Holistic Development of Apurímac,” was 

one of the organizations with whom we partnered during our 

ten years in Peru. It fills us with joy to hear what God is 

continuing to do through them. Here are some highlights, 

challenges, and prayer requests (taken from Prayer Alive, a 

prayer newsletter of Wycliffe’s Prayer Ministries). 

 

AIDIA is working to translate the entire Bible into Eastern 

Apurímac Quechua. AIDIA leaders also promote the use of 

translated Scriptures and literacy, because they know that a 

Bible left on a shelf is of no use. The love of Christ is shared 

through leadership development and some social services. 

 

“I thought it was just a Bible translation organization. And here they’re teaching people how to 

read and write in their own language!” exclaims David, a Canadian who visited Peru to see 

AIDIA’s work for himself. “They’re teaching people about sexual abuse and how wrong it is, and 

about how to raise a family. That, to me, is really impressive.” 

 

Challenges 

When people do not have access to the Bible in their mother tongue, the Word of God is not 

understood. 

 

When Aydé Huertas and some volunteers arrived at the village of Itunes, they asked the 

children if they knew Jesus Christ. The kids responded, “Who is he?” Many children like them 

have never heard of Jesus Christ. 

 

“I began to realize I had committed a lot of [doctrinal] errors in the past [using a Spanish Bible],” 

admits a pastor, upon his involvement in leadership development with AIDIA. 

 

Many church leaders have little training and no access to the Scriptures in their mother tongue. 

 

“Where the Church is present, congregants with Spanish Bibles are not reading with 

understanding,” explains Rojas, another local pastor. While pastors have passion, leaders in the 

countryside lack training. Many of the leaders and pastors have never gone to seminary or Bible 

school. 

 

Poverty and illiteracy are common. 

 

The focus of Wycliffe Canada’s partnership with AIDIA is to equip them to: 

Translate the Bible and Scripture resources, teach literacy, share the gospel via audio-visual 

media, equip local leaders with the training they need and train teachers to develop activities for 

https://www.wycliffe.ca/projects/aidia/


Quechua-speaking children.                   

 

Impact 

Leadership development -  So far, more than 70 new churches have been planted and 40 

existing churches have been strengthened with the assistance of AIDIA. Dozens of Quechua 

leaders have been trained and hundreds have received training on the Bible and related 

themes. 

 

People are becoming literate and more involved in their churches - Thousands of children, 

youth, and adults have been taught to read and write. The Apurímac Quechua literacy program 

has improved their socioeconomic status and is allowing them to read God’s Word in their heart 

language. 

 

The Bible is being translated, expanding the local church - 2,294 verses were translated 

last year! The church spread rapidly once the translated New Testament was published in 

Eastern Apurímac Quechua, with the result of many people coming to Christ. 

 

Sunday school training - When AIDIA began training children’s teachers in churches, only one 

out of 10 churches had a Sunday school 

class. Now more than 45 new churches 

and groups are running a Sunday school 

class and nearly 100 teachers received 

training in the past three years. 

 

• Pray for leaders of AIDIA as they 

struggle to gather groups together for 

meetings. Ask God to especially be with 

the elderly and the children who were kept 

from attending due to sickness. 

• Pray that God will guide and bless the 

leaders involved in leadership training, 

Sunday school teacher training or 

seminary. 

• Pray for the funding necessary to carry 

out the program. 

• Thank the Lord for the increase in the 

number of churches. Thank Him that more 

than 45 new churches and groups are 

holding Sunday school classes.  

 

 

 

 

 



Our January Comings and Goings: 

● January 13-18 - Justin in London for a workshop related to revising the guiding vision, 

mission and ends statements of SIL International.  

● January 19-27 - Justin and I will be in Peru for our annual South Region Retreat where 

we gather our staff from across Spanish-speaking South America (mostly Colombia and 

Peru).  

 

Thanks for the part that you have played in AIDIA’s 

ministry, and now in Bible translation and language 

development in all of the Americas. We can do what we 

do because you are faithful to do what you do. Because of 

your partnership, lives are being transformed by the Word 

of God in their heart language. Thanks for your prayers, 

financial and emotional support.  

 

Justin & Tammy Hettinga 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Justin & Tammy Hettinga 
justin_hettinga@wycliffe.ca 
tammy_hettinga@wycliffe.ca 
Hettinga.ca 
  
 

 

If you would like to make a one-time donation or recurring monthly donations, visit Hettinga.ca, type in 
the amount and click “Give Now.” For pre-authorized giving from your bank account, simply fill out and 
submit this “Pre-authorized Monthly Debit Agreement” form. To donate by credit card over the phone, 

please call 1-800-463-1143 (9am-4pm Mountain time) and ask for the Receipts Department. To donate by 
mail, please make cheque(s) payable to Wycliffe Canada and mail to the Wycliffe address above. (Please 
include a separate note that states “for the work of Justin & Tammy Hettinga.” If you have any issues with 

this, please do not hesitate to ask for our assistance. 

 

Wycliffe Bible Translators of 

Canada 

4316 - 10 St NE, Calgary AB  T2E 

6K3  

800-463-1143 / 403-250-5411 

wycliffe.ca 

https://www.sil.org/
mailto:justin_hettinga@wycliffe.ca
mailto:tammy_hettinga@wycliffe.ca
file:///C:/Users/Tammy/Google%20Drive/PD/Emo%20CRC%20Word%20Documents%20and%20PDFs/2017/hettinga.ca
http://www.hettinga.ca/
https://www.wycliffe.ca/wp-content/uploads/pdf/give/PreAuthorizedmonthlyDebitGivingForm.pdf
http://www.wycliffe.ca/
tel:800-463-1143
tel:403-250-5411
https://www.wycliffe.ca/


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1  Paisley Esselink 2 

3  Lucas Koomans 
    Wilma Wielinga 
 
10:00 WORSHIP 
   SUNDAY SCHOOL 
    CATECHISM 

4   
 
 
 
 
9:45  DORCAS 

5 
 
 
 
 
7:00  COUNCIL 

6  Aidan Osadchuk 
 
 
 
 
10:00 COFFEE BREAK 

7 
 
 
 
 
7:00  G.E.M.S. 

8 9  Alida Esselink 

10  Bram Van der Kroef 
 
 
10:00 WORSHIP 
   SUNDAY SCHOOL 
    CATECHISM 

11  Zachery Koomans 
      Corinne Webb 

12  Katrina Koomans 13 
 
 
 
 
10:00 COFFEE BREAK 

14  Jameson Shortreed 
 
 
 
 
7:00  CADETS 

15 16  Kylie Veldhuisen 
      Donna Vos 
      *Corrie & Janice 
       Wiersema (56th) 

17  Isaac Dykstra 
      Alyssa Koomans 
 
10:00 WORSHIP 
   SUNDAY SCHOOL 
    CATECHISM 

18 19  Cora Vansmeerdyk 
      Matt Veldhuisen 
 
 
 
7:00  CONSISTORY 

20 
 
 
 
 
10:00 COFFEE BREAK 

21  Rebekah Crans 
      Mark Vanderwees 
     *Theo & Deb 
        deGroot (10th) 
 
7:00  G.E.M.S. 

22 23 

24  Karen Koomans 
      Kay Redford 
 
10:00 WORSHIP 
   SUNDAY SCHOOL 
    CATECHISM 

25  Courtney Bethune 26 27 
 
 
 
 
10:00 COFFEE BREAK 

28  *Brad & Corinne 
  Webb (27th on the 29th) 
 
 
 
7:00  CADETS 

  


