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Care & Share

——————————————————————————————Vision and Mission Work
of
Emo Christian Reformed Church
Vision
A vision is a clear, comprehensive picture of an organization at some point in the future. Imagine that
picture of Emo CRC as a puzzle. People usually begin by finding the four corner pieces and the straight edge
pieces first. The corner pieces are the ‘core values’ of your picture. While these values may be shared by
many different organizations they are held in place by the straight edge pieces which are your ‘bedrock
beliefs’. These are the pieces that together define the boundaries within which you operate. If that finished
picture defines your destination, where you believe God is calling you to be and what he is calling you to
look like, you have something concrete on which to base your mission.
Mission
If vision is your destination, a place that defines what you will look like at some point in the future the
mission is all about direction. Mission describes how you will get there. Someone may have a vision to
farm but not know yet what to farm. Are you better suited to dairy or poultry or cash crops or organic or……
That needs to be decided before you can begin. Ephesians 2:10 tells us that, “we are God’s handiwork, created in
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do”. So what are the ‘good works’ God is
calling Emo CRC to?
God’s People
Israel’s vision was to be God’s people in his ‘promised land’. Everyone knew that and yet Gideon’s mission
was different from David’s or Jonah’s or Jeremiah’s, etc…. Jesus’ vision was that we be one body and reflect the unity of the Trinity and that we would do so as Spirit-led people and yet all seven churches of Revelation had a slightly different way of doing that.
The trick to figuring this out is to stick with the God question. If God is truly sovereign and has brought
everyone here together for this time and in this place, (Acts 17:24-28) and we are truly his workmanship created and prepped to do the work he has already planned, we ought to pay attention to all our talents and gifts
and our assets and all that we can leverage to do the work he gives us to do. Articulating what our core values
and bedrock beliefs are are all an important part of the process of discovering God’s calling for this place.
Emo CRC’s Puzzle

The four corners are the core values that we worked on the evening of April 24.


The edges are a summary of the bedrock beliefs we worked on the evening of May 15.



The rest of the picture will be filled in with Emo CRC’s assets which we will work on the evening of June
5 using an exercise called asset mapping and the rest will come through campfire conversations this
summer as well as a community survey. Pray for a clear picture for a vision and mission that all can run
with.

Love
Respect

What I believe about God
God is Love, He is faithful and good. God is Sovereign in all things.
He is a God of Grace and forgiveness. I am his Child. He hears me.
He cares for me and is majestic and trustworthy. He is my rock.

HOW PEOPLE
EXPERIENCE
GOD

IN CREATION
IN SONG
HYMNS
PRAYER
SCRIPTURE
WORSHIP
FELLOWSHIP
Family
Workshops
Devotions
Books and
Other authors
Bible studies
Children

TOP 7
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1. GRACE
2. REDEEMER OR
SAVIOR
3. CREATOR
4. GOD IS LOVE
5. WORSHIP
6. HOPE
7. PRAYER
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Wisdom

Thankfulness

WHEN PEOPLE
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Grace

Important Symbols / images
Creation, Nature, Mountains, Grand Canyon, Sunsets/Sunrise,
Spring and new life, Rainbows, God’s hand/being hand in hand

SPARED
FROM HARM
IN HARD TIMES
ANSWERED
PRAYER
HAVING KIDS
CONVICTION OF
SIN
COMMUNITY OF
BELIEVERS
Dreams
Bible Study
Discussions
Being healed
Outdoors in creation
Death of a friend
or family member
in Loneliness

FAVORITE
PASSAGES
Phil.4:6,7
Eph. 2:8
Rom.8:38
Prov.3:5,6
Ps.46:10
Jer.29:11-13
Jn.3:16
Rom.5:8
Isa.40:31
1 Pet. 5:7
Rom.8:28
Micah 6:8

Compassion
Relationships

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Ascension Day which is on May 30th this year and Pentecost on June the 19th do not seem to get near the attention, even in the
Christian church, as Christmas and Easter. Yet, Jesus made it clear that without His going back to heaven, His mission in
coming to this earth could and would not be completed. One time He said to His disciples, “because I am going to the Father,
you are going to do even greater things than I have done.” I am sure we all may have wondered how that could be. How could
anything be greater than what Jesus accomplished on Calvary, than rising from the dead that first Easter day, plus all the other
great miracles He performed during His life on earth? On Pentecost, Jesus sent His Holy Spirit to His followers, enabling them
to speak to thousands of people about Jesus and His purpose for coming to this earth. This was the beginning of the Christian
church which, according to the latest Resonate newsletter, now has more than 2.5 billion members. Considering the billions of
Christians that have lived and died since that first day of Pentecost more than 2000 years ago, we can only imagine what it is
like when the Bible speaks about a multitude that cannot be numbered standing before the throne of God and the Lamb. So
even though it is beyond our understanding, may we take time to stand in awe because of the wonder of it all, realizing that it is
so because of what took place on that first Christmas Day in Bethlehem more than 2000 years ago.
As a congregation, we are thankful that the VBS for July is a go with enough volunteers to make it so. Knowing what is
involved in this program and the dedication needed to make it a success, we should be very thankful for all those willing to
contribute their time and effort to this event and remember to pray that what will be taught and done in that week will
especially benefit the children in a spiritual way.
May we also remember to pray for the GEMS and Cadet ministries. The GEMS had their last meeting of the season a couple
of weeks ago, ending with a mother and daughter tea which was well attended and much enjoyed. The Cadets will have their
last meeting toward the end of May but will get together for a day of fishing on June the 8th, followed by a get together at the
Veldhuisen cabin for a fish fry with their parents.
I don’t know if some of the Bible study groups are still meeting. John Sinninghe’s group had their last meeting a few weeks
ago but I am sure I am not the only one looking forward to starting up again and being thankful for John and Donna’s
leadership.
Coffee Break, which also is taking a break for the summer, continues to bring quite a few ladies together and from what I have
observed, seems to be a blessing to many women. May we be thankful for all those who keep these programs going and pray
that they will be blessed with the right enthusiasm and dedication, waiting to serve God faithfully.
Witnessing the baptism of Leni Taylor Kaemingh, daughter of Tanner & Stevie-Lee was a reason for thanksgiving. As a
congregation, we certainly are blessed with a lot of young lives; seeing all those children come to the front is a real delight.
It was good to have Laura Hickey with us on Sunday, the 12th. She has been part of our congregation for many years, starting
off as our organist at a young age, then getting involved in the African Inland Mission ministry more than 40 years ago. May
we be thankful that we were able to partner with her in a financial way and also in prayer. It was good to hear from her and the
different roles she has had in this ministry.
After a brief stay in Thunderbay where he had a stint put in, Arend Wielinga is now recuperating at home.
Remember to keep Kayle Veldhuisen in your prayers. She had been dealing with a blood clot in her leg. It cannot be fully
dealt with until the end of her pregnancy which is not for another month or so.
From the Fosters:
We want to thank you for your expression of love and support - meals, baking, playdates and especially prayers. We know we
have an army of prayer warriors within Emo CRC, our community and far beyond praying for us. Please continue to pray for
us; for strength physically, emotionally, spiritually and especially healing. So far the treatments have been kind to my body but
the daily toll of emotions is often overwhelming. We have a long road ahead and only God knows my path. God can do
amazing things and we put our trust in Him. Cheryl, Gary and kids.
Continue to pray for all those struggling with health concerns and concerns that come with aging.
I think that Jeannette Veldhuisen and Wilma Esselink deserve some recognition for responding to a request some time ago
(through CRC Communications) that resulted in “Creating a Denominational Quilt”. Seep page 28 in the April Banner for
more details.
May we remember to be thankful for those willing to let their names stand for Elders & Deacons and pray for all
Council members, especially those recently chosen.
I counted 17 couples celebrating wedding anniversaries in the month of June. Those celebrating 40 years or more are
Sid & Carrie Smid on the 2nd, Ted & Ynske Ksemingh on the 6th, John & Linda Esselink and Peter & Leona Van Heyst on the
15th, Arend & Wilma on the 23rd and Richard & Geneva Veldhuisen will be married 40 years on the 29th.
Those considered seniors celebrating a birthday in June are Linda Esselink on the 10th, Archie Wiersema on the 23rd and
Helen Cates on the 28th.
Also a very happy Father’s Day to all our dads.

Join the epic adventure that empowers kids to stand strong for God.
God’s victorious power isn’t a fairy tale, it changes kids’ lives forever!
JULY 8-12, 2019
Bible Point: When life is
unfair…God is good!
Bible Verse: “The Lord is
good, a strong refuge when
trouble comes.” (Nahum 1:7)
Bible Story: The Israelites are
slaves for the Egyptians.
(Exodus 1; 5; 6))

Bible Point: When life
Bible Point: When life is
scary…God is good!
Bible Verse: “Even when I walk
through the darkest valley, I will
not be afraid, for you are close
beside me.” (Psalm 23:4)
Bible Story: God sends
plagues on Egypt.

changes…God is good!
Bible Verse: “Give thanks to
the Lord, for he is good! His
faithful love endures forever.”
(Psalm 106:1)
Bible Story: The Israelites
enter the wilderness.
(Exodus 14-17)

(Exodus 7:14 – 12:32)

Bible Point: When life is

Bible Point: When life is

sad…God is good!

good…God is good!

Bible Verse: “The Lord is

Bible Verse: “Remember the

close to the brokenhearted.”
(Psalm 34:18)

At Roar! VBS, kids experience God’s
word in fun and unforgettable ways!

Bible Story: Jesus dies

Each day, leaders reinforce one simple

and comes back to life.

Bible truth – which makes it super easy

(John 16 – 21)

for kids to remember
and apply to their real life.

Lord, who is great and
glorious.” (Nehemiah 4:14)
Bible Story: The Israelites
build a memorial to remember
God’s goodness. (Joshua 3-4)

VBS VOLUNTEER LIST
JULY 8-12, 2019
Directors: Kim Veldhuisen and Hannah Veldhuisen
Sing & Play Roar and Safari Celebration Leader: Dale Allen
Decorating & Props: Karen Koomans
Spotlight VBS Leader: Jeannette Veldhuisen
Crew Leaders (Grade 1-6): Helen Cates, Geneva Veldhuisen, Rindy
Veldhuisen, Chantel Kelly
Preschool Crew Leaders (JK/SK): Yvonne Veldhuisen and Katy
Esselink
Nursery Crew Leader (3/4 yrs olds): Louise Vyrauen-Van Zwol and
LoriAnn Shortreed
Stampede Sports Leader: Wilma Kooistra, Elaine Mack, Jodi Klassen
Wild Bible Adventures Leader: Carmela Klug (Yvonne Veldhuisen
helping with setup)
Kid Vid Cinema Leader: Diane Veldhuisen
Kid Vid Audio/Visual Leader: Michelle Veldhuisen
Imagination Station Leader: Olive Friesen
Hungry Herd Cafe Leader: Jenna Esselink
Kitchen Helpers: Sietske Van Zwol, ________________
Youth Helpers: Darryl Kelly
Nursery: Wilma Wielinga, _____________, _____________
Preschool Bible Leader: Kaitlyn Veldhuisen
Preschool Games Leader: Kaitlyn Veldhuisen
Preschool Kid Vid Leader: Carly Veldhuisen
Preschool Craft and Play Leader: Carly Veldhuisen

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1 Ryan McInerney

4

5 Kris Esselink

7:00 COUNCIL

7:15 MISSION &
VISION MEETING

3 Bonnie Woolsey

9 *Eric & Natalie
Veldhuisen (13th)

10 Linda Esselink

12
11 Deb deGroot
Teagan White
Kassidy Shortreed
Michelle Van Beek
*Ed & Dianne
Heerema (36th)

13

14

15 Josh Boven
James Kaemingh
*John & Linda
Esselink (65th)
*Ralph & Ann
Fluit (28th)
*Peter & Leona
Van Heyst (57th)

17 *Dan & Kaylene
Agombar (2nd)

18 Eli Veldhuisen

19

20

21 Emily Kelly

22 Austin Esselink
Gerald Vansmeerdyk

28 Helen Cates
Seth Hettinga

29 Spencer Shortreed
*Rich & Geneva
Veldhuisen (40th)

10:00 WORSHIP
SUNDAY SCHOOL
CATECHISM
16 Geneva Veldhuisen

10:00 WORSHIP
SUNDAY SCHOOL
CATECHISM
23 Gerald Wieringa
Archie Wiersema
*Peter & Donna
Osadchuk (29th)
*Arend & Wilma
Wielinga (58th)
10:00 WORSHIP
SUNDAY SCHOOL
CATECHISM
30 Yvonne Veldhuisen
*Brian & Teagan
Kaemingh (1st)
10:00 WORSHIP
SUNDAY SCHOOL
CATECHISM

6 *Ted & Ynske
Kaemingh (61st)
*Mike & Carly
Veldhuisen (11)

7

2 Paul Koomans
Kerri Tolen
*Sid & Carrie
Smid (57th)
10:00 WORSHIP
SUNDAY SCHOOL
CATECHISM

8

6:00 BEAT THE
HEAT FUNDRAISER

7:00 CONSISTORY
24 Micah deGroot
*Jack & Ann
Wielinga (48th)

25 *Eltjo & Dorothy
Wiersema (54th)

26 *Jan & Annie
27 *Guy & Bev
Van Rozen (38th)
Arpin (27th)
*Tanner & Stevie-Lee
Kaemingh (4th)

