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Care & Share 

From the Pastor’s Heart: 
A Wilderness Experience 

 
Dear Family 

 

"At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness, and he was in the  

wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, 

and angels attended him." – Mark 1:12-13 (NIV) 

 

As the stories of countless travellers and adventurers through the centuries bear  

testimony, the wilderness can be a harsh and unforgiving place. Think of people like 

John Muir, Meriwether Lewis, William Clark, Alexander Mackenzie, and Ernest  

Shackleton. They did their best to plan and make provision for their respective  

journeys, but nothing could prepare them for some of the trials that awaited. I am sure 

if you and I were able to sit down with them today and ask them about their wilderness 

experience, we would more than likely hear that the most challenging part of the  

journey was not necessarily traversing the treacherous terrain in front of them, but  

rather the challenges associated with their inward journey. 

 

As Jesus faced his 40-day wilderness experience, all three Synoptic Gospels –  

Matthew, Mark, and Luke – tell us this was a time during which he was tempted by  

Satan, a time of inner testing. According to the Gospel of Matthew, Satan tempted him 

physically, emotionally, and spiritually. Satan tried to make Jesus doubt God’s  

provision for the physical need of food. He tried to make Jesus doubt God’s protection. 

He tried to make Jesus doubt God’s rule over everything. But each time Jesus  

reminded Satan of some truth in Scripture that refuted his lies. As this season of Lent 

begins, some of you may find yourself in the wilderness, and Satan may be tempting 

you to doubt God’s faithfulness and provision. Yet, through the truth of the Word of 

God, we are reminded that God will provide for us and sustain us as we journey 

through the wilderness. God is with us even in the wilderness. 

 

Yours in Christ 

 

Pastor Marno 

 
 

 

March 2023 



OUR CHURCH FAMILY 
 

February is a short month.  Spring time is getting closer.  The temperatures this winter have been just like a  
yo-yo.  Same as us, sometimes.  Some days nothing can go wrong and then the next day everything goes 
wrong.   
I hope you all had a lovely Valentine’s Day and enjoyed your Family Day weekend.  This month we look  
forward to March break, the week of the 12th.   
 
We are now in the season of Lent.  Are we following Jesus with the disciples in the last days before the  
crucifixion?  Most of us have heard the story so often, that it almost becomes too familiar and it loses its  
depth.  It’s all so comfortable.  Jesus loves us and paid our debt. And then we pass from Good Friday and jump 
into Easter.  And so we miss the depths of Jesus’ suffering.  Good Friday comes first.  Even the disciples 
thought it was all over.  Three years they walked with Jesus but still did not understand the reason that Jesus 
had to suffer and die.  Sometimes we don’t get it either.  When we pray, we expect healing, etc.   
In this Lent season, let us focus on the release of our sins which came through the death of Jesus our Saviour. 
 
Continue to pray for Ann deGelder (sister of Theo deGroot and Carol Kaemingh). 
 
Gertie Boven is recuperating from a broken ankle which happened while she was in Mexico on vacation.  
 
“Carry each other’s burdens and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.”  Galatians 6:2 
To each of you who have helped carry our burden in this last year, whether it was with food, phone calls, gift 
certificates, prayers, hugs and mostly love, we wish to thank you from the bottom of our hearts.  The love 
shown helped us get through many tough days.  God bless each of you and again, thank you so much.   
From John & Kay Redford 
 
Thank you to the Emo CRC Seniors for the gift cards and well wishes, to all who called, sent cards, phone 
calls and visits while Larry was hospitalized. He is home now and recovering a little more each day. 
Larry & Dove Stahn 
 
Jacquie Hunsperger thanks the seniors for the flowers that were sent to her.  Her health is improving because 
of new medication.   
 
Remember all our sick and hurting in prayer. 
 
Congratulations to Caleb and Susanna Heerema with the birth of Nico Andrew, born on February 12 in  
Lethbridge, Alberta.  Also congratulations to grandparents, Ed & Dianne. 
 
John Sinninghe and Jack Esselink will be attending Classis on March 6 in Minneapolis, Lord willing.  Pray for 
safe travels for them and a good meeting. 
 
Our seniors celebrating birthdays in March are: Corrie Wiersema (on the 5th), the twins—Nico & Rich (65 on 
the 7th), John Sinninghe (on the 10th), Cathie Sinninghe (on the 11th), Thea Kaemingh (on the 18th) and  
Larry Stahn (on the 20th).   
We wish everyone celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in March, a blessed day! 

Thought for the Month 

 

Real servants don’t try to use God for their purpose.  They let God use them for His purpose. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Dear friends at Emo Christian Reformed Church 

Thank you for your faithful support for God’s mission! 

As we consider the end of 2022 and the beginning of 2023, I’m reminded of Jesus’ words from Acts 1:8, “But 

you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in 

all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Thank you for taking those words to heart and living out 

your faith. 

Jesus’ words came at a time of transition—it was the end of Jesus’ ministry on earth, but only the beginning for 

his disciples. Here we have Jesus’ promise to send the Spirit, and also our instructions to live out his mission! 

Those instructions are for us, too, and Resonate is here to continue partnering with you as you join God’s 

mission in whatever way he calls you in the new year. 

Right now, God is working through your support for Resonate missionaries, church planters, campus ministers, 

and other ministry leaders in your own community and to the ends of the earth. And in the coming year, even 

more people will come to know Jesus Christ and grow in their faith. Thank you for walking with them! 

In Christ, Kevin DeRaaf, Acting Canada Director 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                               

BLESSING THE DUST 

 

All those days 

you felt like dust, 

like dirt, 

as if all you had to do 

was turn your face 

toward the wind 

and be scattered 

to the four corners 

 

or swept away 

by the smallest breath 

as insubstantial— 

 

did you not know 

what the Holy One 

can do with dust? 

 

This is the day 

we freely say 

we are scorched. 

 

This is the hour 

we are marked 

by what has made it 

through the burning. 

 

This is the moment 

we ask for the blessing 

that lives within 

 

 

 

 

 

the ancient ashes, 

that makes its home 

inside the soil of 

this sacred earth. 

 

So let us be marked 

not for sorrow. 

And let us be marked 

not for shame. 

Let us be marked 

not for false humility 

or for thinking 

we are less 

than we are 

 

but for claiming 

what God can do 

within the dust, 

within the dirt, 

within the stuff 

of which the world 

is made 

and the stars that blaze 

in our bones 

and the galaxies that spiral 

inside the smudge 

we bear. 

 

—Jan Richardson 

from Circle of Grace: A Book 

of Blessings for the Seasons



FROM MARK MAST: 
 
Thank you for your prayers and support during our recent “GO!” trip to Guatemala January 23-31.  We are so 
deeply grateful for your faithfulness to the Gospel and the ministry we are doing there. 
The Lord, blessed abundantly!  The harvest truly is plentiful and abundant!  I am sending a daily account of 
what happened and trust that it will be a blessing.  Please pray through various things that were done in the 
Name of Jesus. 
Once again, thank you for everything. 
Looking to Jesus, 
Mark & Tina 
PS - Enjoy the pictures too! 
 
“GO!” Team – Day #1 
It has been an awesome first day of serving in Guatemala! Another wall is going up on the new Grace, Love 
and Mercy Church and a Bible School was conducted with the precious children of The Promise. This Chris-
tian school is located about 10 minutes from where we are serving, and through the years we have often con-
ducted Bible schools there.  This was our first time back to The Promise since before Covid began and it was 
so exciting to see that they are also building a new school!  Please pray for Erika Chajon and her staff as they 
move forward in faith, believing God for the impossible, Who as we know, does all things well.  
It was also a great blessing to have Rick & Roseann Kornelson fitting some of the children/staff with glasses! 
Tonight we were treated to a spectacular dinner prepared by Reyna Gamboa, followed by a Zoom “Prayer & 
Praise” gathering featuring Pastor Edgar & Reyna and their ministry in Guatemala with IDS Christian School 
and Grace, Love and Mercy Church. 
#AllForJesus 
#ToGodBeTjeGlory 
Thank you for your prayers for us!  We are so grateful to be serving in Guatemala once again! 
 
“GO!” Team – Day #2 
And just like that, another day has flown by in Guatemala. More construction was completed on Grace, Love 
and Mercy Church and two Bible Schools were conducted with the students of IDS Christian School. This af-
ternoon, the children of San Lorenzo were treated to a swimming party with lunch, and this evening we were 
blessed to take Olga and her four precious children to Pollo Campero for dinner.  We wrapped up the day, 
preaching at Christ The King Church with Erika Chajon. 
#Blessed 
#JesusSaves 
#AwesomeGod 
 
“GO!” Team – Day #3 
 Our day began with a visit to the El Tejar dump to give a devotion on Psalm 23:1 and also serve a hot break-
fast.  It is always so heart-wrenching to see the conditions these precious people live in, but what a blessing to 
know that the Lord is opening doors for them to break the cycle of poverty.  Please pray.  
Construction continued at Grace, Love and Mercy Church until 2:30pm when we headed off to Alotenango to 
conduct a Bible School at Light of the World School. After Bible School, we were treated to a delicious dinner 
at the home of Pastor Juan & Maria Rosa Hernandez.  Then it was off do a Church Service at Fountain of Life.  
Thank you Pastor Juan & Maria Rosa Hernandez of Asociación Eperanza de Vida for being such amazing 
hosts this afternoon/evening.  Thank you Pastor Edgar Gamboa & Reyna Gamboa for translating and for being 
amazing servants of the Lord.  We are soooooo thankful to the Lord for you. 
We also had the joy of joining some of the classrooms and seeing first hand the amazing job that the teachers 
are doing in instructing the children and teens at IDS School. 
 
Oh yes, and a Bible School was conducted at Bread of Life feeding center in San Miguel with Cesar Y Amy 
Gonzalez this afternoon!  Giant bear hugs were a special feature! 



What a joy and blessing this awesome day has been. 
Thank You Lord! 
#LookingToJesus 
#BlessedToBeABlessing 
 
“GO!” Team – Day #4 
The day began with a visit to Fanning The Flame School in El Tizate to participate in their morning worship.  
Words and pictures do not capture the awesome taste of heaven we were given! #BlessedBeyondMeasure 
For the remainder of the day, construction continued at Grace, Love and Mercy Church. 
Mark did a Bible School with the older students of IDS. The students are truly Guatemala„s finest! 
After school, we provided lunch for all the teachers and administration of IDS, along with a challenge to 
“plant shade trees” and touch lives for eternity for Jesus‟ sake. 
#ThankYouForPraying 
#ForTheChildrenSake 
#OnlyJesus 
 
“GO!” Team – Day #5 
Way back in November, 2005, this career missionary to Canada went on his first mission trip to Guatemala 
with Grace Ministries.  Pastor Teddy Turrentine of Friendship Baptist Church introduced me to numerous out-
reach opportunities in Guatemala and I will be forever grateful for the privilege it has been to partner with this 
amazing mission agency! 
Today, began by going to Grace Mountain at 6:15am in order to serve the entire day with Grace Ministries.  
Before setting out, we enjoyed breakfast and worshipped the Lord, along with receiving a challenge from the 
Word of God by Pastor Doug Chappelle in the “Upper Room” of the mission house.  Then we boarded the ve-
hicles and drove to the Chimaltenango dump, where the Grace Ministries team served a meal and provided a 
large bag of food for 70 families.  Thank you Deidra Turrentine Taylor for coordinating everything.  Please 
pray for those in desperate circumstances in Guatemala.  The needs are truly great and only Jesus is the an-
swer. 
For the remainder of the day, we constructed homes near Sumpango.  Since many of those participating with 
Grace Ministries are from Holland, Michigan, it was fun playing “Dutch Bingo” and discovering new relatives 
and friend connections.  My highlight was being on the building crew of Tom Compagner, who is married to 
my first cousin, Shari Compagner. 
#ThankYouLord 
#GuatemalaReliefAndCompassionEffort 
#ToTheLeastOfThese 
#JesusGivesHope 
 
“GO!” Team – Day #6 
Sundays in Guatemala are always a blessed time!  The day began with a Church Service at Gracia y Amor y 
Misericordia (Grace, Love and Mercy) with Pastor Edgar Gamboa & Reyna Gamboa.  
We then enjoyed lunch with the men of the church (and their families) and a call for men to: “Be strong, show 
yourself a man, and observe what the LORD your God requires: Walk in His ways, and keep His decrees and 
commands, His laws and requirements (1Kings 2:2,3). 
1. Love God 
2. Love the Bible 
3. Love the Church 
4. Love your Wife 
5. Love your Children 
We then headed off to San Lorenzo to conduct a Bible School at Ministerios Vida at 3:00pm.   
At 5:00pm, we did a Church Service at Ministerios Vida as well with Pastor Cesar Y Amy Gonzalez. 
#AwesomeDay 
#GloriaADios  
#PraiseTheLord 



“GO!” Team – Day #7 
For our last day of ministry in Guatemala, we continued construction at Grace, Love and Mercy Church until 
1:00pm.  Mark taught Bible class to an enthusiastic group  of Grade 4 students at IDS. 
After school we went sight-seeing in Antigua.  We enjoyed seeing the following sights: 
-Guatemala market 
-Mercado De Artesania 
-Chicken bus parking lot 
-Parque Central 
-Santa Catalina Arch 
-Casa Santo Domingo 
After enjoying a delicious dinner at San Martin, we packed up our bags and headed for the airport in Guatema-
la City for a 2:30am flight home. 
#TheLordHasBeenFaithful 
#GO! 
#ThankYouJesus 





 
 

As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is 

healthy and growing and full of love (Ephesians 4:16 NLT). 

 

25 Years of Service with Wycliffe Bible Translators 

 

It’s been 25 years since our journey began with Wycliffe Bible Translators. We invite you to 

celebrate this milestone with us as we reflect on what God has done. 

 

Chapter 1: Training and Preparation (1997-2000) 

In response to what we believe was God’s leading, we joined Wycliffe Bible Translators of 

Canada in September 1997. As we shared this vision with others, many people began to pray 

for us and financially support our work. In 1998 we began a year-long linguistics training 

program at the Canada Institute of Linguistics. God blessed us with the birth of Caleb (1997) 

and Jesse (1999) during this time.This chapter ends with eight months of Spanish study in 

Costa Rica. 

 

 

https://www.wycliffe.ca/
https://www.wycliffe.ca/
https://www.canil.ca/wordpress/


Chapter 2: Peru (2000-2010) 

In late 2000, we began our first assignment in Peru as literacy specialists with the South Peru 

Team of SIL*. Our mission: to equip the Quechuas of Southern Peru, until the year 2010, in 

active and sustainable use of the Quechua Scriptures. Our focus quickly became the equipping 

of two indigenous organizations to develop sustainable literacy and Bible translation programs: 

ATEK (Cusco Quechua) and AIDIA (Eastern Apurimac Quechua). During this time, Justin 

completed his master of arts in leadership degree (non-governmental organization 

specialization) from Trinity Western University. 

 

 
 

 

https://www.sil.org/
https://www.atekperu.org/home-page/
https://www.wycliffe.ca/project/aidia/


At the end of this ten-year project, we were able to “pass the baton” to these two organizations, 

and today, we stand in awe at what God has done. Thousands of Bibles have been distributed. 

Through various workshops, the Quechua people of Southern Peru are not only being taught to 

read and write in their own language, but also how to understand the Bible. As they learn, they 

are transitioning from students to teachers, pastors and leaders. Literacy and the knowledge of 

God’s Word are multiplying.  

 

Our dear friends at AIDIA have faithfully labored for about 18 years to translate the Bible into 

their own language. In 2013, AIDIA celebrated the completion of the Eastern Apurimac 

Quechua New Testament. Since then, they have been translating the Old Testament and 

revising the New Testament and now the whole Bible is in the process of getting printed. AIDIA 

is now involved in Bible translation projects in three completely different languages in Peru. It is 

exciting to see their passion for Bible translation beyond their own language group. 

 

Other ministries that ATEK and AIDIA are involved with are church planting, audiovisual 

production, oral Bible storying, marriage and children ministries, sexual abuse prevention, 

community development programs, food distribution to the needy, and more. God has given 

them a deep vision to serve and train others in their own country. 

 

Chapter 3: Wycliffe Canada (2010-2016) 

 

After much prayer and consideration, we accepted an 

invitation to serve at Wycliffe Canada’s headquarters 

in Calgary, Alberta. During these six years, Justin was 

part of Wycliffe Canada’s leadership team and 

headed up Wycliffe’s efforts to engage Canadians 

and their churches in the global Bible translation 

movement and connect them with field partners 

around the world. I was Justin’s administrative 

assistant, as well as part-time receptionist for Wycliffe 

Canada. This chapter proved to be an important time 

of leadership growth. Since Wycliffe Bible Translators 

and SIL are close and interdependent partner 

organizations, this experience prepared us for what 

God had next. 

 

Chapter 4: The Americas (2016-present) 

Justin was invited to take on a new role as Americas Area Director for SIL, which involves giving 

leadership to all of SIL’s work in North, Central, South America, and the Caribbean. Currently, 

this involves Bible translation projects in just under 200 languages, along with many other 

projects to strengthen the use of local languages spoken by millions. I have continued in my 

roles as Justin’s administrative assistant and part-time receptionist for Wycliffe Canada. 

 



As we reflect on two and a half decades of ministry, we marvel at how God has used the 

experiences of each chapter to prepare and equip us for the subsequent chapters. As we have 

partnered with and trained others, it is exciting, humbling and honoring to see the multiplied, 

long-lasting and high-impact results for God’s kingdom. We give God the glory. 

 

Although our roles have changed over the years, our vision remains the same: that all people 

can have access to the Word of God in a language they understand best, enabling them to 

flourish in life and know God. 

 

We are deeply grateful for each of you who have partnered with us in our 25-year journey. You 

have been an important part of the team. God has shown His faithfulness by enabling us to live 

out the vision that He placed in us. We thank God for you, and we thank you for your faithful 

support and encouragement in the work of Bible translation. 

 

Justin & Tammy Hettinga 

 

*SIL, is a global, faith-based nonprofit that works with local communities around the world to develop 

language solutions that expand possibilities for a better life. SIL's core contribution areas are Bible 

translation, literacy, education, development, linguistic research and language tools. SIL and Wycliffe 

Bible Translators are close and interdependent partner organizations.  

 

 

 

 

justin_hettinga@wycliffe.ca 
tammy_hettinga@wycliffe.ca 
Hettinga.ca 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To Partner Financially: 
As missionaries working with Wycliffe Bible Translators (giving leadership to the work of 
Bible translation and language development in the Americas), we trust God to supply our 
financial needs through churches and individuals who wish to partner with us.  
 
If you would like to make a one-time donation or set up a recurring donation (pre-
authorized payments), visit Hettinga.ca, and click “Give Now.” To donate by credit card 
over the phone, please call 1-800-463-1143 (9am-4pm Mountain time) and ask for the 
Receipts Department. To donate by mail, please make cheque(s) payable to Wycliffe 
Canada and mail to the Wycliffe address above. (Please include a separate note that 
states “for the work of Justin & Tammy Hettinga.”) If you have any issues with any of 
these giving options, please do not hesitate to ask for our assistance. 
 

 

Wycliffe Bible Translators of Canada 

4316 - 10 St NE, Calgary AB  T2E 6K3  

800-463-1143 / 403-250-5411 

wycliffe.ca 

https://www.sil.org/
https://www.wycliffe.ca/
https://www.wycliffe.ca/
mailto:justin_hettinga@wycliffe.ca
mailto:tammy_hettinga@wycliffe.ca
https://www.wycliffe.ca/product/hettinga-justintammy/
https://www.wycliffe.ca/product/hettinga-justintammy/
https://www.wycliffe.ca/product/hettinga-justintammy/
tel:800-463-1143
tel:403-250-5411
https://www.wycliffe.ca/
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MARCH 2023 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
 
 
 
 
 
10:00 COFFEE BREAK 

2 3  Cheryl Foster 
 
 
1:30 WORLD DAY 
 OF PRAYER SERVICE 
 @ ST PATRICK’S     
  CHURCH, EMO 

4 

5  Corrie Wiersema 
 
 
10:00 WORSHIP 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CATECHISM 
5:00 PRAISE & WORSHIP 

6   
 
 
 
 
 
9:45  DORCAS 

7  Nico Veldhuisen 
    Rich Veldhuisen 
 
 
 
 
7:00  COUNCIL 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
10:00 COFFEE BREAK 

9  Bradley Van Beek 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00  ZOE 

10  John Sinninghe 
      Kayle Veldhuisen 

11  Tanner Kaemingh 
      Cathie Sinninghe 

12 
 
 
10:00 WORSHIP 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CATECHISM 
 5:00 BIBLE STUDY 

13 
 
 
 
 
 

                            → 

14 
 
 

15 16  Carolyn Strydhorst 17 18  Ashlyn Beck 
      Thea Kaemingh 
      Jude Kooistra 
      Carly Veldhuisen 

19  Feitze Van Zwol 
 
 
10:00 WORSHIP 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CATECHISM 
 5:00 BIBLE STUDY 

20  Olivia Esselink 
      Larry Stahn 
      Quinn Veldhuisen 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00  CONSISTORY 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
10:00 COFFEE BREAK 

23  Monet Retief 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00  ZOE 

24 25 

26  *Dan & Kayle 
       Veldhuisen (7th) 
 
10:00 WORSHIP 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CATECHISM 
 5:00 BIBLE STUDY 

27  Marissa Esselink 
      Gary Foster 

28 29 
 
 
 
 
 
10:00 COFFEE BREAK 

30  David Kaemingh 31  


