
From the Pastor 

 

I was asked to come here specifically to help with some needed “transitions”. I am not here to simply 

preach, teach and do pastoral visits. I do them of course but always with a view to promoting healthy  

transitions. In the first couple months, the leadership of Emo CRC prioritized what it believed to be its top 6 

transitions which included; 

 1. Strengthen the leadership base of the congregation 

 2. Maintain the regular ministries of the church 

 3. Resolve conflicts involving people or issues 

 4. Emphasize fellowship and reconciliation 

 5. Maintain the regular pastoral ministry of the church 

 6. Clarify the mission of the church 

I have been asked to stay for another 9 months past the original 12 month contract. That will bring my time  

here in Emo to 21 months which is March 1, 2020. That means I have 11 months left to help facilitate  

transitions that will help to more clearly define your future direction and what sort of pastor would best fit  

that direction and this community of faith as a whole. 

A large focus in the last number of months has been the conflict groups. That group teaching is a mix of  

Biblical principles and practical application for addressing conflict in our lives. Just over 1⁄2 of the active  

adult membership will have completed this group. I would like to have more do this still and hope to offer 

that opportunity again in the Fall. This Fall I will also host a group interested in developing leadership  

abilities for church health. 

This Spring we will turn our focus to Vision and Mission discernment. We, meaning council and the  

Transition Team, will hold three evenings for all the members of Emo CRC to participate in.  If you cannot  

make an evening you will be able to participate in absentia via a questionnaire.  This may also be a great  

option for those who are less prone to voice their thoughts and ideas in larger public settings. If you do  

choose this option to participate, please do not use that as a reason to not attend the evening. Listening to  

the ideas and feelings and thoughts of others will still be an important part of the process. 

The first of these evenings will focus on establishing our Core Values. The second evening will focus on our  

Biblical Calling and the third evening will focus on Mapping the Assets within the Church and the  

Community. All that data will be collated in the summer months when we will also be planning how we can  

best put all those things together to establish a direction for ministry (Vision and Mission), that will help us to  

focus our efforts as a group. 
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Care & Share 
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I believe in the importance of this work for all churches. Our reputation as the people of God on this earth  

demands an intentional attention to the Body of Jesus Christ and its reputation in the community in which  

we live, work and play. To pay attention to the church and its reputation is the work of transitional ministry  

and needs to be a regular part of church life.   

Imagine having a reputation for being a group of broken people from which God’s love miraculously and 

gracefully radiates outward into the community so that lives are transformed in Christ and enriched by the 

power of the Holy Spirit.  Imagine a church where people are actively reaching out to the hungry, sick, poor,  

down trodden, imprisoned, or victimized all as an expression of God’s love in Jesus’ life.  Imagine being part  

of a group whose goal is to inspire, encourage, and empower others to do what they love to do as  

ambassadors of the kingdom of God and bearers of his image. Imagine being a place in your community  

where everyone knows they will be welcomed and valued as a child of God. 

Sounds like a lot doesn’t it? Doesn’t it sound like it will demand more of us than we have to give? It should  

because it will. That is why we believe its HIS WORK in and through us. It is HIS POWER made perfect in  

our weakness. Let’s remember who we are, and whose we are, and imagine what we can become as the  

People of God. 

 

Pastor Kasey VanderVeen 

 

 



OUR CHURCH FAMILY 
 

Though many of the books that I have somehow collected will never get read, I do pick up one at times that gets my 
attention.  One of the last ones, being a book edited by Catharine Marshall, wife of Peter Marshall, who came from Scotland 
to the U.S. as a Presbyterian pastor in the earlier 1900’s.  He became well known for his preaching style.  Whatever he did, 
he would do with great zest, including preaching.  His popularity seemed to be greater than his self-confidence but he 
accepted the challenges presented to him, believing God had called him.  Though, when he was asked to become chaplain 
of the US Senate he replied, “No, I couldn’t do that”, then later on said, “unless God definitely gives me a green light.”  
From what I have read, his influence in that position was remarkable.  He gained the respect of all who heard him preach or 
pray.  The aforesaid book is a collection of sermons and prayers from Dr. Marshall.  One of those prayers I thought would be 
so right for Easter time and is as follows: 

We pray Thee, O Christ, to keep us under the spell of immortality. My we never again think and act as if Thou were 
dead. Let us more and more come to know Thee as a living Lord who hath promised to them that believe: "Because I 
live, ye shall live also." Help us to remember that we are praying to the Conqueror of Death, that we may no longer 
be afraid nor dismayed by the world's problems and threats, since Thou hast overcome the world. In Thy strong 
name, we ask for Thy living presence and Thy victorious power. Amen. 

Another quote from this book which I thought very profound is: 
 If we would only have the courage to take a good look at our motives for doing certain things, we might  discover 
something about ourselves that would melt away our pride and soften our hearts so that God  could do something with us 
and for us. 
I will gladly share this book with anyone interested.   
 
As I am writing this, we so far have had two Lenten services and luncheons at the United Church which were fairly well 
attended.  Coming together with other Christians from the community can be quite meaningful and I thought the messages 
we heard were too. 
 
As a church family, we think of those who have lost family members this past month. 
Our condolences go to:  
 Gerald & Cora Van Smeerdyk with the sudden passing of their brother-in-law, Gary DeVries at the age of 61 after a 
massive heart attack in Langley, B.C. on February 12th. 
 Richard & Geneva Veldhuisen and Matt & Kim and Eric & Natalie Veldhuisen and families with the passing away of 
Geneva’s mom, Betty Wielinga. 
 Jan & Annie van Rozen with the passing away of Annie’s father in the Netherlands.   
 Archie & Eleanor Wiersema with the passing away of Eleanor’s sister, Carol Clifford, early this past Friday morning. 
Remember to keep all who mourn in your prayers, that they may experience God’s comfort and peace. 
 
We thank God that Carissa Marmus, 24 year old granddaughter of Archie & Eleanor Wiersema had a successful kidney 
transplant.  Carissa’s mother, Wendy, was the donor. 
 
Congratulations to all celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this month.  May it be a happy day, blessed by God.   
Those whose birthdays passed the 65th mark are Elmer Cates on the 11th and Sietske van Zwol on the 23rd. 
Jan & Sietske van Zwol will also be celebrating their 44th wedding anniversary on the 17th. 
 

 
We are reminded that PRAYER is to be an integral part of our lives in 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18. “Rejoice always, pray 

without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you (for us).” As a council we 

would like to encourage each of us to keep our programs, events, missionaries and committees (and all the associated 

volunteers) in prayer. Each month we would like to focus on one item from each of these areas. For the month of April please 

pray for:  

 Albert & Carolyn Strydhorst, serving with the Timothy Leadership Center 

 the upcoming Easter Sunrise Service,  

 the ministry of song at the Emo Hospital,  

 the Worship Committee as they work to lead us in  worship of the Father, Son and Spirit.  

 



Ramsey Reflections 
 

March 2019 

 

Dear Co-Laborers,  

Greetings once again from the slowly warming 
Southeast Indiana area. It is the week of spring 
break at the University of Cincinnati as well as 
at some grade schools. Many of our Chinese 
scholar friends have headed to Florida, Chicago 
or Washington DC during the break. Other 
students who attend our group went to sunny 
California. Decades ago, most international 
students had extremely limited resources. 
While some still do have very tight budgets, we 
know many who have part time employment 
through the university or grants, or wealthy 
parents which allow them to often do a 
significant amount of travel while they are in 
the States. We would appreciate prayer for 
wisdom to know if, and what potential trips to 
plan over the coming months.  

Meanwhile we have covered many topics so far 
this year. For President's Day, we looked at 
powerful quotes from Lincoln and Washington 
about their trust in God. We did a lesson on 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day and things he said 
about justice and faith, peaceful protest and 
passivity. We shared a lesson that talked about 
forgiveness and discussed the challenges in 
doing that as well as the strength it takes to 
offer forgiveness. Another lesson was entitled 
"What difference does it make?" in which I 
gave a simplified look into the incredible 
complexity of the human cell with the goal of 
showing the impossibility that such a complex 
organism could develop accidentally through 
evolution. It is interesting to hear that so many 
have never heard any other explanation given 
for the origin of mankind, and many have never 
before given this any serious thought. Little by 
little, we seek to challenge commonly held 
world views and beliefs which are not based on 
truth. 

In fact, this week we started our weekly 
meetings by playing the game "To Tell the 
Truth" and then discussed Epistemology. On 
Wednesday, we shared that many of us make 
decisions based on “criteria” such as our 
instincts, feelings, wishful thinking, cultural 
norms, consensus, pragmatism or what makes 
us feel significant.  We then broke up into 
small groups to discuss the following 
questions:  

1. Are there any proverbs or sayings about 
"truth" in your country, culture or religion? 

2. Were you taught anything about how to 
determine what is true and what is false?  

a. If so, who taught you?  
b. What exactly did they teach you? 

3. Sometimes the search for "truth" can also 
include determining what is right or wrong, 
or what is good or bad. Can you name one 
or more beliefs or behaviors that are hard to 
know what the truth/right thing is?  

4. What criteria do you use when making 
decisions about: 

a.  moral (right and wrong) issues,  
b. life's big decisions like marriage, 

job, family, investments 
5. Which of the above criteria do you use the 

most to help decide what is best?  
6. Are there other ways/criteria/tests that you 

personally use for determining if something 
is true or false?  

7. How would you respond to someone who 
made the following statements: (Give your 
response to each) 

a. "All truth is 'relative' and therefore 
there is no 'absolute truth'." 

b. "We can't ever really know if 
something is true or not."  

c. "Truth" isn't really that important. 
What is important is what works or 
makes me happy." 



In my (Dale) small group, the criteria most 
often used was whatever they had been taught 
by parents, teachers and culture, feelings, 
consensus and wish fulfillment. One scholar 
stated that it is best to just follow our parents or 
government without really questioning them. 
Another said that "truth" wasn't really so 
important, as long as what I am doing keeps me 
and my family happy. These views had the ring 
of both Buddhist and Confucius philosophies 
with a desire for "peace" above a desire for 
truth. This gives a glimpse of the strongholds of 
beliefs that we seek to challenge and change.  

Lesson topics for the coming several weeks 
include a brief view of another famous person 
in history: Jesus Christ. Also, How should we 
live? (Morality), Racism, Good Friday and 
Easter Holidays, and Emotional Quotient. 
Please join us in praying for truth to pierce the 
darkness and deception which has been learned 
and believed through culture, education, and 
human "wisdom."  

Our Wednesday night Chinese scholars group 
has been encouraging with good attendance and 
new comers replacing those who have returned 
to China. The multi-cultural and younger 
student Friday group attendance has fluctuated 
significantly over the past couple of months. 
Polling a handful of group members reveals a 
wide variety of student preferences. Please join 
us in praying for wisdom to know if there is 
anything we can adjust which will still 
accomplish the purpose for the group, and at 
the same time scratch where younger students 
itch.  
 
Weekly team meetings and prayer times, one 
on one meetings with students, and showing 
hospitality keep us occupied and offer 

opportunities to pursue the goal of reaching out 
and sharing God's truth with as many 
internationals as possible. 
 

Since our last letter we’ve both heard personal 
accounts and read various disturbing articles 
about changes within China. All religion is 
being cracked down on, much as it was during 
the Cultural Revolution of the 1960s and 70s. 
From demolishing religious statues, to making 
holy books unavailable, not allowing children 
to go to church, to “re-education” internment 
camps and more, it is becoming increasingly 
difficult and dangerous to practice any form of 
faith.  Just one example is found in the 
following article:  China official says West 
using Christianity to 'subvert' power 
 
It could well be that the openness, interest and 
freedom of our Chinese friends could be 
drastically affected.  Please pray with us that 
this will not completely close doors to sharing 
both inside and outside of China.    
 
Thanks so much for laboring along with us 
through prayer and giving which allows all this 
to happen!  

Blessings! 
Dale and Cheryl 

 

 
Dale and Cheryl Ramsey 
3690 Coy Hill Road 
Rising Sun, IN 47040 
Dale cell: 513-655-5756 
Cheryl cell: 513-655-5842 
 
E-mail: dale.ramsey@juno.com  
overcomer@speedymail.org

    
    For donations in the US: 

 
International Friendships Inc.  
PO Box 82416 
Columbus, OH 43202-0416  
614-294-2434 
https://www.ifipartners.org/da
le-cheryl-ramsey/ 

 
For donations in Canada: 

 
ACCI  
89 Auriga  
Nepean, ON K2E 7Z2 
www.adventive.ca

Chinese "Hot Pot" on our porch 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2  Karmin Hettinga 
 
 
9:45 DORCAS 
7:00 COUNCIL 

3 
 
 
 
10:00 COFFEE BREAK 

4  Brad Webb 
   Michael Veldhuisen 

5 Alistair Marissen 6  Troy Veldhuisen 

7 Ophelia Lucas Engberg 
 
 
 
10:00 WORSHIP 
    SUNDAY SCHOOL 
    CATECHISM 

8 Josette Vargus 9 10 Jan Van Rozen 
 
 
 
 
 
10:00 COFFEE BREAK 

11  Elmer Cates 12 Eric Van der Kroef 13  

14 Carina Mack 
 
 
10:00 WORSHIP 
    SUNDAY SCHOOL 
    CATECHISM 

15  Dayle Allan 16 Braden Webb 
 
 
 
 
7:00 CONSISTORY 

17 Rudy Sinninghe 
    Logann Veldhuisen 
   *Jan & Sietske 
     Van Zwol (44th) 
 
10:00 COFFEE BREAK 

18 19 
 
 
 
 
10:00 WORSHIP 

20 Jordyn Veldhuisen 

21 
 
 
 
 
10:00 WORSHIP 
    SUNDAY SCHOOL 
    CATECHISM 

22 23 Sietske Van Zwol 24 
 
 
 
 
10:00 COFFEE BREAK 

25 26 27 

28 Caleb Koomans 
     Wyllem Kelly 
 
10:00 WORSHIP 
    SUNDAY SCHOOL 
    CATECHISM 

29 Stevie-Lee Kaemingh 30 Marie-Ann deGroot 
      William Foster 
      Morgan Redford 
      Marie Sinninghe 

    


