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What Now?
One the evening of June 5, a number of Emo CRC’s members gathered to consider all the assets that are part of
this church community. There were enough people to gather around 5 tables.
The evening entailed identifying all the assets that are part of our community. That info is being compiled so
that you can all see all the assets that were identified and some of the ideas regarding what we could
accomplish if we directed those assets towards any given goal.
Each table took the time to consider at least one project that Emo CRC could achieve, given all that God has
blessed us with.
One neat thing about asset mapping is that it allows us to consider doing something brand new. It pushes us to
consider how we can best use the talents God provides us with. If you stop to think about it, Jesus’ parable of
the talents is very applicable here. All the assets that are here are like those bags of gold which the master
gives and expects us to use in the kingdom work that he has given us. Needless to say, there are more things
we could do than we have the time or energy for. We have no excuse to not be busy with some project that we
could partner on with the broader community of Emo and even the Rainy River District.
But coming up with a project was not the real reason for doing ‘Asset Mapping’. The exercise was to help us
realize that we can easily invest ourselves in building the community in the name of our Lord. It also allowed us
to think more freely. Many churches get stuck on thinking about SELF …. How can we increase our
membership? How can we get our youth to be more involved? How can we address conflict? How will we
settle this or that issue? Often that sort of self concern gets expressed as a need to fix something or find a
solution to a problem. That means that the problem becomes our focus. Why do we do that? In the end those
are not the questions of the final judgement anyway. According to Matthew 25, immediately after the Parable
of The Talents, Jesus tells about the final judgement in which Jesus commends or condemns us based on how
we stepped up to help others.
The next step in the process of coming up with a vision and mission statement for Emo CRC is to use the results
of the three meetings we had to facilitate conversations re: What God is calling us to. Every member will get all
the results and a number of questions to consider to help guide conversation between friends and family. If
you would like to host such an event call myself or one of the members of the Transition Team. I am hoping
that most of the members can be part of this conversation this summer. If you can host a “campfire
conversation” that would be great. If we can get this done, I am hopeful that by early Fall we will have a vision
and mission statement that all the members can get behind.
Thanks to all who found the time to come out to at least some of the meetings to help in identifying Emo CRCs
CORE VALUES, BEDROCK BELIEFS and ASSETS. If you have not yet been able to contribute, you can do so this
summer. Please consider being part of the conversation regarding the future direction of this church.
- Pastor Kasey

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Summer is here! It always amazes me (Sietske for Gertie, who is on vacation) how everything comes to life! The
conversations of people changes to, “how is your garden/veggies and flowers?” It had a slow start. Early tomatoes got a
difficult start. There is no now no frost anymore! On the roads we see campers and boats. Everything is activated.
In the church, after Pentecost, we can be activated by the Spirit, being made alive again. In Acts it says that the church
was strengthened and encouraged by the Holy Spirit. It grew in numbers, living in the fear of the Lord. (Acts 9:31) May
our church experience the same fear of the Lord.
It was so nice to see (and hear) Pastor John and Marlene. When Pastor John came to visit Nick Schryvershof before he
and Marlene left, Nick had told Pastor John that he was sorry that Pastor John wouldn’t be here to do his funeral.
Roar Vacation Bible School will take place from July 8-12. When I see the title, I think we will have a lively VBS. It
will be a busy week but so very good. For me, it always is so energizing. Everyone is there with the same goal – to
spread the love of Jesus. Come out for the evening of the 11th and get a taste of what it’s like to be involved with VBS.
The picnic plans for July 1st are in full swing. This event will be at Caliper Lake. Games will start at 11:00 a.m. with the
lunch at 12:30.
God’s Great Outdoors will be hosting a worship service on July 7th at Northwest Bay. May this event be a blessing for all
who attend.
The Mission & Vision meetings are done with the last meeting being held on June 5.
The “Beat the Heat” fundraiser was held on June 7. The evening was well organized. Well done, Kim and helpers!!
On Sunday, June 9, we were privileged to witness the infant baptism of Max Arthur John White, son of Brian and Teagan
(Kaemingh) White.
On Friday, June 14, the Wielinga family had a celebration of life for Betty Wielinga. Betty Wielinga is remembered by
her loved ones as a very loving wife, mom and Oma. We wish the Wielinga strength from God in their loss.
Gertie Kamerman is away to take part in the celebrations of a granddaughter’s graduation and another granddaughter’s
wedding. We wish her a good time with her family and congratulations to her with these milestones.
Remember to keep Eleanor Wiersema in prayer after she broke her wrist. As of this writing, she is in the hospital in
Thunderbay waiting to have surgery.
Jasper Van Zwol has moved to 819 4th Street in Fort Frances. His cell phone number is 271-0926.
Feitze & Andrea Van Zwol’s email address is now favanzwol@gmail.com
Congratulations to all those who have graduated from elementary school, high school, college or university. If you are a
graduate, could you please let Gertie Kamerman or Jeannette Veldhuisen know so we can list all the graduates in our next
newsletter.
Birthdays and anniversaries for the month of July:
Starting with the birthdays, we wish everyone a joyful day and that there be more blessed years to come. Our seniors
celebrating birthdays are Dove Stahn on the 17th, Jack Wielinga on the 18th and Carrie Smid on the 29th.
There are quite a few anniversaries this month. Archie & Eleanor are the only ones to celebrate over 40 years together.
Their anniversary is on July 16th. May each one celebrating an anniversary this month have a day full of happy memories.
Happy anniversary to you!
**There will be no Care & Share newsletter for August. Please find the August birthday calendar on the other side of the
July birthday calendar. Any letters from missionaries which come before September will be emailed to you or printed and
put in your mailbox.

MEMORIAM – NICK SCHRYVERSHOF:
2 Timothy 4:7:
I have fought the good fight. I have finished the race. I have kept the faith.
Nick passed away on June the 5th, in the early hours. We all knew Nick as a man who was strong in his faith. He had a
good sense of humour. You never knew what was going to come from him. He could tell a funny story without giving it
away. When Hilda and I were talking “Gronings” (dialect spoken in the province of Groningen in the Netherlands), he
called that “Koeterwaals” (crazy talk).
Remembrance Day was always a difficult time for him. His time in Indonesia was not a picnic. Through all this, he
became a man with a love for the Lord.
Nick and Hilda had an open door policy. Gertie remembers her family tremendously enjoying visits with the
Schryvershof family which were always a highlight for them.
Numerous hours were spent doing church work. He was a cornerstone in the Emo CRC. And yet, he was a very humble
man. He did it all out of love. He did much more than we realize. Even in the last years he was very willing to give
advice when asked for it. He gave so much.
May the Lord give Hilda and her family the power and strength they will be in need of, in this loss.
I often stood
and watched Nick
plant his garden.
Like a boy in a dirt pile
he dug valleys,
made them rivers;
built mountains
pushed them flat.
With those earth moving hands
he set a year in motion
burying seeds
to harvest
a bushel of life.
He’s done this so often
in faith, that he’ll pick
the fruit in its season.
Lord, grant him
an eternity of summers,
to work with You
in the garden of heaven.
-----------------------------------------------------------------We would like to thank everyone for their kindness, for phone calls, visits, flowers, meals and donations,
for comforting words and hugs and for attending Nick’s memorial service. Also thank you for your visits
while Nick was in long term care in the Emo hospital for the past 2 ½ years. The Schryvershof family

Dear friends at Emo CRC:
It was so good to be in Emo & see many of you. Thanks for the opportunity of sharing a little in your
church. Thanks too for the support sent to AIM for me. The rest of my travels went very well and I
returned home to Saskatchewan on May 31st. May God bless & keep you in his plan for you there.
Gratefully, Laura Hickey

Ramsey Reflections
June 2019

Face to Face Heart Level Talks
Of all the activities we utilize while reaching
out to internationals, the one we like most
is meeting with them face to face, asking
questions and sharing the reason for the
hope we have. This also happens at some
weekly L.I.F.E. group meetings, but one on
one allows us to go much deeper. Currently
most of these meetings are with Chinese
scholars, many of whom never seriously
considered the existence of God prior to
coming to the States. Last week it was
encouraging to hear one such scholar say
that after hearing testimonies and being
with believers, he really thinks there
probably is a God. This may sound like very
little, but when you compare that to his
core beliefs only months ago, you realize
what a drastic shift has happened in his
world view. When someone like this asks to
hear your own story of how you met God, it
is a privilege to share it and bring them a
little further along in knowing what God is
like, and what He desires from us. Please
join us in praying for numerous
opportunities to share spiritual truths as we
interact in many different contexts.

Women's Bible study
For the past month or so, Cheryl has been
working through a Bible study with a small
group of Chinese ladies. One of them
recently was baptized and this form of
study is a great method that she could also

use upon her return to China. Please pray
that God's Spirit would break through long
held beliefs and find an open door in the
hearts of these ladies.

Second cultural revolution
Every week we read articles about the crack
down on all religion in China. It sounds very
similar to what occurred in the "Cultural
Revolution" decades ago and now genuine
persecution and loss of religious freedom is
taking place. This is a very serious
development for the 1.4 billion people in
China even if few are aware of it. Now more
than in past decades, Christians may pay a
high price for their faith. Please pray with us
that this will back fire and cause even more
interest in spiritual truths as a result of
seeing such opposition to it.

Welcome events

Furniture Sale

Welcome Dinner

Our team is already working hard to
prepare for two welcome events in August:
a furniture sale on the 17th and a welcome
dinner on the 24th. From mid-July through
mid-October the activity is a bit
overwhelming as we seek to engage with
students early in the school year. Please join
us in praying for the execution of these
events and for adequate energy for those
involved.

Need for Volunteers
There is a pretty desperate need for many
volunteers to join in the above mentioned
activities, as well as for the ongoing L.I.F.E.
group. Please pray for us to meet and
connect with believers who have a vision
and time to work alongside us, and who are
able to meet with students individually as
well as have active participation in our
weekly meetings.

Vacation Needed!
Recently we taught a L.I.F.E. group lesson
on "vacations" as we knew many were
planning them for this summer. It was
surprising to learn how important vacations
are, and the much higher risk of heart
related health issues if they aren't taken
from time to time. We realize that we've
not practiced this helpful ritual very well

Dale and Cheryl Ramsey
3690 Coy Hill Road
Rising Sun, IN 47040
Dale cell: 513-655-5756
Cheryl cell: 513-655-5842
E-mail:
dale.ramsey@juno.com
overcomer@speedymail.org

over the years and hope to take some time
off before the middle of August to be
refreshed. In fact, without some of this, it is
very doubtful that at least Dale is going to
have the where-with-all to handle the rest
of the year. Would you please pray that
we'll find deep and restorative refreshment
during the coming weeks and recover from
some degree of burn-out?

Thankful for you
With immigration laws, trade wars, and
international tensions, it appears that the
number of internationals coming to the US
is, and will likely continue, decreasing.
Hence, we feel that international student
ministry is still very strategic and now
perhaps more than ever. So, while they still
desire and are able to come here we are
very grateful for those who so faithfully and
generously partner with us, allowing us to
continue reaching out to students and
scholars from some of the darkest places in
the world. Thanks so much for praying and
giving! Please join us in praying that support
will be adequate to continue as long as God
desires us to remain engaged.
In His hands,
Dale and Cheryl

For donations in the US:
International Friendships
Inc.
PO Box 933319
Cleveland OH 44193
614-294-2434
https://www.ifipartners.org/
dale-cheryl-ramsey/

For donations in Canada:
ACCI
89 Auriga
Nepean, ON K2E 7Z2
www.adventive.ca

July 2019
Sun

Mon
1 John Hettinga
Meagan Woolsey
JULY 1st PICNIC

Tue

Wed

2 Wayne Kooistra
3 Kayla Stang
*Matt & Kim
*Wayne & Wilma
Veldhuisen (15th)
Kooistra (24th)

Thu
4 *Dirk & Susan
Crans (4th)
*Kris & Katy
Esselink (10th)

Fri
5 *Darryl & Jessica
Marissen (5th)
*Albert & Carolyn
Strydhorst (33rd)

Sat
6

7:00 COUNCIL
7

8 *Dan & Alyssa
Hettinga (13th)

10:00 WORSHIP @
NORTHWEST BAY

9:00-NOON ROAR VBS

14 Willeke Van Zwol

15

10:00 WORSHIP
21

9 Alex Veldhuisen

10 Jenelle Kaemingh

16 *Archie & Eleanor 17 Dove Stahn
18 Jack Wielinga
Wiersema (53rd)
Griffin Veldhuisen

10:00 WORSHIP

19 *John & Grace
Hettinga (39th)

20 Kathy Kaemingh

26 Isabelle Foster

27

7:00 CONSISTORY
22

23

29 Carrie Smid
*Lucas & Alyssa
Koomans (2nd)

30 *Peter & Yvonne 31
Veldhuisen (25th)

24 Turner Redford

10:00 WORSHIP
28 Reta Dykstra
Caleb Esselink

11 Arnold T Kaemingh 12 Gerald Veldhuisen 13 Cole deGroot
*John & Donna
Teagan deGroot
Sinninghe (39th)
7:00 ROAR VBS
CLOSING PROGRAM

25

A UGUST 2019
Sun

4 Kasey Vanderveen
*Warren & Bonnie
Toles (34th)

Mon

5 *James & Holly
Kaemingh (2nd)

10:00 WORSHIP
11 *Paul & Karen
Koomans (30th)

Tue

6 John Esselink jnr.
Jacqui Hunsperger
*Jack & Wilma
Esselink (37th)

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1 Theodore Esselink 2 *Colin & Michelle
*Theo & MarieAnn
Van Beek (5th)
deGroot (38th)

3 Klyde Laplante
Jeannette Veldhuisen

7

8 Lauren Esselink
*Fred & Cathie
Sinninghe (27th)

10

9 Betty Esselink
*John Laplante &
Kerri Tolen (22nd)

7:00 COUNCIL
12 Emma Dykstra

13 Sam Esselink

14 *Arnold & Carol
Kaemingh (37th)

15 Leona Van Heyst 16 Bridget Beck
Natalie Veldhuisen
*Marcus & Jenelle
Veldhuisen (4th)

17

19 Warren Toles

20 Mika Kooistra
Mark Van Heyst

21 Dirk Crans

22 *Luke & Marissa
Esselink (4th)
*Colin & Emma
Kaemingh (5th)

23 Gary Esselink
Cindy Kaemingh

24

28 *Elmer & Helen
Cates (48th)

29

30

31 Jenna Esselink

10:00 WORSHIP
18 Avis Kaemingh
Peter Osadchuk
Fred Sinninghe
10:00 WORSHIP
25 Dan Agombar

10:00 WORSHIP

7:00 CONSISTORY
26 Hazel Van der Kroef 27 Jesse Esselink

