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Care & Share
Transitional Ministry Update
The Pastor Church Relations Committee of the CRCNA have a list of 14 areas of ministry and church life to help church leaders
identiff which areas of church to specifically focus on during the time of transition between pastors. Since it is unrealistic to think
that a Transitional Minister can address every area of need within twelve to twenty-four months, the leaders are asked to choose
what they think are the six most important areas of ministry or need to be addressed. Last Augusf the leadership of Emo CRC
prioritized the top six areas for me to address. The last two on the list below received the same number of votes so it was decided
that we would aim at trying them both.
1.

MAINTAIN TTM REGULAR MINISTRY OF THE CHIIRCH

Goal:

The ministries and progrcms already underway are effectively continued, or revised/re-created,

if

needed.

2. STRENGTHEN TI{E LEADERSHIP BASE OF THE CONGREGATION
Goal:
To assess the leadership strengths and growth areas and intentionally focus on areas ofleadership and
skills needed to strengthen the leadership base ofthe congregation.
3. RESOLVE CONFLICTS

Goal:

INVOLVING PEOPLE OR ISSUES

Developing effective conflict management skills and processes.

4. EMPIIASIZE FELLOWSHIP AND RECONCILIATION
Goal:
To promote and emphasize authentic fellowship, and to foster honest and graceful conversations that
serve to strengthen the Body of Christ.
5.

MAINTAIN T}IE REGULAR PASTORAL MINISTRY
Goal: Ensure that ministry to the members of the congregation, including preaching and pastoral care, continue
to be a priority.

6.

A) CLARIFY THE MISSION OF TI# CHURCH
Clariff the identity of the Church community and God's calling on it for its future direction.
Goal:
B) INCREASE THE POTENTI.AL FOR T}IE NEXT PASTOR'S MINISTRY
Specifically focus on preparing the way for the next pastor and taking time to deal with issues that will
Goal:
distract the next pastor's focus on ministry.

The regular ministries of the church are being maintained by the members of Emo CRC and there really was not much to do there
but watch you all do your thing to keep those programs up and running. New members have joined the Fellowship Committee and
they continue to work on organizing events for fun and fellowship. The Worship and Education Committees are also continuing

their work.
We began last Fall working on developing effective conflict management skills and processes. The conflict workshops were
conducted into the new year. In June we did 3 workshops on Vision and Mission development and hope to have several more in
late SepVearly Oct to finish that work. AIso this Fall, we will be asking that the Small Groups do a study from our denomination
called, "Effective Leadership in the Church". We are also planning some workshops for Elders and Deacons.

A bunch of work has also been done around the parsonage to make the home and property even more appealing than it already was/
is. All of these things, work with committees, preaching, workshops on conflict resolution skills and leadership development and
creating a specific vision and mission statement and even yard work are things that contribute to increasing the potential for the
next pastor's ministry.
While all of these things are great things to do, their success and effectiveness all require hearts and minds dedicated to being like
Jesus. That of course is the best thing any church can do for its pastors. That is essentially the work of a pastor. Its always about
pointing to Jesus Christ our Lord and His example. Such transformation demands a prayer life that takes communication with God
and attention to the leading of the Holy Spirit seriously. That of course requires our surrender which is the hardest part of the work.
May you continue to sense the love of God tugging on your heart's and hearing his still small voice as you follow him and consider
the kind of pastor that God has in mind for you. Ultimately the best way of preparing for the arrival of the next pastor is the work
that needs doing in our own hearts including my heart and the heart of the pastor God has chosen.
"Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. ... The grace
our Lord Jesus Christ be with you." 1 Thess 5.
Pastor Kasey

of

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
With school starting again, I thought an article in the Christian Courier by Bob Bruinsma (who taught elementary
language arts to student teachers in King’s university and is a regular contributor to Christian Courier), worth passing on.
He said there are 171,476 currently used words in the most recent edition of the Oxford English Dictionary. Only 50
different words account for the 50% of all the words regularly used and a hundred account for the 60% used in every day
speech. A relatively fluent English speaker knows between 20,000 to 35,000 words and children starting school may
know between 3000 to 10000 words depending how parents speak with their children and the number of books read to
them which will greatly determine how well they do in school. He ends this writing with the heading, The Most Important
Word of All. There are many fascinating facts about the English language and its tens of thousands of words. There is,
however, one English word that is more important than all the others; that word is used between 514 and 810 times in the
Bible, depending on the version. The apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 12 tells us, “and now these three remain: faith, hope
and love but the greatest is love.”
V.B.S. in the beginning of July again was a lively week. Attendance was a bit disappointing but a similar program was
happening in our area that week as well. I heard of another church in this district which also had a rather poor attendance
for the same reason. We should be thankful for those who value these programs and are willing to organize them. May it
continue to be so, relying on God’s blessings on every effort we make in serving Him.
Though I missed the July 1st picnic, I was told it was a good day. Having Pastor Veltman and some of his children there
added something special to the day.
God’s Great Outdoors’ church service on July the 7th at Northwest Bay Naicatchwenin First Nation was again something
special. We were reminded in Pastor Kasey’s message that God chooses many people from different races for His plans
in this world. The “all you can eat” walleye was also much appreciated.
Having Albert & Carolyn Strydhorst with us one Sunday with Albert leading the church service was, as always, much
appreciated.
Also much appreciated were Mark and Nancy Vanderwees who gave us an update on their ministry in Nicaragua with
World Renew. For them, this will soon come to an end as they will be moving back to Canada.
On Sunday, July 14, we witnessed the infant baptism of Myra Jane, daughter of Colin & Emma Kaemingh, which as
always, is a bright addition to any church service.
Congratulations to Dan & Kayle Veldhuisen and grandparents Gerald & Diane, with the birth of Reid Daniel. May we
remember to pray often for all the children in our congregation.
Congratulations to Hilda Schryvershof with the birth of a great grandson, Quinn Robert Heine, a little boy for Becca
(Tina’s daughter) and Johannes Heine of London, England.
Congratulations to Harrold & Gertie Boven who became grandparents on the 1st of August with the birth of a not so little
baby boy, Alec Matthew, born to Mark & Alicia Gaffney. May God bless this young family.
A heartfelt thank you to Carolyn Stang. Carolyn has reorganized all the books in our church library. It was a time
consuming job, taking many hours. If you like to read, it is now very easy to find yourself a book. Carolyn also keeps us
all updated when there are new books. We wish everyone happy reading!
Thank you, Carolyn
Some of you must have read the story in the Fort Frances Times about the young aboriginal man who became a
professional barber doing haircuts for some high profile men including Winnipeg Jets and Blue Bombers players, etc. I
would have liked to see more attention given to the part Liz Vanderveen had in this story as she had him as a student
when she was an instructor of a hair styling program in Winnipeg and recognized his talent, encouraging him to stay with
it when he wanted to quit; quite impressive, I thought.
Please note that Henry & Thea Kaemingh have a new email address: htkamingh@gmail.com (no “e” in kamingh).

A thank you should go to Sietske Van Zwol who made a big effort to gather information about all those students who
graduated from Grade 8 & 12 this year and their plans for the upcoming school year – where they will be going and giving
us their addresses, email addresses, etc.
Jackson Arpin graduated from grade 12 at RRHS. He is planning to play hockey for the Winkler Flyers in the MJHL.
Skylar Arpin is going into her second year of medical school at the Northern Ontario School of Medicine. Her email
address is: sparpin@lakeheadu.ca.
Jared Bethune will be attending Queen’s University in Kingston as a second year undergraduate in Global Development
and maybe Indigenous Studies and Pre-law. His address is Unit 6, 271 Earl Street, Kingston, Ontario K7L 2H9.
Nicole Boven is going to University of Manitoba this fall to continue studying for her university degree.
Jarvis Esselink has graduated from grade 12 and plans to work for a while and may go back to school later on.
Derek Kaemingh is finishing his Bachelor of Math this coming year at Lakehead University and then hopes to further his
education to become a high school math teacher.
Janelle Kaemingh graduated from Olds College with an Equine Science Degree.
Caleb Heerema is in his 2nd year at Trinity School of Medicine in St Vincent.
Caleb Koomans will be entering his fourth and last year in the Mechanical Engineering program at Dordt University. His
address at Dordt University is Box 3066, Dordt University, Sioux Center Iowa 51250
Email: calebkoomans@gmail.com
Jenna Mack is in her 3rd year of the Nursing Program at Dordt University. Her address is: Dordt University, DC3522
498 4th Ave. NE, Sioux Center, IA 51250
Maddy Redford graduated from Grade 12 at SCAP. She plans to work for a year and then hopefully attend university in
Toronto for Sports Media.
Bethany Sinninghe is in her third year of six at the University of Winnipeg. Her goal is to become a high school physical
education teacher/coach.
Kayla Stang will be going into year 4 for her Degree in Agriculture (Agronomy) with a Minor in Soil Sciences (year 5 of
university) at the University of Manitoba. Her address is 804 Silverstone Avenue, Winnipeg, MB R3T 2W6
Hannah Veldhuisen is a senior at Dordt University (700 7th St NE, Sioux Center, IA 51250). Her major is Elementary
Education and she is minoring in Middle School science and language arts. Hannah will be taking classes for the last time
this semester and student teaching in the spring. Her mailbox number at Dordt is 2940.
Meghan Woolsey is in her fourth year at Redeemer College, planning on graduating with a Psychology Honour’s Degree
in June of next year. Her address is 66 Hepworth Crescent, Ancaster, ON L9K 0C4. Her email address is:
meghanwoolsey@gmail.com.
Best wishes to all celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this month. May it be a day with special blessings.
Seniors celebrating birthdays are Ralph Fluit on the 12th, Karel Vos on the 17th, Arend Wielinga on the 28th and
John Ploegman on the 29th.
If my information is correct, Dwight & Carolyn Stang will join those who have celebrated the 40 or more wedding
anniversaries on the 29th.

From the Dorcas Society:
Our Dorcas Vice Presiden (Sietske) thought it would be fitting to put something in this
Care & Share newsletter about the Dorcas Society, as we too begin a new season of
meetings.
Our two month summer break is over and on September 9th at 9:45 a.m., the Dorcas
ladies will meet at the home of Wilma Wielinga.
For anyone who is not familiar with the "Dorcas" ladies` group, our purpose is to raise
funds for missions. We have been doing this for 50 plus years now. The first years we
focused mainly on Africa, but now we support both overseas and home missions.
Our group has never been large, so we still meet in turns at members' homes, usually on
the first Monday morning of the month, unless it falls on a long weekend.
Our funds are raised from an annual Harvest Supper, from preparing and serving after a
funeral when asked, and helping at the spring Pancake Breakfast. Semi-annually, we
provide and serve desserts at a Congregational Meeting, for which we receive a
donation. At our December meeting, we pass a donation basket around. With the
money collected, we then have a shopping spree from one of our gift catalogues
(usually the World Renew one). Another way of adding to our funds each month is by
our $1 dues and if we don't have a roll call text, we add another 50 cents. We feel at
times that we are often asking for money but it’s all just a fun way of raising funds for a
worthy cause and from time to time, the rest of the congregation takes part as well.
For years we've been writing letters to the missionaries overseas, whom our church
supported on a regular basis. This number is down now due to missionaries retiring or
having to move back to North America for other reasons.
Why do we call ourselves "Dorcas"? In the Bible, we read of a woman called Dorcas,
who was a female disciple of Joppa. She did many good works to help the poor, one of
which we read was to sew clothes for them.
I must also mention that we have a very supportive church community. Quite often,
when we need extra helping hands to prepare for a bigger function, our call goes out
and you are there to help. Thank you so much!!
Hopefully, this account gives you a bit of insight on what we are about and it may help
you to decide on taking us up on our invitation to meet with us when you can. Should
the group get too large to meet in the homes, we can always arrange to meet at
church.

Submitted by Wilma Wielinga

God's Great Outdoors would like to thank the many volunteers and all who participated to make the July service and fish
fry at Northwest Bay another success.
********************************************************
An email was received from World Renew:
Dear Emo CRC
We are thankful for your church's partnership with World Renew to renew hope, reconcile lives, and restore creation for
communities around the world. Please include the following announcement in your bulletin to extend our appreciation to
your congregation.
To the congregation of Emo CRC: We are grateful for your donations of $2,397.00 for World Renew programs received
from April to June 2019. Your gifts are making a difference through Canadian Foodgrains Bank and projects in
Nicaragua. Every day, World Renew bears witness to God’s love at work among people who live in poverty, as hope and
grace overcome fear and despair. Thank you for your commitment to the ongoing work of transformation, to which we are
all called. To learn more about how you can continue to partner with World Renew to change the story, visit
worldrenew.net, and please get and use our latest prayer updates at worldrenew.net/pray.
Blessings, Chris Orme
*********************************************************
An email was received from Resonate Global Mission:
Dear Congregation:
I want to thank you for your generous gifts!
In Matthew 28, Jesus says: “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you
always, to the very end of the age.” That’s the mission you’re part of when you give to missionaries, church planters, and
ministry leaders around the world. Thank you for journeying with them as they serve God both around the corner and
around the world.
You are helping to make disciples of all nations! You are equipping people around the globe with the tools they need to go
forward and tackle new opportunities for ministry. You are joining in God’s mission to proclaim the gospel—and
Resonate ministry leaders see people accept Jesus as Lord and Savior every day! That’s the impact your gift to Resonate
has—people’s lives have been changed because of you.
You are investing in the global church—you are investing in the future of God’s kingdom. Thank you for your partnership.
In Christ, Zachary King, Director
*********************************************************
From The King’s University:
Dutch Immigrant Oral History Interviews
The Gerry Segger Heritage Collection (GSHC) at The King’s University is seeking those who immigrated from the
Netherlands to Western Canada (BC, AB, SK, and MB) from 1945-1960 for oral history interviews. If you would like to
participate please contact the GSHC at 780-465-8320 or elyseabma@uvic.ca.

PARTNERING IN MISSION
TIMOTHY LEADERSHIP TRAINING PROGRAM
CALVIN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
RESONATE GLOBAL MISSION
June 2019

Albert and Carolyn Strydhorst
1941 Keyhill Ave SE, Grand Rapids, MI; 49546
astrydhorst@crcna.org

Dear Friends,
Every once in a while, Timothy Leadership Training takes place exactly like it’s supposed to! Here’s what
happened in Liberia:
In February 2016, I visited with the leadership of
a ministry called Peace on Earth International
Evangelistic Association of Liberia (POEIEAL).
We met on the campus of Monrovia Bible
College (MBC), where many Liberian pastors are
trained. The leaders of POEIEAL and MBC said,
“We need TLT training for our pastors and
students.”
By December 2016, we signed a Partnership
Agreement to hold 6 training events in the next
two and a half years at Monrovia Bible College. We arranged with Resonate
Global Mission (formerly Christian Reformed World Missions) in the neighboring country of Sierra Leone to
provide an experienced TLT teacher for these 6 events. They agreed to send Rev. Istifanus Bahago, a Nigerian
missionary living in Sierra Leone – and my good friend and colleague from our years in West Africa.
By the end of 2017, twenty-three church leaders had
completed 3 TLT trainings in Monrovia. Many were now using
TLT material in their general church roles of teaching and
preaching, while one of them, Rev. Solomon O. Davis,
initiated 2 new training groups in Monrovia and Buchanan.
In the
summers
of 2017
and
2018,
two
Calvin Seminary students (Richard Britton III and Joshua
H.) did their ministry internships in Liberia and Sierra
Leone, teaching TLT and being mentored by Pastor
Bahago. Joshua H. is a Seminary student from China, and
Liberian church leaders said to him, “We’ve never met a
Chinese Christian before; are there many of you?”

Already by the end of 2017, it had become clear that TLT was needed in the Bassa language. The Bassa people
are the second largest ethnic group in Liberia, and heavily populate the Monrovia and Buchanan areas along
the coast. So in 2018, with support from Verre Naasten, a mission partner from the Netherlands, the TLT
material was translated, quality-reviewed, and formatted for use.
On Feb 27, 2019, sixteen people
graduated as Advanced Trainers
on the campus of Monrovia Bible
College, having completed the
full TLT program. One of the
graduates, Dr. Emmanuel O.
Johnson, had already introduced
TLT into Day Spring Bible College
in Kakata, 50 miles north-east of
Monrovia, where he serves as
President. Last month he
wrote, “I have considered being
a part of the Timothy
Leadership Training Program
not only as a student who has graduated, but as (someone) to serve in training more people. (TLT) is
helping this generation to become useful church workers… As a Bible college president in Liberia, I will
ensure that TLT be a part of our short term course curriculum (and) even beyond our campus border.”
And the Bassa translation that was completed at the end of 2018? Two months after his graduation with the
Monrovia group, Pastor Jarius Gbayankah started a new group in Lower Buchanan in the Bassa language.
Fifty-four people from a denomination known as the Gospel League Church attended the 3 days of training on
pastoral care called “Caring for God’s People”. Pst. Jarius wrote, “I want to let you know that TLT has become
enlightenment for the Gospel League Church, a predominately tribal church in Liberia that has suffered poor
leadership through it is history. Participants have said that (the TLT manual) “Caring for God’s People” will
be their Sunday school material through all of their churches. I am glad to be a part of their story.”
I’m amazed to see the network of mission organizations and churches that contributed over the past 3 years to get TLT
going and growing in Liberia: Peace on Earth International Evangelistic Association, Monrovia Bible College, Resonate
Global Mission, Calvin Seminary, Verre
Naasten, Day Spring Bible College, and Gospel
Carolyn and I traveled to
League Church. Wow! And your contribution
the Netherlands in April
is here too – with your faithful support of
for meetings with our
Timothy Leadership Training and my role as
Dutch mission partner,
the Director of the TLT international program.
Verre Naasten. Over the
next two years, we plan to
We’re so grateful for your partnership in
jointly develop a new TLT
ministry!
manual tentatively called
“Fear Not: A Christian
With Our Love,
Attitude to Spiritual
Albert and Carolyn Strydhorst
Powers.” I’m part of a
team of writers from 6
countries on this project.

August 21, 2019
Dear friends,
On June 10, Caleb & Alixx Jansen were married in a beautiful ceremony along the Bow River in Calgary,
Alberta. We are so thankful to God for adding a beautiful (inside and out) daughter to our family. Caleb &
Alixx are living in Calgary, where they both will be entering their third year of university studies and
working part time as swim instructors/lifeguards. Caleb is in the Bachelor of Science - Biology (with a
focus in Kinesiology) program at Ambrose University and Alixx is in the Bachelor of Communication Public Relations program at Mount Royal University. Please join us in praying for them as they begin their
journey as a married couple.

For more wedding photos, click on one of these three links:
Google Drive
Dropbox
Facebook album (which includes a few descriptions)
All three links have the same photos; I included all three, in case one is easier for you to access.
Kudos to our niece, Liv Hettinga (Liv Hettinga Photography), for an excellent job of capturing these
special moments on camera.

Jesse is also attending Mount Royal University and will be entering his second year in the Bachelor of
Arts - Criminal Justice program. He has been enjoying university life and the new friendships he’s made.

Speaking of weddings, Justin and I celebrated our 25th wedding anniversary on August 6. We are so
grateful for 25 amazing and adventurous years together.

God’s love and the ministries of Wycliffe Bible Translators and SIL are deeply intertwined. Check out this
two-minute video, God’s Love - An Open Book, to discover how opening books (through Bible translation,
literacy and related work) is foundational to the transformation of the minority people we serve. Millions of
people in minority language communities still do not have God’s love letter in their language. This is why
we are passionate about being a part of Wycliffe and SIL*. (SIL is the main field partner of Wycliffe Bible
Translators.)
June - September Comings & Goings:
● June 29 - July 4: Justin & I attended the SIL Brazil retreat.
● July 15 - 31: Camping/road trip to Montana, Wyoming, Idaho and BC. Justin & I thoroughly
enjoyed exploring new places, God’s spectacular creation, warm summer weather, biking, hiking,
swimming in beautiful lakes, and visiting dear friends along the way. Therapy to our souls.
● August 11 - 17: Justin & I attended the SIL Mexico Branch conference.
● August 28 - September 1: Justin will attend Brazil’s first major Bible translation conference. The
purpose of it is to increase the involvement of the Brazilian church in Bible translation. Pray for
much fruit.
● September 11 - 14: Justin will meet with several of his team in Dallas.
● September 22 - October 2: Justin’s team will be together in Peru for a team retreat, as well as to
meet with local partners.
As we continue in this ministry, we trust God to supply our financial needs through churches and
individuals who wish to partner with us. We are currently lacking about $370/month to reach 100% of
the ministry budget that Wycliffe Canada has set for us. If you would like to help meet this need,
please see the donation information below.
As always, we are grateful for the many roles you play in our lives with your friendship, encouragement,
prayer, financial support, and in many other ways.
Serving together,
Justin & Tammy Hettinga
*SIL is a faith-based nonprofit organization committed to serving language communities worldwide, building their
capacity for sustainable language development by means of research, translation, training and materials
development.

__________________________________________________________________________________
Justin & Tammy Hettinga
justin_hettinga@wycliffe.ca
tammy_hettinga@wycliffe.ca
www.hettinga.ca

Wycliffe Bible Translators of Canada
4316 - 10 St NE, Calgary AB T2E 6K3
800-463-1143 / 403-250-5411
wycliffe.ca

If you would like to make a one-time donation or recurring monthly donations, visit www.hettinga.ca, type
in the amount and click “Give Now.” For pre-authorized giving from your bank account, simply fill out and
submit this “Pre-authorized Monthly Debit Agreement” form. To donate by credit card over the phone,
please call 1-800-463-1143 (9am-4pm Mountain time) and ask for the Receipts Department. To donate by
mail, please make cheque(s) payable to Wycliffe Canada and mail to the Wycliffe address above. (Please
include a separate note that states “for the work of Justin & Tammy Hettinga.” If you have any issues with
this, please do not hesitate to ask for our assistance.

S EPTEMBER 2019
Sun
1 *Karel & Donna
Vos (46th)

Mon
2 Brantley Kelly

Sat

6 Gertie Boven

7 Adalyn Foster
Colleen Wieringa

7:00 GOD’S GREAT
OUTDOORS
12 Ralph Fluit

13

14 Harrold Boven
Levi Hettinga
Kaity Veldhuisen

17 Karel Vos

18

19 Rhyan Veldhuisen

20

21 Emily Esselink
Dianne Heerema

CLASSIS

CLASSIS

COFFEE BREAK
9:30 Breakfast
10:00 Program

23 *Ed & Reta
Dykstra (24th)

24

25 John Laplante
Nicholas Veldhuisen
Tianna Veldhuisen

26

27 Abbi Crans
Holly Kaemingh
*Feitze & Andrea
Van Zwol (5th)

28 Arend Wielinga
*Harrold & Gertie
Boven (34th)

7:00 CONSISTORY

10:00 COFFEE BREAK

10:00 WORSHIP
SUNDAY SCHOOL
LINGER LUNCH

9:45 DORCAS
16 *Jake & Jenna
Esselink (8th)

10:00 WORSHIP
SUNDAY SCHOOL
30
29 John Ploegman
*Dwight & Carolyn
Stang (40th)

10:00 WORSHIP
SUNDAY SCHOOL

5 Darryl Marissen

Fri

11 Kaylene Agombar

9 Dan Mack

22

4 Ashley Esselink
Jasper Van Zwol
Ben Wielinga
*Chris & Tammy
Wielinga (19th)

Thu

10

8 Aubrey Van Beek

10:00 WORSHIP
SUNDAY SCHOOL

3

Wed

7:00 COUNCIL

10:00 WORSHIP

15

Tue

