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A New Year's Prayer 
 

Dear Lord, 
Please give me… 
A few friends who understand me 
 and remain my friends; 
A work to do which has real value, 
 without which the world would 
 be the poorer; 
A mind unafraid to travel, even 
 though the trail be not blazed; 
An understanding heart; 
A sense of humour; 
Time for quiet, silent mediation; 
A feeling of the presence of God; 
The patience to wait for the  
 coming of these things, 
With the wisdom to recognize 
 them when they come. 
    Amen 
     (Anonymous) 
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EMO’S FAVORITE GOSPEL PASSAGES 
	
17	-	CHRISTMAS	STORIES	

9	-	The	Birth	of	Jesus	
5	-	The	Angels	Appearing	to	the	Shepherds	

The	Wise	men		 	
Mary’s	Song	
Mary	Visits	Elizabeth	

	
16	-	JESUS’	TEACHINGS	

8	-	the	Samaritan	Woman	at	the	Well		
3	-	Little	Children	and	Jesus	

The	Great	Commission		
Sermon	on	the	Mount	
The	Rich	Young	Ruler	
Lamp	on	a	stand	
For	God	so	loved	the	world	

	
14	-	MIRACLES	OF	JESUS	

5	-	the	Feeding	of	the	5000	
2	-	the	first	four	disciples	becoming	Fishers	of	Men	
2	-		Zacchaeus		

Turning	Water	into	wine	
Walking	on	Water	 	
Jesus	Calms	the	Storm	
Casting	out	a	‘Legion’	of	Demons	 	 	
Healing	the	Lepers	

	
6	-	PARABLES	OF	JESUS		

2	-	chose	the	story	of	The	Wedding	Banquet	 	 	 	
Parable	of	the	10	virgins	
Parable	of	the	Mustard	Seed	
Parable	of	the	Sower	 	 	
Patient	judge	and	widow	

	
4	-	EVENTS	IN	JESUS’	LIFE	

Jesus	in	the	Temple	at	12	years	old	
Triumphal	Entry	
I	will	not	eat	it	again	until	it	finds	fulfillment		

in	the	kingdom	of	God	
Rising	from	the	Dead	

Favorite Bible Verses at Emo CRC 
 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Ps.	139	
	
Mic.6:8	
	
Matt.	6:33	
	
Matt.11:28	
	
Matt.22:37	
	
Matt.28:19	
	
Jn.10:10	
	
Rom.	8:28	
	
Rom.	10:9	
	
Rom.	12:2	
	
Gal.	5:22	
	
Phil.	4:13	
	
Heb.	13:5	
	
	
	

Phil.	4:6,7	 16xs	
	

	
Eph.	2:8	 14xs	
	
	
Rom.8:38	 12xs	
	
	
Prov.	3:5,6	 11xs	
	
	
Ps.	46:10	 9xs	
	
	
Jer.	29:11-13	 7xs	
	
	
Jn.	3:16	 7xs	
	
	
Rom.5:8	 6xs	
	
	
Isa.	40:31	 6xs	
	
	
1	Pet.	5:7	 4xs	
	



From World Renew: 

Dear friends at Emo CRC, 
The holidays are upon us and I hope that you as a church family are finding joy, excitement, and delight in this time of 
expectation and celebration. What a wonderful time to be reminded of what Christ has done for us! We are indeed 
blessed to be a blessing, and your congregation has exemplified that through your support of Nicaragua. 
Thank you!  
God bless and Merry Christmas!  
Naomi Bula 
Global Engagement Opportunities 
World Renew 
 
                                                             

From the Dorcas Society: 
 
The Dorcas ladies want to let you know that in November, the congregation helped us raise enough funds to free three 
families from poverty.  This World Renew program provides a one year gift of $324 per family.  Please read about this 
below. *  
We were also able to pay our annual sponsorship for a Columbian student, and give Tianna Veldhuisen some financial 
help towards her mission trip and work as a nurse in Tanzania, Africa.   
At our December meeting donations for our annual shopping spree enabled us to donate $100 to the “Loaves and Fishes” 
program put on by the New Beginnings Church, $114 to World Renew for their “Food for a Month” program which is 
matched four to one and $100 for two adults to receive six months of basic literacy classes each and receive a certificate 
upon finishing. 
*Free a Family from poverty for less than $1 a day!  Many families are trapped in a cycle of poverty.  Lack of nutritious 
food, unstable work opportunities and poor access to education and job training, for girls in particular, perpetuates this 
cycle.  Parents try their best, but too often they have no support.  Through Free a Family, you join World Renew and 
thousands of people, renewing hope with families around the globe.  This community-based support helps families work 
together to overcome poverty through programs in agriculture, health, nutrition, and literacy.  It also encourages  
families to live lives of renewed hope in Christ.  Free A Family focuses specifically on families, empowering parents to 
improve the health and well-being of their children, as well as invest in their local community.  The end results for  
participants is: nutritious food, clean water, improved health and increased income. 

An email received from Mark Mast on December 13: 
 

Greetings from Pikangikum! 
I am so honored and blessed to be teaching the Christmas Story to the children at￼ Eenchokay Birchstick School in 
Pikangikum! Thank you for your prayers! The children/teens are so receptive to the Good News of Jesus!￼ 
I’ve also been preaching each evening, and tonight we are going past some families in the community, ￼dedicating their 
homes to the Lord. After the message I preached at church last evening (Elijah and the Contest at Mount Carmel), with 
a challenge to “stop wavering between two opinions, for if the Lord is God serve Him, and if Baal is God serve 
him!” (1Kings 18:21), God moved, and people now wish to surrender their lives, family and home to serving the Lord￼! 
#PraiseTheLord #Pray￼ #TheLordHeIsGod #SurrenderedToChrist #GodIsFaithful￼ #MightyToSave￼ 
..... 
It was a powerful evening! We went past 6 homes between the hours of 7:00pm and 1:00am. There was sweet surren-
der and beautiful brokenness to Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour! Please pray for these dear families as they strive to be 
victorious overcomers in Jesus’ Name! The enemy is strong, but “greater is He that is in me than he that is in the world!” 
1John 4:4 #MightyGod #Overcomers #VictoriousInChrist #BeaconsOfLightInPikangikum #TheLightOfTheWorldIsJesus 



 

Dec 10, 2019 

Dear Friends, 

It’s common this time of year to send a snapshot – usually a family photo taken the past year.  I’ll get to that, but 
first a few other snaps: 

Timothy Leadership Training Results 

363 training sessions.  That’s how many TLT trainings were reported 
from thirty-three countries last year.  Two more and it would have 
averaged a new session every day of the year!   

With each session being two-to-three days long, that means about a 
thousand days of Bible study, discussion, prayer and ministry plans.    

Over 5,500 pastors and other church leaders attended.  Nearly half 
were in Africa, a third in Latin America, and twenty percent in Asia.  
Almost all were in places where churches are growing rapidly but 
leadership training is difficult to get. 

We’re grateful that we’ve been able to serve the church in these 
places of greatest need! 

Timothy Leadership Training Impact   

But numbers alone don’t tell the whole story.  How do we know what 
changes take place because of TLT?  Mostly through testimonies from 
participants.  At the end of a 
training session, each 

participant makes an Action Plan.  They commit to apply something they 
have learned, and then to report on it during the next training.  Here are a 
few snippets from their reports: 

“The TLT training on preaching helped me a lot. Before, I prepared long 
sermons that were hard to retain. But with the TLT training, my preaching 
is now clear. People manage to remember most of the messages, and 
during the week they share them with others who were absent.”  Pastor 
Kammiri, Niger 

“I made an Action Plan … to plant 10 trees at my church. Despite financial 
setbacks, I have planted not only 20 trees at my church, but 300 more at 
my home.” Deacon Okullo, Uganda 

 "I thought TLT would improve my head knowledge, but found … it worked 
on my heart.  I made a plan to have a family devotion for my two children.  
TLT taught me the importance of loving and caring for my family, meeting 
their needs, especially in their spiritual growth." Pastora Juliana, Philippines 

We’re encouraged by testimonies like these. And we know they’re just the 
tip of the iceberg.  People, churches, and communities are being changed! 

PARTNERING IN MISSION 
TIMOTHY LEADERSHIP TRAINING PROGRAM  

CALVIN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
RESONATE GLOBAL MISSION 

Albert and Carolyn Strydhorst 
1941 Keyhill Ave SE, Grand Rapids, MI; 49546 

astrydhorst@tlti.org    

mailto:astrydhorst@tlti.org


Current TLT Projects 

Over four hundred people completed their 6th TLT training session during this past year, qualifying them to train 
others in all the TLT materials.  In this way, TLT multiplies locally without outside resources.  But local trainers 
have often said they lack encouragement and support.  We’re working to set up a social media network, where 
qualified trainers are able to talk or text with us and other trainers around the world.   

Related to this, we’re also supporting what are called “Trainers Care Retreats” around the world.  In October I was 
able to participate in such a retreat in India. Thirty trainers came from seven regions in India and Sri Lanka.  For 
three days we met to learn new skills, read Scripture, pray, and sing.  Participants described it as “uplifting, 
enlightening, equipping, and encouraging.”  There were 350 participants in TLT training in India last year. 

Raise Up Global Ministries   

Haven’t heard of this organization before?  No worries!  It’s the relatively 
new creation of three ministry programs coming together under one 
umbrella.  These include TLT, Coffee Break, and Educational Care.  All 
three programs train leaders and equip the global church and schools 
through interactive learning that is centered on the Bible.   

By sharing our administration costs, we’re able to be more efficient with our resources.  And by working together 
as one organization, we’re able to introduce churches around the world to a wider variety of Bible study and 
training materials. 

Family 

A couple weeks ago we celebrated Thanksgiving. As foreigners in a strange land, we celebrated two months in a 
row!  But our thanksgiving wasn’t limited to these two holidays.  An Alberta wedding in our extended family, back-
packing in Banff, and fishing in Northwestern Ontario were memorable times (ask brother-in-law Dean how 
striking our fishing experience was).  We’re so grateful for all these wonderful experiences and relationships! 

What else have we been up to?  
Carolyn stays involved with 
volunteering and child-care 
through our church.  Jessica and 
Ian are both currently supply-
teaching in the Rainy River 
School District in NW Ontario.   
Johnny and Kristin live and work 
in Grand Rapids and attend the 
same church as us, so we see 
them regularly. And even 
though Andrea is living away 
from home with a bunch of 
other Calvin University 
students, she checks up on us 
quite often.  Henry increasingly 
shows up in our family photos – 

as do a number of adopted international students, like Rose and Grace.  This snapshot was taken in our front yard 
last Christmas (not much snow last year this time…). 

So that’s a quick overview!  Thank you for your prayers and support throughout this year.  This past year we 
raised $36,159USD on a goal of $40,000.  This is an increase of $2,500 from the previous year.  We’re grateful.   

We pray that you will know the peace of Christ in this Christmas season and the year ahead. “I leave my peace 
with you. I give my peace to you. I do not give it to you as the world does. Do not let your hearts be troubled. And 
do not be afraid.” Jesus, in John 14:27   

With Our Love, Albert and Carolyn Strydhorst 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1  Nicole Boven 
    Weston Veldhuisen 

2  Derek Kaemingh 
    *Gary & Cheryl 
       Foster (14th) 

3 4 

5 
 
 
 
10:00 WORSHIP 
   SUNDAY SCHOOL 
    CATECHISM 

6  Jan Van Zwol 
    Ann Wielinga 

7  Wilma Esselink 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 COUNCIL 

8  Henry Kaemingh 
 
 
 
 
7:00 LEADERSHIP 
          CONFERENCE 

9    
 
 
 
6:30 G.E.M.S. 
7:00 LEADERSHIP 
          CONFERENCE 

10 11 

12 
 
 
 
10:00 WORSHIP 
   SUNDAY SCHOOL 
    CATECHISM 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
9:45  DORCAS 

14 15  Grace Hettinga 
       Max White 
 
 
 
 
10:00 COFFEE BREAK 

16  Sarah McInerney 17  Aiden Wielinga 18 

19  Gavin Veldhuisen 
 
 
 
10:00 WORSHIP 
   SUNDAY SCHOOL 
    CATECHISM 

20  Jared Bethune 21  Laura Hickey 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 CONSISTORY 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
10:00 COFFEE BREAK 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
10:00 COFFEE BREAK 

24 
 
 

 

25 

26  Julia Dykstra 
 
 
 
10:00 WORSHIP 
   SUNDAY SCHOOL 
    CATECHISM 

27  Sullivan Shortreed 28  LoriAnn Shortreed 
      Jenelle Veldhuisen 

29  Christine Bethune 
      Dax Laplante 
 
 
 
 
10:00 COFFEE BREAK 

30 31  André McInerney  


