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 YOU ARE BLESSED 
 
By Dr. Marno Retief 
 

 
In his book, Awareness, the late spiritual teacher and author, Anthony De Mello SJ, shares the  
following story: 
 

A man found an eagle’s egg and put it in a nest of a barnyard hen. The eaglet hatched with 
the brood of chicks and grew up with them.  

 
All his life the eagle did what the barnyard chicks did, thinking he was a barnyard chicken. He 
scratched the earth for worms and insects. He clucked and cackled. And he would thrash his 
wings and fly a few feet into the air.  

 
Years passed and the eagle grew very old. One day he saw a magnificent bird above him in 
the cloudless sky. It glided in graceful majesty among the powerful wind currents, with  
scarcely a beat of its strong golden wings. 

 
  The old eagle looked up in awe. “Who’s that?” he asked.  
 

“That’s the eagle, the king of the birds,” said his neighbor. “He belongs to the sky. We belong 
to the earth—we’re chickens.”  

 
So the eagle lived and died a chicken, for that’s what he thought he was.  

 
I suspect many Christians go through their lives with this same kind of mentality. They live with a 
chicken mentality, when – in reality – they’re eagles. They fail to recognise just how blessed they are. 
They fail to recognise the wonderful blessings God has given them through justification by faith. They 
fail to recognise this important truth: A justified person is a blessed person. Let me repeat that: A  
justified is a blessed person. But why? On what basis do I say a justified person is a blessed person? 
After all, it seems many Christians today don’t view their justification in Christ and the spiritual  
blessings it brings as the basis for being blessed. Rather, many Christians seem to think material 
blessings such as money and various kinds of possessions are the only indication of being blessed. 
When these material things are missing, they look at themselves like the eagle who thought he was a 
chicken. They fail to recognise themselves as the blessed people of God they are. How do you view 
yourself? Do you think of yourself as blessed? And if so, why do you think you’re blessed? As  
followers of Jesus, as people justified by trusting in Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour, we need the 
right perspective on what it means to be blessed, we need to understand the spiritual blessings  
ustification in Christ bring us. So, why does being justified by faith in Christ make you a blessed  
person?  
 

 
 
 



Romans, chapter 5, highlights four spiritual blessings that justification by faith brings to our lives. 
Once you recognise the fact that these four spiritual blessings have been given to you, you will have 
a totally new understanding of what it means to be blessed. You’ll understand how your blessedness 
is not connected to your level of material prosperity, but to the spiritual blessings you enjoy by faith 
in Jesus Christ. And as I said, in Romans 5, Paul highlights four spiritual blessings the justified  
person is privileged to enjoy, namely, peace, joy, hope, and love. Peace, joy, hope, and love – these 
blessings are yours in Christ and have a profound impact on how you approach your life in this 
world.  
 
The first spiritual blessing you enjoy as a justified person is peace, peace with God. Millions of  
believers across the ages have testified to the newfound peace they experienced when they  
committed their lives to Jesus Christ. It’s difficult to define this peace. The Greek word Paul uses 
here goes back to the Hebrew word, shalom, which refers to peace in the sense of wholeness,  
completeness, harmony, and well-being. Paul explains how, because of what Jesus Christ did on 
the cross, those of us who believe in him now have peace with God. In one of his other letters, Paul 
puts it this way: “For God in all his fullness was pleased to live in Christ, and through him God  
reconciled everything to himself. He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth by means 
of Christ’s blood on the cross” (Col. 1:19-20). This peace is a done deal from God’s side – it was  
accomplished by Jesus on the cross. But you can only share in this peace once you embrace what 
Jesus did on the cross. Otherwise, this peace will never be yours. This peace includes complete  
access to God. Yet, once again, you won’t receive this access if you don’t embrace what Jesus did 
on the cross.  
 
Teruo Nakamura was a Taiwanese soldier who fought for the Japanese Imperial Army during the 
Second World War. However, after the war officially ended on 2 September 1945, Nakamura kept 
on fighting. Nakamura kept on fighting not just for a day, a week, a month, a year, or even a few 
years. No, Nakamura kept on fighting till he was arrested by the Indonesian military on 28 December 
1974, almost 30 years after the end of the Second World War. Nakamura was the last of the  
so-called Japanese holdouts, soldiers of the Japanese Imperial Army who kept on fighting because 
they refused to believe that the war was really over, or didn’t get the message, or simply refused to 
surrender. Now let’s not laugh at Nakamura. Let’s rather take a good look at ourselves. You see, 
many people today are like Nakamura – they keep on fighting God, although he’s already offered 
them a perfect peace plan through Jesus Christ. But for some reason they refuse to accept God’s 
peace plan in Christ. Are you one of them? Are you one of the people who refuses to embrace 
God’s peace plan in Christ? Or are enjoying the peace that comes from putting your trust in Jesus 
Christ and his finished work on the cross? 
 
But Paul speaks of a second spiritual blessing that belongs to the justified – the blessing of joy. Faith 
in Jesus Christ brings you a joy that no-one will ever be able to take from you. A joy that’s resilient 
throughout the different seasons of life. As the New Testament scholar, F.F. Bruce, points out, in 
Romans 5, Paul refers to three objects of joy in a Christian’s life. The first of these objects of joy is 
the prospect of enjoying eternal life with God, or “sharing God’s glory,” as Paul puts it. Whether your 
present circumstances are good or bad, whether you’re living a comfortable life, or a life filled with 
suffering, it’s only temporary – your eternal destination is eternal life in the presence of God. And I’m 
sure you’ll agree with me, that’s something to look forward to, something to get excited about.  
 
The second object of joy Paul mentions is somewhat surprising – it’s suffering. Now this might seem 
totally illogical to us, but Paul says we should rejoice when we experience “problems and trials.” 
Yes, Paul says we should rejoice about suffering! Now surely Paul must be mistaken about this, 
don’t you think? What on earth is good about suffering? Well, from a merely human perspective, 
nothing – there’s nothing good about suffering. But Paul challenges us to look at suffering from a 
spiritual perspective, as an opportunity for God’s grace to work in our lives. From this perspective, 
we begin to understand how suffering helps us to develop endurance in our faith. Endurance helps 
us to develop a more mature Christian character. And as we grow in our character, it serves to 
deepen our hope, to deepen our trust in the promises of God.  
 
 



The third object of joy Paul mentions is God himself. Christians are to rejoice in God because, 
through faith in Jesus Christ, they enjoy a new relationship with God – instead of being God’s  
enemies, they’re now God’s friends. But let’s be honest – if you’re not a Christian, you probably 
won’t consider any of these things as a reason for joy. Or even as a Christian, it’s possible you’ve 
lost perspective. We live in a world where many people equate joy with pleasure. But as followers of 
Jesus, we find joy in the prospect of eternal life, we find joy in suffering, and – most of all – we find 
joy in a relationship with God himself! Truly, Christians – more than anyone else – have reason to 
be joyful! 
 
So, as people justified by faith, we enjoy the blessing of peace, and the blessing of joy, but we also 
enjoy the blessing of hope. Paul emphasises how the hope God gives the Christian “will not lead to 
disappointment.” Paul and his audience were well-acquainted with the Greek notion of hope. For the 
ancient Greeks, hope was nothing more than acknowledging the possibility of something that might 
occur in the future. But there was nothing certain about it. For Paul, the hope of the Christian is not 
some vague possibility, but absolutely certain. God’s new world is sure and certain. This assurance 
is not only based on God’s character as completely trustworthy and faithful. No, for Paul, it’s also 
based on God’s character as a God of love. On the basis of what God did for us by sending his only 
Son to die for our sins, we know just how deep his love for us is. Knowing how much God loves us 
and experiencing the reality of this love in our lives, there’s no chance we’ll end up disappointed. 
God will sustain us and lead us safely to his eternal presence. 
 
Many world religions offer people some form of hope – a hope that there’s something more than just 
this life. Islam offers people the promise of paradise where their every desire will be fulfilled.  
Buddhism offers people the prospect of continuous reincarnation till they reach a state of nirvana. 
Hinduism also teaches the concept of reincarnation, but people may look forward to breaking out of 
the reincarnation cycle by attaining a state of moksha. Judaism offers people the promise of olam 
ha-ba, the world to come. And a number of other religions offer people the hope of some kind of  
afterlife. Yet, from a biblical and Christian perspective, we need to be clear: All these religions, as 
well intentioned as they may be, are offering people false hope. Any vision of eternity that does not 
include being in the presence of the one and only true God is false. Any vision of eternity where  
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are not glorified is no more than wishful thinking. Only faith in Jesus 
Christ offers you the blessing of a hope that’s sure and certain. Only faith in Jesus Christ brings you 
eternal life in the presence of God. What’s your hope for the future? Do you think this life is all there 
is? Or do you have the certain hope of eternal life in the presence of God? If you do, what a  
blessing to have such hope in your life. 
 
But fourthly and finally, those people justified by faith in Christ enjoy the blessing of the assurance 
of God’s love, knowing God loves them. We already touched on this truth a bit earlier in the  
message but knowing just how intensely God loves us is truly a great spiritual blessing. It’s a truth 
that strengthens you and comforts you in the most difficult of times. Now from a biblical perspective, 
we know God loves everyone in a general sense. As Jesus teaches in Matthew 6, God even  
extends his loving care to the birds and the flowers, so we shouldn’t doubt that he cares for human 
beings. But this general love God has for his creation is not the same as his saving love for those 
who believe in Christ. Those who believe in Christ enjoy God’s love in a special way. But how do we 
know God loves believers so much? Paul explains God’s love for believers by pointing to the death 
of Christ. Jesus died for us while we were still enemies of God, while we were still sinners, totally 
unable to save ourselves. While someone might conceivably be willing to die for a good person, 
Christ died for us while we were still sinners. This death of Jesus on the cross – a death he suffered 
for sinners – is powerful evidence of God’s great love for us. I don’t know about you, but I find the 
reality of God’s love for me something really difficult to grasp. When I look at my life and I consider 
the mistakes I’ve made, the sins I’ve done, the various ways in which I have failed the Lord and  
continue to fail the Lord, then I don’t feel like God could love me at all. No, when I look at these 
things, I cannot think of one reason for God to love me. But that’s precisely the point. You see, 
God’s decision to love you and me is precisely that – it’s his decision. It’s not based on our  
worthiness or the good works we’ve done. It’s based on his decision. God has sovereignly chosen 
to extend his saving love to those who put their faith in Jesus Christ.  
 
 

 



In his autobiography, Timebends, the critically acclaimed playwright, Arthur Miller, tells of his  
marriage to Hollywood icon and movie star, Marilyn Monroe. He relates how, during the filming of 
The Misfits, their marriage started unravelling and he became aware of Marilyn’s extreme addiction 
to sleeping pills. He felt powerless to help her. She simply refused to listen to him. One evening,  
after Marilyn had yet again been given an injection to help her sleep, Miller looked at her while she 
lay sleeping and wished he had the faith to tell her, “God loves you, darling,” and that Marilyn would 
have the faith to believe it. But Miller goes on to write how both Marilyn and he had lost their faith. 
They had no assurance of God’s love for them. How sad and tragic when this assurance is missing 
from a person’s life. But for those who believe in Jesus Christ – those who are justified by faith in 
him – God gives them the assurance of his love. As follower of Jesus, are you living with this  
assurance in your life? Do you know how much God loves you? I think we need to remind ourselves 
of this amazing truth again and again. As we face the ups and downs of life, it’s easy to lose focus 
and forget about God’s love for us. But in those times of doubt, let’s look to the cross of Christ and 
remember God’s great love for us.  
 
Remember: You are blessed. You’re not a chicken – you’re an eagle! As someone who is justified 
by faith in Christ, you enjoy the spiritual blessings of peace with God, of joy, of hope, and the  
assurance of God’s love. 



OUR CHURCH FAMILY 
 

February is almost here.  Hopefully the cold of winter will ease.  After a quiet January, it is exciting to think of 
Family Day and Valentine’s Day happening in February.  I wonder how Family Day is spent.  Is it just a day off?  
Hopefully it will be spent taking special time with our families and thanking God for the families he has given 
us.  As we think of Valentine’s Day coming up, I’d like to share this poem with you: 

  

The Magic of Love 

Love is like magic 

And it always will be. 

For love still remains 

Life's sweet mystery!! 

Love works in ways 

That are wondrous and strange 

And there's nothing in life 

That love cannot change!! 

Love can transform 

The most commonplace 

Into beauty and splendor 

And sweetness and grace. 

Love is unselfish, 

Understanding and kind, 

For it sees with its heart 

And not with its mind!! 

Love is the answer 

That everyone seeks... 

Love is the language, 

That every heart speaks. 

Love can't be bought, 

It is priceless and free, 

Love, like pure magic, 

Is life's sweet mystery!! 

                                                                                                      Author: Helen Steiner Rice 

 
Alexander Rhyan McInerney was born on January 14th.  Congratulations to Sarah, Atlas and Andres and 
grandparents, John & Grace Hettinga.   
 
Our condolences go out to the Shortreed family.  Arie Borger, father, husband and grandfather, and great-
grandfather, passed away on the 17th of January in Thunderbay.   Arie and Audrey Borger raised their family in 
Devlin and were a part of our church family for many years.  Arie served as a deacon.  Arie and Audrey moved 
to Thunderbay after Arie’s accident over 15 years ago.  Audrey’s address is: 2095 Otway Street, Thunderbay 
P7K 1H5. 
 
Our condolences also go out to John and Donna Sinninghe.  Their brother-in-law, Ted Kinlock, passed away in 
the Bahamas.  He was married to Donna’s sister, Cheryl. 
 



 
From Cathie Sinninghe: 
As of right now, I am currently waiting to see if Dr. Jenks has referred me to someone in Thunder Bay for 
surgery. I am also praying that I may be able to be seen at Mayo Clinic in Rochester MN.   If Mayo says yes, 
that that surgery can be done soon. I am in pain with a broken bone in my foot. I appreciate all your prayers 
very much. 
P.S.  I suspect an auto-immune disease I had, called Wegener’s Granulomatosis, may be back. I am awaiting an 
appointment regarding that on Feb 10/22. I did have a phone appointment with them in January and I would 
like to see them personally in two weeks. Thanks again for praying! The doctor will be here Feb 10/22. 
 
Ted Kaemingh is dealing with some health issues.  He needs cataract surgery and his shoulder has been 
bothering him.  Hopefully the opportunity will come soon for Ted to get the help that he needs. 
 
Jan Van Rozen is in need of a total hip replacement.  A surgery date is still being finalized.  We pray that Jan 
does not have to wait too much longer. 
 
Kathy Stahn was transferred to Thunder Bay from Toronto a few weeks ago and is currently undergoing chemo 
treatment and physiotherapy. Please keep Kathy and Greg in your prayers.   We are thankful for your 
continued prayers and concern for the family.     Larry & Dove Stahn 
 
Glenda Veltman (our former pastor’s wife) is not doing well.  She is in long term care.  If you would like to send 
her a note of encouragement, her address is Room 210, The Oaks at Byron Center, 2280 Byron View Drive, 
Byron Center, MI  49315 and her email address is glendaveltman@gmail.com.    
 
The Dorcas ladies plan to meet on February 7th at the home of Ann Fluit at 9:45 a.m., Lord willing.  The roll call 
word will be love.  All ladies are welcome. 
 
The Mommy Connect group will resume on Tuesday, February 15th.  Please RSVP to Benita if you would like to 
attend. 
 
Our seniors celebrating birthdays in February are Wilma Wielinga on the 3rd and Donna Vos on the 16th.   
We have a student away, Katrina Koomans, who will be celebrating a birthday on February 12th.   If you would 
like to send her a congratulatory note, her email address is katrinakoomans@gmail.com 
We wish everyone celebrating a birthday or an anniversary in February a blessed day.  All birthdays are 
special.  Every day is a gift.  Use your days with love and care for people around you and yourself. 
 
 

 THOUGHT OF THE MONTH:  Those who never recognized their 
own failures have a tough time tolerating, understanding and 
forgiving the failures of others. 
 

mailto:glendaveltman@gmail.com


January 2022

Pre-Chaos: Christmas Celebrations!

What a rich and special time of the year 
this Christmas was! For our second 
Christmas abroad we carried on a few 
traditions, incorporated some new ones 
and forewent some we tried last year.

At the bottom of the page you can see 
some of the fine architectural work of a 
few mk’s we spend time with, as making 
gingerbread houses with friends was one 
of the carried on traditions from last year.

We spent Christmas day with dear friends 
who have welcomed us from day 1. We 
enjoyed laughs, food, dogs, caroling, and 
even watched the Christmas episode of 
The Chosen. Sadly, there was no snow for 
Christmas. Infact, It snowed in November, 
and then not again until mid-January!

We had plans to sing Christmas carols at a 
nearby mall for Orthodox Christmas 
(January 7), as well as plans for a train trip 
to Shymkent, but due to the unrest, those 
Christmas activities had to be cancelled. 
Maybe next year! 

Thank you for your Prayers 

The month of January has been filled with 
the unexpected and unknown. But God 
has been beside us and provided for us as 
He always has and always will. Thank you 
for being His instruments, for your prayers 
for us, and for Kazakhstan. 

It’s a marvel to us that, as quickly as things 
came to a head, they have died down. Life 
seems to be carrying on as if 
uninterrupted by a week of chaos. Even 
though we are right here, we have a hard 
time grasping what really happened, and 
trying to make sense of it, and why it all 
happened in the first place. There are a 
million unanswered questions, and we 
may never really have answers. 

We know how scary the news looked, as 
we finally got to view it ourselves (once we 
got internet back) about a week after you 
might have. Thankfully, that week, we did 
not have many overwhelming fears. We 
spend a lot of the week thanking God for 
his provisions. For the safety he provided 
us in this apartment, for the food in our 
pantry and freezer, for the puzzle and card 
games, for time to sing alongside Ian’s 
guitar and time in His word to keep 
ourselves from being overwhelmed by the 
eerie silence or loud noises. It was  a long, 
hard week of being out of touch with the 
world, but we were not alone.
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Semester One is Done!
What’s New for Semester Two?

1. New Classroom
In a slow, cautious move away from 
“cohorting” and returning to pre-covid 
school routines, we will be sharing a 
classroom! “The math room.” Pray with us 
over our room - that students will feel safe 
(and valued), will want to learn (and not 
afraid of mistakes), and will enjoy being in 
the Friesen’s math room.

2. New Classes
We will continue to teach the same courses 
as we have for the first semester with one 
exception. Ian will also be teaching the 
male portion of middle school sex ed. Pray 
for wisdom, grace, and truth as he seeks to 
honour God’s good design of sexuality, 
reproduction, and relationships. Pray 
especially for these classroom 
conversations to travel home to the security 
and love of parental guidance/support.

3. New Students
There are a few new families who have 
joined our school. Pray that each child 
integrates with their class and is warmly 
welcomed. As we’ve shared before, major 
transitions in a student’s life can be 
awkward and challenging seasons - pray 
that we can smooth some of the roughness 
out of it.

4. New Trimester!
It’s hard to believe how time flies - our third 
trimester begins February 3rd! Jess is 
thrilled to be over her morning sickness and 
loves how much she gets to feel our baby 
move all day (and night) long. Ian gets to 
feel an occasional kick now and then too!

Budget Update For His Glory! 

Thank you to churches! Thank you to the 
churches who renewed their financial 
commitment, to the churches who have 
partnered this year with financial support, 
and the churches that give their support 
through the irreplaceable work of prayer. 
We are so thankful for your partnership 
and your prayers! Your prayers sustain us, 
encourage us, and we see your prayers 
answered regularly.

A huge thank you to monthly and annual 
donors - may God increase your joy and 
cheerfulness as you give sacrificially, 
faithfully, and with trust in His provision.

Full disclosure for the sake of full praise to 
Him - monthly/annual pledges comprise 
nearly 90% of our support! PTL!

So, with grateful hearts we say thank-you 
for your support! 

“And my God will meet ALL your needs according 
to His glories in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:19”

Rose
- Healthy development of the baby God 

has gifted to us. Jess is 25 weeks along!
- His generous provision beyond what 

we can ask and imagine.
Bud

- Medical students (unbelievers) who 
have started  attending our Church

- Some Russian words are starting to 
stick around in our vocabulary

Thorn
- It is hard being away from family 

a) during the Christmas season and 
b) as we anticipate our baby’s arrival



Above: End of Soccer Season Intramural Tournament
 Right: Ian coaching the U-12 Soccer Team

Views from our classroom of God’s creation!

Friday afternoon fun at school! 
We are always reminded of the diversity of our 

students and of God’s people.

Above: Brownie points 
awarded to this Gr. 5 

Science student :)

Right: Geometry - aka 
messy art!

Below Left: Calculus! 
Don’t worry - it gets 

erased. 

Below Right: Salad 
party for the 

mad-scientist chefs



During December we 
had a special evening 
going to watch a theatre 
production titled “Suite 
Surrender” - starring a 
dog (that belongs to a 
family from school) and 
all in English! It truly was 
a weird sensation being 
in a public setting but 
hearing mostly English 
spoken. 

Central Asian Culture

Left: What do each of these 
9 symbols represent?

Right: The YURT is the 
traditional home for 

nomads wandering the 
steppe.

Our baby nook is starting 
to collect some gifts and 

baby items! 

Skating at the 
world's highest 

outdoor rink!



Ramsey Reflections 

January 2022 

Dear Co-Laborers, 

Once again it boggles the imagination that we've entered a new year and 2021 is behind us.  Our labor 
among students feels closer to pre-pandemic, though still not quite as many engaging as there was in 2019. 
No new Chinese scholars have arrived, but we are grateful to meet online with a handful of Chinese and one 
Taiwanese.  We spent 3 meetings, or 6+ total hours, trying to explain the origins and real meaning of  
Christmas - which was brand new material for some, and a detailed review for a few who were with us last 
year.  The story sounds like a fairy tale to unbelievers, and even if you believe in angels and miracles,  
believing we all really desperately need a Savior is hard to accept for most human beings.  We pray, we 
share, and we pray some more for our listeners to truly hear and believe these glad tidings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After 5+ years of faithful volunteering with our Friday group, one couple (on either side of the picture above) 

feels ready to try starting a second group that will meet every other Saturday night. This is bittersweet for us 

as it reduces our group’s volunteers, drivers and places to meet, but is also good news in that it offers another 

opportunity for different and currently uninvolved students to connect at a different time.  Please continue to 

pray for God's provision of those needs for the Friday night LIFE group! 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We were very thankful for opportunities to host and co-host many students for Thanksgiving, Christmas and 

New Year's Eve.   I think these meals and overnight stays were fun and much appreciated by our guests, and 

quite fun and a blessing for us personally.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For Thanksgiving we played a number of games and had a great meal. During our time together, we asked 

some discussion starter questions. One of the questions was, “If you could ask or receive the answer to any 

question you wanted, what would that question be?” I was glad to hear at least three of the questions that 

people wanted to ask. As one might expect, one was, “when is this Covid pandemic going to end?” Another 

was, “what's the real purpose of life?” A third was, “I wonder if we will live forever?” And a fourth one was, “Is 

it possible to know if there really is a heaven and hell? Because if we could know that, it would probably make 

a difference in the choices we make.” I used some of these questions as part of my introduction into the real 

reason behind the whole Christmas holiday. But I look forward to this spring semester when we will deal with 

life's four big questions about origins, purpose, morality and destiny. Please join us in praying for open hearts 

and minds as we address some of these deep questions and seek to point people to God as we share and 

discuss them. 

It isn't often enough, nor adequate enough to share our true sentiments, but we do 

want to say--after another year of seeing God's provision--that we are very grateful for 

those who labor with us in prayer and through generous, and often sacrificial  

support.  This confirmation through such provision is a constant encouragement to us 

- even when we are at times weary or discouraged.  

Each year has its shares of joys and trials for each one of us.  As we press on, our 

hope is that this New Year 2022 be one filled with truth that guides us all to wisdom, deep peace that brings 

comfort, hope for the future that sustains, and love from, and for others that comes from God.   

 

Thankful for you, 

 

Dale and Cheryl 

At A Glance 

Please pray for: 

• God’s provision of volunteers, drivers, meeting places and food providers for the Friday night LIFE 
group and other events. 

• Open hearts and minds as we address life’s four big questions and seek to point people to God as we 
share and discuss them in group meetings. 

• God’s truth to powerfully penetrate the darkness of unbelief 
• Patience and endurance in the various stages of the long process of bringing the lost closer to genuine 

faith. 



January 28, 2022

Emo Christian Reformed Church
PO Box 209
Emo, ON  P0W 1E0

Dear friends at Emo Christian Reformed Church,

Thank you for your generosity! Your support makes a big difference.

We’ve come through a difficult year—but with your support, we’ve accomplished a lot together.

You, your church, and your Resonate ministry leaders are responding to Jesus’ call to mission in Acts 1:8. Thank
you for partnering with us on this mission! “Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth”
might seem like a tall order, but your partnership helps encourage and equip Christians around the world to live
and share the gospel!

Ministry leaders depend on you—you walk alongside them, pray for them, and support them through your giving.
As we begin 2022, we remember that we are working toward the day when every tongue will confess Jesus Christ
as Lord!

Around the world, your missionaries and church planters are encountering people who are searching for meaning
and goodness during difficult times. Through your support for Resonate, you help introduce them to the true
source of meaning and goodness! May God bless your church in this new year. Thank you for all that you do!

In Christ,

Kevin DeRaaf
Acting Canada Director

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Below are details of your gifts in October, November and December 2021.  The gifts are listed by the total given to each fund code during the last
quarter.    . If you have any questions, please contact Annette Van Soelen at avansoelen@crcna.org

$480.25 Resonate: Friesen, Ian and Jessica

$2,342.63 Resonate: Ministry Share

THANK YOU

mailto:avansoelen@crcna.org
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Old Te
01  Exodus 1

02  Exodus 1

03  Exodus 1

04  Exodus 1

05  Exodus 2
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1  Paisley Esselink 

 

7:00 COUNCIL 

2 3  Lucas Koomans 

     Wilma Wielinga 

4 5 

6  Aidan Osadchuk 

 

10:00 WORSHIP 

  SUNDAY SCHOOL 

  5:30  PRAISE & WORSHIP 

7  Benita Retief 

 

 

9:45 DORCAS 

8 9  Alida Esselink 10 11  Zachary Koomans 

        Corinne Webb 

12  Katrina Koomans 

         

13  Hayden Morgan 

 

10:00 WORSHIP 

  SUNDAY SCHOOL 

14 15 

 
10:00  MOMMY  

             CONNECT 

16  Kylie Veldhuisen 

        Donna Vos 

       *Corrie & Janice 

        Wiersema (59th) 

17  Isaac Dykstra 

       Alyssa Koomans 

18 19  Cora Vans-

meerdyk 

        Matt Veldhuisen 

20 

 
 

 

 

 

 

10:00 WORSHIP 

  SUNDAY SCHOOL 

21  Rebekah Crans 

        *Theo & Deb 

          deGroot  (13th) 

22 

 

 

 

 

 
10:00  MOMMY  

             CONNECT 

23 24  Karen Koomans 

        Kay Redford 

25  Courtney Bethune 26 

27  *Colin & Janine 

         Angus (1st) 

        *Nico & Jennie    

         Kooistra (1st) 
 

10:00 WORSHIP 

  SUNDAY SCHOOL 

28  *Brad & Corinne 

         Webb  

      (30th on the 29th) 

     


